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JONATHAN BALTEE .

THERE ARE FLOFLE WHO MAEE AN INSTANTANEOUS [MFEESSIGN OM YOU AL CUON a5
YOU MEET THEM. SUCH WAS JONATHAN BALTEF. WHEN HE CAME TO SEE ME HE WAS A
YOUNG MAM MAYEE 18 YEARS OF AGE, BUT HIS LEADERSHIF LQUALITIES AND HIS
SINCERITY WERE CONSFICUOUS ALREEADY IN OUR FIRST MEETING.

JONATHAMN ASEED TO MEET ME IN OuDER 70O ASE IF HABONIM WOULD PARE UNDER
ITS WING (HABONIM WAS THEN EBOTH A LARGE YOUTH MOVEMENT AND A IMFORTANT
ELEMENT IN THE JEWISH AMD ZIONIST COMMUNITY) A SMALL WROUF OF YOURG
FEOFLE WHOM HE HAD GATHERED TOSETHER FOF CULTURAL AND ZIONIST
ACTIVITIES. THE GROUF BECAME AN INTEGREAL FPART OF HABONIM N NOETH WEST
LONDON. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN NO CONTACT WITH THE MEMEERS FOR MANY
YEARS, I UNDEESTAND THAT SOME OF THEM DID FOLLOW JOMATHAN? S FOOTESTERS
AND MADE ALIYA.

THIS GROUF WHLICH JOMATHAN HAD COLLECTED WAS QUITE A MIXTURE OF
YOUNGSTERS, SOME WITH NO JEWISH BACEGROUND AT ALL. YET HIS FEESONALITY
HAD MADE THEM, MAYEE ONLY ONE OF TWO YEAES YOUNGSER THAM HIM, INTO A
COHESIVE UNIT, WHOSE MEMEERS SFENT MANY HOURS TOGETHEE AS FRIENDS, NOT
JUST FOR EDUCATIONAL OR CULTURAL DEVELOFPMENT.

JONATHAN WAS ALGO PHYSICALLY SUITED FOR YOUTH LEADERSHIP. HE WAS TALL
AND HANDSOME, IN SOME WAYS THE JONATHAN WE HAVE WITH US TO DAY EESMELES
HIM 1IN AFFEARANCE, HIS ACCENT TO MY CARS AT ANY RATE, VERGED ON WHAT WAS
ENOWN AS "OXFORD". HE KNEW HOW TO EXPRESS HIS THOUGHTS COHERENTILY (AS
SPFOSED TO TO-DAY'S FAS!HION WHISH SEEMSE TO DEMAND AS MUCH STUMELING AS
FOSSIBLE)Y AND HE WAS CONSISTENT IN HIS JEWISH AND ZIONIST OUTLOOE OnN
LIFE, BEING VERY IDEALIGI I EVEN IN 1348 WHEN THE WORLD HAD BECOME MUCH
MOREE ©YNICAL.

WHEN THE STATE OF ISREAEL WAS DECLARED AMD THE WAR OF INDUPENDENCE LEDR TOD
MORE IDENTIFICATION WITH THE NEW ISRAELT NATION AMONG JEWS ALL OVER THE
WORLL, JOMATHAM FELT IT HIS DUTY, NOT OMLY TO SYMFATHIZE, BUT 10 TAKE AN
ACTIVE FART IN FISHTING FOR AND BUILDING THE NEW STATE. ALTHOUGH 1
MYEELF WAS FART OF THE ALIVA MOVEMENT, I THOUGHT THAT HE SHOUL D FEAL TSL
QIS OTHER DEEAM, AND COFLLIE HIS MEDICAL STUDIES BEFORE GOING ON ALTYA.
LHAVLNT T MENYIONED YE! THE STUBBROEN ELEMENT IN JOHATHANT 5 1MAKE ue,
FROUCALRLY INHERITED FROM HIS MUTHER! BUT HE COULD BE A YVERY STUEBEOEN
YOUNG MAN OHCE HIS DECISION ABOUT ANYTHIMG HAD BEEN MADE. 50 HE WOULD
NOT LISTEN TO ADVICE WHICH WENT AGAINET HIS FEINCIFLES, AND AS WE ENOW
FOUSHT IN THE MAHAL UMIT AND DIED FISHTING ON THE MISHMAR HAYARDEN,
MAHANAYIM FREONT.

I HOFE THAT OUR ACTIVITIESS IN THIS CARE (ENTFE WIlL BE A FITTING
MEMOREIAL TU JONATHARN.
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Two delightful letters in the post this week — for publication

in our local ‘rag’: The first one from Joany, Joyce Abb’s daughter,
who is working in Guatemala, originally for the Peace Corps, show-
ing the natives in outlying villages modern methods of agricul-
ture. She is slowly learning that things are not always as simple
as they seem... and has decided that she has to learn a bit more
about the subject before carrying on. The second letter was from
Jane Henriques, the late Col. Henriques’ daughter, journalist and
film—-maker in her own right, who thanks us in an appreciative and
witty manner for our hospitality a couple of months ago.

Lots of activities on Independence Day — especially if you were
under the age of 25 or so. Lots of people worked very hard to
make it a real family celebration, and 1 hope you too got a taste
of it.

Mrs. Boulter, aged 94, who helped us to rennovate the Sick Rooms,
came over from England to participate in the Official Opning, which
also took place on Independence Day. She has visited us every

year on Commemoration Day (the day previous to Independence Day)
for many years now, ever since her son was killed in the fighting
in the vicinity, and visits his grave in Rosh Pinah cemetary/

Mr. Desterreicher, Yael Sprung’'s father, was made an Honorary
Citizen of Tel Aviv on Independence Day (it was alsohis BOth

bir thday), for his cultural and civic contribution to the life

of the city over many years. Mazal Tov.

Sara Shuval has just spent a most interesting and instructive 10
days in ... Japan, where she took part in an art exhibition with

a bronze statue and 2 paintings. Twenty countries were represented.

Two new Russian families have arrived — one a young couple, and

the other an older family with a 15-year old daughter.
Enough for now.
fag B'Omer this week. Havé a good Shabbat.
INGE
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
2.5.93- Ze'ev Nitzan

David Erenberg
Aviv Ellman

Ella Colman

(Rachmani agranddaughter)

S P'nina Weisbort
Naftali Doari
4.5. Aviva Epstein 7.3
Nimrod Dadosh
9.9 Naomi Cohen

6.5. Ma ‘oz Weisbeker

(grandson)

Debby Chatzor

Elinoa Bar-David
Mordecai Broer

Abir Malina

HAPPY ANNTIVERSARY

2.5. Iris & Moshe Ben—-Chaim Lag B Omer
Etty & Uri Edelstein
6.5. Yona & El1i Oren Ruth & Doron Cohen
8.5. Timna & Yoram Shoer Leora & Yahel Atir
EXXKEXKKRKKKKE KKK KX
THANK YOU

RUTH RACHMANI and the young couple
would like to thank everybody for
a WONDERFUL WEDDING.

##{*l
CONDOLENSCES
to Steve Fink & family

on the death of

HIS MOTHER

JAHRZETIT

EARTH TREMOR

If you felt anything of
the tremor which appa-—
rently took place in
the Huleh Valley region
last week, please let
FRANK WATERMAN know. He
reports such details to
the appropriate
centres. THANK YOU

13 Iyar (1959) — Nina Eshtamoa

~ 15 Iyar (1991) - Michael Doar i —




