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ALTYAPHOBIA IN THE REFORM MOVEMENT

By: Yoav Peck, Central Shaliach

Regonm Jews are agraid of Aliya. They don't want it for themselves and
thoy shuink  from their children's attraction 2o Ishael. Some parents
even nesist giving their kids a 6 week summer experience in Israel for
fear of the quicksand of Israel's Lure. The prospect of "Losin " one's
chitdnen to Isnael isfelt by Reform pareins as a judgement of the
education they have Lavished on thein children. The probLem is

integnal to the very concept of Aliya. 1§ Aliya means "ascent Lo Ishael",
then one must be making ALiya from a "Lower" place: America 44 bad,

Isnael 44 good.

The Amenican nesentment engerdered by this state of affairs has been
exacerbated by a concuwrent message grom some Israelis: The Jews of
America are doomed. Save yourselves by making Aliya...." Americans react
defensively: "What are you talking about? Israel carrnies out oppressive
policies, inflation is insane, the social gap there is worse than it ik
here, and to top it all, our Refornm nabbis cannoi practice our brand o4
Judaism greely in the Jewish State." American Reform, £ong committed to
univernsal social justice, takes offense at these Israeli aggronts Lo A5
senmsitivities. Reform Americans sink into alienation, angry critique grom
the pulpit, and worse, a sullen silence and avoidance of Israel-issues.
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cont. grom page 4

The attacks and countern-attacks of the Isnael-Diaspora feud have the
effect of submenging common denominafons, mosi blaringly the mutual
desine of Refonm Isnaelis and Americans %o strnengthen the budding

Isnaeli Refonm Movement. Wufual distrusit obscures mutual goaks. Let

us Lay the distrust zo nest. Let it be said here and now that

Americans need no defense, you needn'zt prove ws Israelis wrong 4n onden
to feel good about your choice to remain American. The Zionist effornt
has always been the nesult of the combined efforts of AlLiya-bound
pioneers and hardworking Diaspora supportens . The only quesiion we
Tsnaelis need to ask you American Zionists 4is: "Which kind of Zionist
are you?" Do you declare your Love for Israel, do you contribute to the
UJA, do you join your Reform Zionist organization, ARZA; do you wrge your
childnen to thavel to Israel on shont-tenm and Long-term programs; do you
make it clean to youn children that you comsider ALiya to be a viable

and fulfilling Life-choice?

"Hoed it! You've gone too fan!!! Don't take my children!!!"

This nesponse is a return to the zero-sum Israel-Diaspora paradigm. 1In
the Last paragraph we already dispensed with the ine of thought that
says, "I§ 1 give more of myself to Israel, 1'€L have Less of myself gon
America." There is hoom fon both Israel and America on the map of our
values . Yet when Tt comes too close to home, to your children, then you
feel differently. What you are missing is that engagement with Tsrael 4s
Like Love: the more you give, the more you get. And that includes your
chitdren. What my parents got from my Aliya is, the knowfedge that
intenmarniage is something they will not have zo worny about. And they
bnow that Jewish tradition in my family will be deepened and developed,
durning the next generations .

We don't want to "take" your children. I Zook myself grom America twelve
years ago to Live on a kibbutz in the Galilee, and I do know the pain of
being 50 far §rom my family. But 1 also know the satisgaction 0§ &Living
my £ife in the Jewish homefand. ALiya is not the way, 4t i85 4 way, a way
I have chosen and one which T urge you not to close out for you or for
youwr childnen. My ever-growing Love fon Isrnael has not nequined
annzaoing alienation §rom Amernica. We needn't hate Esau 4in ornder Zo Love
JRCOD . x esirs + «

ALiya has meant that the desire in me, that awoke during the '60's 4in
Berkeley, to have an impact on history, can be fulfilled. T am part of
buildlng a country where Jews hun the show. We rejoice Ln our accomplish-
ments, we pay fon our mistakes. 1 am at once eager o participate in
bringing the Jewish promise to fruition, and tewnibly curlous 2o see what
we Jews can do when we are 4in cnarge.
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cont. grom page 5

Subjectively, 1 mever knew what it is 1o feel that 1 belLong in my

country until 1 awived in Tanael. The word gon stranger 4n Hebrew 44
ndod" , uncle, and people feel Like family, wherever you go.

Decembor 25th comes and goes each year withowt my insisting that the prineipal
: of my son's school squeeze "Rock of Ages" in between the

Christmas carols, as once my mother did gor my sake in New Jersey.

At Punim, we don't cavny our daughter's costume in a bag until we get %o
the party. The whole country Ls pantying, and those out of costume Lin the
stneets Look strange. In Februany, when the ground Tn New York 4is Like
nock, our children tramp out on Tu'Bshvat hikes, to plant trees all over
Isnael in the sodden, fertile s04L. Jowish calendan Life §its the seasons
because we are in the Land where zhe Jewish calendar came to be.

Does any of this imply a rejection 0 what is good in America? No;

it sdmply represents a choice %o be part of one of the great Jewish
adventunes in the wonld today. Are thone othern Jewish chalfenges,

othen Jewish adventures around? 0f course. Ane they the same as Living
in Isnael? 0f counse not. There L4 only one Jewish homeland, as your
PRESTDENT'4 handling of theBitburg and Supreme Court's decision about
Nativity 4cenes make painfully oloan. Does ALiya ensure that one's Lige
will be significant? 0f course not.

There are foos and caiminals 4in Isnael, just as there are righteous Jews
and oreative Jewish builderns in America.

