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Parents Page

11th February '83

SO WHAT'S NEW ?
First and foremost, apologies for last weeks omission:

MAZAL TOV to Nurit, Gaby and the children, as well as the whole family
on the birth of the son - named YAGIL - heartfelt best wishes.

Last Shabat evening - a rainy night and all was quiet. In the Moadon the last
arrangements were being made for the Jazz Concert. All of a sudden, the smell
of smoke ! Within minutes tongues of flame shot up into the sky. A short-
circuit apparently caused the fire in one of the old zrifim, and dafka the one
which was supposed to be turned into a museum with memories of the old chalutzic
days. On Shabat morning everyone went to see the ruins !

[f we weren't mistaken, Arye Wolffin was seen in the Dining Room between supper,
the fire and Tunch the next day. Here on a very short visit - business.

Ehud, Rafi and Dori are picking melons somethere in a far corner of Australia.
It is most difficult ifor them to understand the broad Australian accent of
their boss - but he also cannot pronounce the Hebrew names of the boys. So -
Ehud became ED, Rafi - RALPH - and Dori stayed Dori.

Reliable sources tell us, that every strategic point between Tiberias and
Very Far North is manned by an officer (attached to UN) from Kfar Hanassi.
Alec, Colin, Gerry and Ofer S. are doing their Miluim.

This week I happened to be in Tel Hai, our local "University". Lots of changes
there since last I visited - and many familiar faces seen on the campus.

Joy and Max Mader, Dov Collet, Marky and Ruth Ney - all teach there on various
days of the week, and lots more chaverim and youngsters study many and different
subject s.

Last but not Teast - happy landings to Mrs. Bergman (Ednas'mother) who is
spending whats left of the summer in South Africa.

Shabat Shalom

Ilse
MAZAL TOV - Birthdays Wedding Anniversaries
*hkhkhkhkkhkk ki
14.2 - Geanette Genislav 19.2 - Anat & Elchanan Cohen
Bathsheva Markuson
Yehuda Ben-Seev
16.2 - Tamir Barak
17.2 - Dotan Konigis
Yifat Devolt
”

18.2 - Shaul Samberg
Lorence Markuson

19.2 - Tamar Primost



50 YEARS - WHAT DO THEY MEAN NOW?

50 years - half a century! A generation - nearly two!

Last night I sat in my comfortable chair, opposite the T.V. and watched a

joint programme of English/French/German production. The German peoples'’
confrontation. with its past - and all of a sudden, quite unexpectedly - without
any warning - I was there! Involved, shaken, I too, was confronted.

Like everyone else, I saw "Holocaust" at the time, have watched films by

"Yad veShem", & the Ghetto Fighters Museum, have been shocked and angered, sad -
have even experienced certain feelings of quilt, but always a part of me stayed
aloof, estranged - outside. And thi< time .... why? Maybe because of the
lanquage they spoke. My God, the language! My Mother Tongue, in which I have
not thought or read for so many years. Not the rantings of the dictator with the
moustache, not the polished language of diplomats, but my mother tongue - in
which my mother scolded me from the third floor, when I didn't want to stop
playing and come upstairs to eat. The langquage, in which my father told me of
his days in the Kaiser's army, in the service of the "Fatherland" - and in which
I read the Pessach Hagada, on the left side of the page, when I couldn't follow
his fluent Hebrew. The language of my childhood, Tanguage of those I held dear.
The language, which means nothing to those dear to me to-day.

Or maybe it was the flags. The broad stripes of a crumbling Republic,
Black-White-Red, which turned overnight to blood-red, the white shrinking to
a circle, the black into the crooked cross, which from the first moment held
such a mysterious threat! How all the windows festooned themselves with
banners of red - and how the two empty windows stood out in the suddenly so
strange neighbourhood.

F

Or perhaps the songs. The lyric, romantic songs of Schubert and of Heine

(born in our town), changing character from day to day, becoming more aggressive,
more overpowering. The roll of the drums and the rythm of leather boots marching
in unison. The well-known anthem changed, even if we belittled then the verses
in which "Jewish blood splashed from the knife".

A complicated and many-coloured fabric. Light and shade, tears and laughter -
seen from an angle of a 6-year-old and of 50 plus at one and the same time.

Half a Century? In a small corner of my heart - not even a minute has gone by.

Inge Segal

(Translated from last week's "Divrei Hakfar")



