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Happy Birthday

4,8.85. Boaz Ney

Leor Ben Zelew % Happy Anniversary
9,85 Tsiona Segal x
6.8. DavideDeve Lt * 5/8/85. Leora & Ronny Weinstein
x 6.8. Merav & Giddy Eitam
VYocha Wolffin = 8.8. René & Johnny Tenna
Mald Amit & 10.8. Betty & Yitzchak Eder
9.8. Joe Rifkind x Elanah & Raffi Frank
*
*

Inbal Pearlson
10585 Carol Sharak

Nachman Catz

Dinah Stein

* k k k k k k¥ k *k k *k *x *k k *k k * k¥

A "GOOD BYE" from the reform rabbi who stayed in the kibbutz for a month.

Speaking about Judaism (1)

When I came to the kibbutz, I was met with questions: Why don't you
wear a Kippa? How can you live here if you can't eat in our dining hall?

What is Reform Judaism ;eallx about? What are you going to do here?

I was eager to talk about Judaism as.I understand and try to live
it, but it was difficult to do so. Why? It became increasingly clear that
each of us understands Judaism out of our own personal experience. Many
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Speaking of Judaism (contd) (2)

of the Vatikim grew up in "orthodox" homes. Some feel nostalgia for that
past, Some are quite happy to have it behind them. A few want to preserve it
in some form. For most Judaism is what they 1left behind although they re-
cognise that their northodox" background helped to give some shape to what
they have created at Kfar Hanassi.

For those born in Israel Judaism is the orthodoxy of Jerusalem, Bnai
Brak and Kiryat Arba: the religion of extremism which seems only concerned
with Shabbes and Kashrut and political power. This Judaism is as irrelevant
and distasteful to their lives as it is to mine.

The Kfar Hanassi that I discovered is not a nsecular" kibbutz. Neither
is it a "religious" kibbutz. Rather it seemed to me that many of its members
(not all) are looking for some religious expression in their lives, some
bridge to what they believe was valuable in -the past and can be useful to
build a healthy and Jewish future.

Liberal (reform) Judaism, whether in America, Gt. Britain or elsewhere,
focognises that Judaism has always been adapted by Jews to meet the changing
conditions of their own changing lives. The fact of change is fougd in the
creation of the Mishnah, the Talmud the Shulchan Aruch etc. Each generation
of Jews took from the past, selected from it that which they thought was
essential or useful and added to it the needs and experiences of their own
1ives. Were that not so, we would not be here as Jews.

So it is legitimate, even desirable for Jews 1iving in Israel, and
especially for those who have chosen the way of the kibbutz, the way of
co-operation and caring and of being resppnsible to one another, to search
Jewish tradition to find support and expression for their own hopes and
ideals. I have no doubt that they will find that for which they are looking.

Why should they search in the Jewish Tradition? Jewish tradition is not
only "Thou shalt not" but it also speaks to the ,most urgent and important
questions of our lives: What does it mean to take a partner in a relation-
ship we call Kiddushin? What does it mean to bring children into the world?
What paths lead to peace? How can Shabbat enrich and  help give direction to
our lives? How can we best fulfil the Mitzva "Honour they father and Thy
mother"?

In order to search our tradition for help with these questions it is not
necessary to identify ourselves with those who stand on street corners and

B s s e f o s oeEEas Sanmeal] Ve s - i



Brak and Kiryat Arba: the religion of extremism which seems only concerned
with Shabbes and Kashrut and political power. This Judaism is as 1rre1evant
and distasteful to their Tives as it is to mine.

The Kfar Hanassi that I discovered is not a "secular" kibbutz. Neither
is it a "religious" kibbutz. Rather it seemed to me that many of its members
(not all) are looking for some religious expression in their lives, some
bridge to what they believe was valuable in ‘the past and can be useful to
build a healthy and Jewish future.

Liberal (reform) Judaism, whether in America, Gt. Britain or elsewhere,
fecognises that Judaism has always been adapted by Jews to meet the changing
conditions of their own changing lives. The fact of change is foupd in the
creation of the Mishnah, the Talmud the Shulchan Aruch etc. Each generation
of Jews took from the past, selected from it that which they thought was
essential or useful and added to it the needs and experiences of their own
lives. Were that not so, we would not be here as Jews!

So it is legitimate, even desirable for Jews living in Israel, and
especially for those who have chosen the way of the kibbutz, the way of
co-operation and caring and of being resppnsible to one another, to search
Jewish tradition to find support and expression for their own hopes and
ideals. I have no doubt that they will find that for which they are looking.

Why should they search in the Jewish Tradition? Jewish tradition is not
only "Thou shalt not" but it also speaks to the ,most urgent and important
questions of our lives: What does it mean to take a partner in a relation-
ship we call Kiddushin? What does it mean to bring children into the world?
What paths lead to peace? How can Shabbat enrich and  help give direction to
our lives? How can we best fulfil the Mitzva "Honour they father and Thy
mother"?

In order to search our tradition for help with these questions it is not
necessary to identify ourselves with those who stand on street corners and
throw stones. We also have the right to conduct the search for ourselves in
the name of Judaism and what we find and what we then do will be Judaism for
us. Modernity means that no one group has a monopoly on the meaning of
—Judaism. - How to begin? We begin by recognizing that not only are we Israelis
or Americans but also Jews... That we possess an inheritance. Yes we have a
part in the wisdom of the latest sociology, psychology and education, but we
also possess a portion of ancient wisdom. We begin by understanding that the
words of the thora has a meaning in our. libes, whether or not we say or think we
believe ‘in god. The search is the main th1ng




Speaking of Judaism (cont.) (¥

It was a marvellous experince for me to be with you this past
month. Especially I want to thank those who took the time to
speak with me, to question to argue and to teach....those who
invited me into their homes and all who made me feel so . ,_
come. You have created a beautiful community. May you merit

to continue with blessing.
Ronnie Weiss.

NEWS OF THE WEEK : - =

We'll make it short this week, as thepe is such a lot to read.
Two wandering daughters of the kibbutz have returned home -

Ayalla Jackson cameé back from South Africa, saying that it is
a beautiful country, but she is not.at all sorry to leave it at

this time. Ora N'mali is back from the States, after staying
with her brothers. Good health to Chaim Gil'adi and Jenny
O 0
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