Vet, fon the Reform OLeh (new imméignant) in Israet, there is an Ooppor-
tunity that is indeed unique. A Regonm OLeh gets to foin a eLvuil
nights struggle forn Zhe Legitimization of neliglous pluralism in the
Jewish State. Ourn effonts to give our nabbis in Isnael the Legal night
to perform weddings, funerals and convensions are not the egforts of
a nawow interest group. They represent a strnuggle fon pluralism

as a principle, at a tiame when single-mindedness and chauvinism threaten
The democnatic tradition s0 integral o Jowish tradition. Oun Israel
Movement is Amall, but its imstitutions are feisty and growing:

the §ifteen congregations, the two hibbutzim, Yahel and Loian, and the
new gree-enterprise vitlage in the Galilee, Har Chakutz, which was
dedicated this summern: the Leo Baeck Schoof, Hebrew Union College in
Jerusalem, and Telem Noar, the spinited Refonm youth movement; Regonm
in Isnael is making its impact felt, and in doing 40 represents the
stneam in Reform Judaism that has demanded cultural modernity and
openness since the days of the earliest Regonmerns in Europe.

Since 1960, Reform Judaism has been struggling in Tsnael to bring home
to the Isnaelis that Judaism has many faces, that therne arne choices far
broaden than narrow Onthodoxy on empiy seoularism. And duning the pasi
few yearns, we have begun 10 be heard.

More kibbutzim asked §or Reform rabbis to penform high Holy Day senvices
Last yean Zthan there were nabbis to go around. Last winter, hundreds of
high school junions grom anound. the country studied at Kibbutz Yahel 4in
the sistenhood-built Center for their annual ideolLogical seminar.
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cont. grom page ...

WhiLe this siruggling and building is gaining momentum §rom month

1o month, can we affond to argue over whether or not Aliya 4is a
positive choice forn ownselves on ouwr children. The young Reform
Amernicans in Israel are happy, struggling, fulfilled. And when you
84T with their parenis here, you do noi hear regrets, you hear pride
and you see the foy of knowing that their children are taking charge
of theirn Lives in a Jewish context.

At the Biennial this Fall, we will hold the §ins% Reform-sponsored
ALiya and Israel Opportuniiies Seminar. Rabbi Alexander Schindfer has
sald, in support of the Seminar, "too Long have we given de facto
blessings Lo Reform OLim. The time has come for a de facto policy of
encouragement of Aliya."

Following the Biemnial, we shallf hold Local Regorm ALiya Congerences
across the country. The range of opportunities for Reform Jews Ln
Tsrael will be presented, from two-week tours to Aliya. Let us put .
an end zo the pointless bickerning and mutual defensiveness that has
characterized the Refonm Movements' relationship with Isnael over the
past yearns. 14 is time Lo plunge inio reciprocity, a partnership
between Diaspord and I1srael that opens doons for mutual Learning and
exchange, for active Amernican engagemeni in IShael agfains, and, yes,
gor the Aliya of American idealists and gightens.

SOSDSDEOODDDEDODDDDEEOODDDO555>>>
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6th September, 1985
WHAT 'S NE NW??
*kkkikkkkkkkkkkkikk

A new Ulpan is arriving during the week - I don't know how
heir parents let them go away just before Rosh Hashanah.
n't they know how crowded our Chadar Ochel gets on these
asions? The teachers: will be Simcha and Dot ; Yael N:
is continuing as organiser and Ruti Jackson:as house-
mother.

Of course our own youngsters have started school too, althou
it hardly seems worthwhile, with all the holidays coming up in another
week or so.

At the end of Succot the kittutz is planning to invite all sons and daughters
who are living elsewhere, for a grand reunion. There are about 60 of them,

and if they all come with their families it should really be something special.
Poeple are asked not to invite other visitors during those few:days.

You have no doubt noticed that all our sheep-pens are now situated at the &
entrance to the kibbutz. The ground vacated by the sheep at the southern side W\leeS
of the kibbutz is being turned into a small park, which will include "Jim's ZH\ QQQ
Luna Park", the childrens' farm and lawns and trees. It will be dedicated to {31(1250
the memory of Israel Sieff, and the official grand opening is scheduled for (%; A=

the end of October. There is a runour that Chaim Herzog will honour us with Q}” )Y
his presence on this occasion. w

The basket-ball season will start in another fortnight. Our three teams (adults,
youth, children) have already started practice.

- Did you know that Esther Solomon has started occupational therapy in Kiryat
Shmone? She is amazing everybody there with her dexterity.-

Our good wishes go out to Chaim Giladi in Zfat hospital, and to Noa and Shoshana
Sharky who are back home. A speedy recovery to all.

Johnny and Shulamit, ﬁave gone abroad for their holiday. Sara Kornblitt will
be going on Sunddy. A safe journey to all.

The film tomorrow night will be: "MERRY X-MAS MR LAWRENCE" with David Bowie,
and Tom Conti. Recommended.

7.2 SHABBAT SHALOQOM *

P.S. There may not be a page
next week, owing to
technical difficulties.
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7.9. Rachel Rifkind
8.9. Yitchak Ben-Dor
Chanita Ben-David

9.9. Mossi Hameiri

" 10.9. Mrs Esther Black
Judy Barak
David Devon
Tomer Markovitz (grandson Shein)

11.9. Johanna Potash

Idit Forster
* % H APPY ANNTIVERSARY ***

Guy Hameiri ek Kk Ak Kok ok ok ko ko ok Kk ek kok kok ok ke ke
12.9. Henry Shprung 11.9. Amalia & Mickey Noy

Mor Goldberg Irit & Moshe Gershman
13.9. Toby Epstein 13.9. Jéanette & Colin Primost
S Raor Maser © 14.9. Judy & Natan Barak

Einat Maser




