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30 YEARS OF GARIN HEY - A PROUD

ACHIEVEMENT

A PERSONAL VIEW-BY ARYEH WOLFIN

Kfar Hanpassi, August 1986

Many of the members of “Garin Hey” are seen in this 1951

photograph, prior to their arrival in Israel. Most are still living in
Kfar Hanassi or in other parts of Israel.

At the bi-ennial Veida Conference of British
Habonim at Tyringham House, in the winter of
1955, a dramatic announcement was made
which marked the birth of “Garin Hey”. The
previous garin of Habonim had left the shores
of Britain some three years prior, and were
now absorbed in Kibbutz Hachoshlim (Amiad
of today). The numbers of those who had
“realized” the ideals of the movement and
were still in England on movement work or
completing studies, had dwindled. Therefore
the time was ripe for the establishment of a new
Garin.

The inspiration generated at the Veidah, as a
result of the “announcement”, electrified the
atmosphere and eighty senior members joined
the fledgeling garin in one go. This resulted in
the movement receiving an ideological
injection which was immediately felt.

The year 1955 was just ten years since the
Allied victory against the Axis powers in the
Second World War. The Holocaust atrocities
were still fresh in the minds of youth who were
deeply moved by it. This was the background
on which the fledgeling Jewish State,
established some eight years prior, inspired all
of us into spontaneous expression, whereby the
favourite pastime in the movement was singing
songs of Eretz Yisrael and the "War of
Independence’. “We sang with great zest
around campfires and on hikes and every other
opportunity that availed itself.”

Aliya was the main issue in the movement at
the time, and it was taken for granted that the
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aliya from Habonim would be “chalutzic”
(kibbutz). Any kind of doubt about this
amongst senior members expressed itself in
leaving the movement with all the pain and
anguish that accompanied the act, owing to the
movement having been part of the very fabric
of their youth. There were, undoubtedly, those
who went all out in order to make the
movement more pluralistic under the flag of
“aliya”, which was clearly to provide an alibi
for their continued membership without the
“sacred” Hagshama (realization). Students,
too, found it difficult to join the ranks of the
“magshimim” (self realization) in spite of their
declared intentions. A select few succeeded in
joining the ranks of the Garin, but this was a
function of their commitment, in terms of
responsibility to the movement and the Garin.
The norm of going on “Hachshara” (the
Training Farm) at the age of 18 remained
strong as this was considered the best means of
forming a viable group under optimum and
“hygienic” conditions from the educational
point of view.

“The Early Pioneers”, “Socialism”, “Tower
and Stockade”, “Illegal Immigration”, “The
War of Independence”, the ‘“Palmach’ — to
name just a few of the subjects that concerned
us deeply in our resolve to gain as much
knowledge as possible of the vital issues
involved in our decision of “‘self realization”.
This pursuit took place at a time when Britain
was undergoing post-war rehabilitation.
Academic education was easily accessible by




members of the movement, most of whom
came from the middle class and whose families
aspired earnestly to exploit the possibilities that
the State offered their children. Needless to
say, most Jewish youth took advantage of these
opportunities, but in spite of this trend, some
eighty senior members of Habonim
demonstrated their idealism passionately, by
joining the Garin with the clear intention of
settling on a kibbutz in Eretz Yisrael, according
to the ideals of the movement.

The first aliya group of ““Garin Hey”’, which
consisted of ten members, arrived in Israel in
May 1956 and was sent to Kibbutz Mayan Zvi
for general Kibbutz training and Ulpan. This
group was made up of members who graduated
the Eder Farm and Reading “Hachshara”
(Training Farms) centres, and were the first
expression of the true intentions of the Garin.
The Sinai War in the Autumn of 1956 produced
an emergency situation which brought forward
the formation of a second aliya group. This
group, consisting of ten members, arrived in
Israel in January 1957, on the tail of the war,
and joined the rest of the Garin at Mayan Zvi.

The group contributed significantly to the
character of the Garin as a whole which
became a very attractive issue in the kibbutz
movement, as many kibbutzim set their sites on
it.

Feverish debate took place both in Israel and
in England regarding the goal of the Garin.
Naturally there were differences of opinion
between those who favoured establishing a new
kibbutz in the Negev, and those who
considered their “chalutzic”’ endeavour as
strengthening an existing kibbutz in the
Galilee. The Israeli section of the Garin forced
the issue in favour of strengthening an existing
kibbutz, in spite of the large number of Garin
members, still in England, who dreamed of
their new kibbutz in the Negev. It appears
today, that the Israeli “reality’’ limited the
debate regarding strengthening an existing
kibbutz, to two kibbutzim, Kfar Hanassi and
Beth Haemek, and to that end, delegations
were sent to both of them. The decision was
most difficult as both the delegations returned
with glowing reports, but each one with its
advantages and disadvantages. Kfar Hnassi was
considered too old and established (all nine
years) but the extremely warm welcome
afforded to the delegation decided the issue,
and the fateful decision was made in favour of
this kibbutz.

