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THOUGHTS AFTER THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF LOU SEGAL

The Rav Kaplan was more than right in his tribute to Lou: Lou was undoubtedly

a good ambassador in all things that linked this Kibbutz with the Rabbinate in
Safad. A good ambassador is not merely one who faithfully represents his country,
his State or, in this case, his Kibbutz, but a person who understands and has
regard for the other side, its customs and its people. This characterised Lou in
everything that had to do with the Rabbinate. His deep traditional Jewish
background which coloured his childhood and youth in the East End of London served
as a source of inspiration in understanding a world which we, as young pioneers had

moved away from .In the course of time Lou came back to much of that tradition.

Another thing that amazed me, and I was reminded of it when I saw groups of

children leaning against the wall of the library during the Book Fair on the Shabbat
after his death, avidly reading book after book; Lou loved books and all they
contained and became an expert in all that had to do with the library.

The education he had was essentially a self-education that was real and not the
superficial kind. His particular sorrow was the fact that many of the kibbutz

youngsters read too little and of that, not enough in Hebrew.

Lou, in a certain measure, was a political animal. Not perhaps in the sense of
being active or of being a party hanger-on but from a deep political understanding
and an awareness of the dangers that confront the everyday life of a democratic
state. As a youth in East London, he saw the rise of Mosely’s British Nazis and
the support they gained in parts of the East End. He always remembered the

battle of Cable Street, as he called it, in which Jews of the East End and a few

supporters fought gangs of Mosely’s thugs who wished to emulate the German Nazis.

The memory of those days served Lou as a sensitive instrument with which to
examine events in this country and he abhorred and shrank from every movement or

personality from whom there was even a whiff of racism and violence.

One of the vatikim (old-timers) of this kibbutz has gone: a diligent worker,
a man of conscience, a believer in all that kibbutz stands for, one who carried
with pride the identity card of a Jewish Socialist and endeavoured to help

build a decent society in a new Jewish State. He achieved much.

May His Memory Be Blessed

Eric




FAREWELL, ,

I haven't come today with poem or verse, th with words from the heart - the
heart that feels the pain of what we have not yet fully comprehended - our loss in
the future.

On Friday evening a ten-year old said to his mother, “Mummy, I am stunned,” and
thereby expressed the inner feelings of the whole of Kfar Hanassi, from young to old.
And after the shock - the sorrow, and after the sorrow - the pain.

How does one encompass in a few words the life history of a man, and how does
one bid you farewell, Lou - you that played a central and natural role in the social
and Jewish aspects of our kibbutz life - from Brit Mila, Barmitzvah, to Weddings,
Festival and Funerals?

At the top of your priorities lay your family - your close-knit family.

Next came the library to which you devoted energy, thought, study and consideration
for the chaver. In the third place, or maybe the first, was your untiring and

true faith in the kibbutz, in Zionism and in Socialism - a faith which so many of us
lack today. It is a source of wonder how you tried with all your might to keep to

the principles you believed in with a modest kind of kibbutz life.

Yes, Lou, - I won’t forget to mention that you were a true redhead. There are
those amongst us who remember you as a young lad, one with a thick ginger mane, full
of the smiles of life and revolution. Yes, a true redhead complete with revolution-
ary turbulence. Is there anyone among us who hasn’t at one time felt the sharpness
of your tongue when the volcano locked within you erupted, not because of some |,
pettiness, but as a result of something you considered unjust or contradictory to the
principles of our kibbutz way of life.

We admired the way you overcame your illness, without complaining and without
feeling sorry for yourself. Firmly planted in our memory will be the sight of you
setting out energetically at five in the afternoon on the ring-road, or on your way
to the orchards or to Rosh Pina.

The virtue of physical work and the return to agriculture which you, the East
London tailor, considered to be the underlying principle of the kibbutz, were not
merely empty words for you. It was your credo which you practiced until the day
you were no longer able to work in the orchard, and the slow process of its
uprooting was painful to you.

I have known you since the age of ten when I joined Habonim, which was then a
movement for the children of workers, tailors, seamstresses, junior clerks, pressers -
all of them self-taught, bookworms, and above all, dreamers, fhe strength of whose
dreams willed them to establish a home in which they stand here today to accompany
you on this your last journey.

Today, a six year-old child asked his mother, “So who is going to work in the
library?2” Indeed, who is?.

To you, Lou, we will say: May Your Memory be Blessed for Ever.

To Inge, Tziona, Michal, and to ourselves - be strong and of good courage.

B ——— RACHFE! _AVTNOR



Last Words.

"Hi, Louigi, can I change my books now?”

“Lou, here are some childrens’ books which need binding.”

Lou, I heard Rav Kaplan, and I heard Rachel Avidor by the grave side.

When I heard on Friday that you had died, I was able to accept the news with

tranquility, despite the shock I was in.

But suddenly I thought about all the things, all those areas in your life in which

you established a position: the library, the reference library, the bookbindery,
the preparation of the Barmitzva children, the elections, and contact with the
Rabanut on so many occasions - festivals and solemn days.

I remembered so many instances when you were kind and considerate.

Louigi (that’s what I called you most of the time), I was sorry - I was sorry

that I had never told you how much [ appreciated you. It's too late to say these

things to you now, but I’ll say them to the rest of your family.

Inge, Tziona and Michal - please accept my condolences. [ admired Louigi, and
every day we would exchange o few words, make a joke, exchange information on
various matters......... and then continue on our way.

I didn‘t tell him that his work was important (and all the bookworms know how
important........ ) and some of the things which were important to him were also

important to me.

We're going to miss him, and there’s no more to be said.

My sincerest condolences.

RUTHI AMIT

——



