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Ejarents’ éjage

Another week has passed, and we are trying to get used to our
new routine. Soldiers appear from time to time on leave, some
of them have even been released.

The school year has come to an end, marked at home by a concert
to take place on Monday evening, and a party at school on Tuesday
evening. The high school kids are also finished, except for
the few slaving away at Bagrut Exams.

Simona has come back to work in the clinic, and we hope she will
stay well, and stay with us for a long time. Our thanks to
Shosh who took her place temporarily.

Thanks also to the children's farm who left a barrow full of
plants by the chadar ochel, with a note inviting people to
help themselves!

Welcome home to Reuven, after a business trip, Jean and Willy
from a holiday abroad, Roni Witham after a long trip abroad,
and Dina Heeres, for a few weeks' visit, .
Mazaltov to Ronen, Edan, Seth, Yoram,Adi, Hagai, Efrat and Gilat

and to all their families on the occasion of their barmitzvah tonight.

MAZALTOV

27.6 Avishai Pearlson 30.6 Natan Barak
Yair Merinovski Ruthi Barak

Yaakov Collett
28.6 Mrs Ney

Omri Ben-Avi 139 Carol Bilgory
Leah Katz Maya Solomon
Sigal Hadar Limor Jackson

Avital Plasser
287 Roni Gutter

29.6 Issy Devons Belinda Ben-Attar
Rene Tenna Tzur Kornblitt
Itai Sela
Mrs Reznik 3/7 Simcha Arnold
Einat Marciano Ronen Yaron

29.6 Tamar & ARyeh Wolfin

3.7 Shosh & Raymond Solomon



NEWS ¥€ROM THE HOME FRONT

"First of all," said my dear husband, a momemt before he set off for the
war, loaded down with everything he could possibly need, plus my bird-
watching binoculars,"Your most important and hallowed duty in my absence
is to look after the falcon." What has a falcon got to do with the war
in Lebanon - you may well ask! Well, about a month ago, or maybe it was
only three weeks, our five.kittens disappeared (that's another story) and
my dear husband got it into his head that they were hiding under the big
ecalyptus; and while he was searching thereabouts he espied something
like a small hen, which turned out in fact to be a baby falcon which had
fallen out of its nest. "Come and look at this," he amaid, "A sweet little
falcon, only four days old, has come to live with us!" And to my sur-
prise I discovered that a baby falcon is quite different from a
baby sparrow, especially in the matter of size.

The light of my life continued - " Go down to the shop and buy a kilo
of chicken liver, because that is what falcons eat, unless you feel like
hunting for centipedes and crickets or a baby bird or two.®" Orders ame
orders, that's the way the world works. Some people eat mincemeat with
soya for dinner, and some birds eat chicken liver.

You know how it is with baby birds - time passes and they grow real
feathers, and learn to fly. "May I let him free sometime ?", I asked
in my innocence - my dear husband was already halfway up the steps by
then, "Don't you dare," he shouted, "You have to teach him to fly and
hunt like a proper bird of prey. Not only that, he must stand on. your
hand while he eats, and : = you must feed him straight from your fingers

into his beak! That way he will get used to humans and be easier to
ERam R

So the falcon stayed with us, and lived in my dear husband's study,
which looks more and more like a public bird lavatory; but we didn't
have to teach him to fly, he learn't by himdelf. He flew from the
highest book on the bookshelves down to the floor, from there to the
table, where he added another contribution to the pile of bird-
droppings, and on to the middle bookshelf. He doesn't stick to

the rules about eating either; he refuses to stand on my arm, but
prefers the table, and when he is very hungry he snatches the food
straight from the plate, because he hasn't the patience to wait till
it reaches his beak from my fingers! Not that I object, because his
long curled clawa are very sharp, and so is his beak. In view of the
circumstances, I feed him very late at night, after the children are
asleep, after the Mabat newsreel, and when I suddenly remember his
existence. So our falcon, who is supposed to be a bird who hunts

by day, thanks to ‘his sharp eyes, has turned into a night hunter.
It's terrible what the war does to birds.....



—

About Pesach-time our cat had five beautiful kittens in the house
of my neighbours, Dalia and Udi, our house apparently not being good
enough for her! Naturally we decided to get rid of most of them and
keep one or two. As we couldn't decide which was the nicest, we
thought time would do the job for us, and going by the law of
survival of the fittest, we would keep the strongest. It turned
out they were all very fit, and today we have five more strong,
healthy cats. So my dear b ‘ther-in-law suggested, on that fateful
Shabbat, that “he would take four of them to the pardess the

next day. As is well known, by the next morning, none of the
regular pardess or avocado workers was left in the kibbutz, all

of them having been spirited away in the night to the army, so

today I live happily with my two children, five kittens, one cat
and a falcon, and do my best to see that noone goes hungry.

So how do T manage, you may ask. Qmite well, actually. In any case

I always had to bring food for the cats, from the leftovers at

school. 1In any case, it was always me that brought the kids at 4 p.m.

because my husband needed a sleep after his hard day's work. All

alone till 6 p.m.? Big deal! 1In any case, by the time my dear husband

had woken up from his afternoon nap, showered, ‘done his yoga routine,
fed bhe falcon and drunk his coffee, the time was always 6 p.m.

And now of course I don't need to make the coffee!

Taking the kids to supper is a hassle, and there I am glad of help

from ~ the grandparents. Putting the baby to bed? Well, my dear
husband was always busy at that hour with all sorts of arrangements
and meetings with people, and the library etc. So the only thing
I have added to my routine is putting my big son to bed and feeding
the falcon, and tomorrow is always another day. what about the night?
Well....that's the time of reckoning, time for writing articles about
how we manage with our husbands away at war, reading the paper, listening
to the midnight news, and then again at 1 p.m. soO that in the morning
we can complain about how hard everything is.

what I can't figure out is why it is so aggravating when they announce
on the radio that reserve-soldiers are being released soon, but

actually they don't seem to be coming home at Al e

Tsilla.
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