The first group of Garin Hey arrived at its
final destination, Kfar Hanassi, Upper Galilee,
in March 1957. The remainder of the Garin,
spread out amongst various aliya groups,
arrived by April 1960, bringing to the kibbutz
fifty-five new members.

Ten very tough years of existence brought
Kfar Hanassi to a vital crossroad in its
development. Its sparse population was not
sufficient to carry it through the difficult tasks

that lay ahead. The substantial absorption of an
ideologically motivated group of young people
seemed to be the only solution. And Garin Hey
was available. Its state of indecision made it
easy prey for the “Garin hunters”.

In historical perspective, it seems clear that
the arrival of Garin Hey actually brought about
the desired turning point in the development of
the kibbutz. As expected, the addition of a
significant number of new members to the
population guaranteed the social and economic
future of Kfar Hanassi. In addition, fresh
thought and fresh ideas changed somewhat the
hegemony of the society. For example, there is
no doubt that members of Garin Hey forced
the issue, in the face of fierce opposition from
many founding members, some twenty years
ago, regarding children sleeping in their
parents’ homes rather than the traditional
children’s houses. The kibbutz today can look
back with satisfaction in the face of financially
struggling kibbutzim who are desperately
attempting to adopt today’s standards and
norms, which Kfar Hanassi was in the vanguard
of establishing twenty years ago.

Over the years it became difficult to
distinguish between members of Garin Hey
and the “vatikim” (founders). They all became
well absorbed in the social, economic and
cultural fabric of the kibbutz. Central
managerial positions such as Kibbutz secretary,
treasurer, business manager and industrial
director were filled by former members of
Garin Hey. They became, too, active
committee members and chairmen, not to
mention the very important part they played as
Jewish Agency emissaries abroad, who through
their personal example and endeavour
furthered aliya from English speaking
countries.

At the moment of writing these lines,
twenty-eight present members of Kfar Hanassi
arrived as members of Garin Hey. Most of
those who left the kibbutz “fold” are well
established in Israel and a number of them
occupy central positions in government and
business. A proud record of aliya achievement
by any standard.

ANGLO-SAXON

REAL ESTATE AGENCY LTD

Apartments and villas for sale and
rental in

NETANYA - CAESARIA

7 Kikar Ha’atzmaut, Netanya
Tel: 053-28290/92496
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*  This ZOur weather-man (woman) reportings
Over 250 mm rainfall - just about half our

annual average, with the quantity of snow on

Mt. Hermon more suitable to Januany, and we

haven't even got to the end of November yet. A8 to

the forecast —-— that I sHall leave to the metereolo-

gists. I'm not looking for trouble!

At the chicken-houses a new "crop" is ready, so chaverim will He
spending the small hours of the night' catching them, ready for
marketing at the crack of dawn.

Welcome to Ruth Rachmani'é mother, who has arrived from England to
visit her daughter, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. .

I think I }old you that we have a really wonderful crop of avocadw

pears this year. Well, so has every other grower in the country --

But es Europe has learned to eat (end like) avoesdo over the last 7,
few years, we should make a reasonable profit all the same. .

The cotton, on the other hand -- Don't ask! What with pests, and tﬁe

early rains, it's a complete write—off. Specially as world market

e \

prices were low anyway. 1 don't know why we had to suffer all that

spraying in the summer.
The new (old) baby-house has indeed opened, and the new inhabitants

seem to be taking to communal education allright. You won't believe

this, but the first babfes in that same building included my
daughter, Michal - and now I have a granddaughter there.... (1f any

of you have those kind of memories of the old days, I shall be
delighted if you will share them with us!)

0 0 So, once again
=~ / %Mﬁgﬁi@ i B T l «
Y oy V% P SHABBAT SHALOM
="
-_

¢ INGE O
No news of the Y\~ />

FILM OF THE WEEK 63
so far... L —

but tomorrow night at 21,30 in 'x3<a e G :
Gadot, the Upper Galilee Choir AT <:»
(which includes Max M., Johnny F ' 1)
illan E. (amongst others) is 5
giving a FREE concert. The pro-
gramme includes both classic &
folk musioc, T(~v{%L




16.11,.86.

17.11.
18.11.

19,11,

20.11.

22,11,

HAPPY

BIRTHDAY

Dov Collet

Carol Lopov

Eilah Farchi (Waterman gr anddaughter)

Harvey Jackson

Ronen Forster

Sha'ul Easton
¥ifat Broer

Shoshana Cropano

David Telem-Potash

Tom Lifshitz

Me'in Raines

Ruthy G'dalison

Danah Whitham

HAPPY ANNIYV E'R S A E.Y

20.11.86, Shosh & Sammi Ben-Tsvi
Julia & Aryeh Nitsan

22.11. Adaya & Ariel Cina



