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MONDAY  APRIL THE ELEVENTH
NINETEEN-NINETY-FOUR
ON KIBBUTZ KFAR HANASI, ISRAEL




According to the Kabbalah,the word "AHAVA” (love) has the numerical

value of, 13.

This 5 the same numerical value as the word "ECHAD” which means "ONE”.
Unlike animals who were created as seperate beings, both male and female;
man and woman began as one.
megmmodmntumwewantedowbmwvuagecmemonytow/{y{ectthm
unity but we also wanted ways to show our equality. We éea/whed, bor ways
to give the ceremony meaning to us as secular Jews.

In Isvael, the Beth Din (religious court) do not allow bendings of the
ovthodox tadition. We found that some of, the ovthodox service was not
nelevant nor meaningpul to us.

It was as important to us to have a Jewish wedding as it was to have it in
Isnaed and we spent some time researching our options. The "how's and
why's” have been an educationally Jewish learning experience for both of
us.

We found Radbi Mavnur who s involved in the Progressive Judaism Movement
and discussed with fim our wish to exchange rings, involve our men and
women {niends to participate in the ceremony and write equal responsibilities
in our Kitubah (mawiage contract).

Although weddings which take place in Isael and do not confowm to Beth
Din taditions are not legally recognised; any obhicial secudar civil license
trom abroad 1A,

We rectived this document by getting mawvvied in Clurk County Registry on
September the 19th 1993. More commonly known as Las Vegas, we both wore
our jeans and giggled through "I do’s” and "To have and to holds” !
It%umummmmmwmdmawegetomwgatucemg
trom Las Vegas but we are very thankbul that are able to have a more
meaninghul service and celebration here on Khar Hanasi.

Owr wedding anntversaries will be on April the 11th of each yean.

In essence, all one needs for a halachic wedding s 2 male witnesses, a
signed fitubah and a ving.

The rest 45 tradition and by their very definition, taditions change and
adapt with the times.

We took the traditions and found spivitual meaning for us as modern Jews
which has been difbicudt but rewarding.

We have trvied in the following pages to review the meanings and ougins
of the twaditions and show how we adapted them.




THE MIKVEH

AmwheanandeMMo&]wMMeunMucenﬂywaAaned
wmm'mwuuyumwthamkueh.wngakmwandanmmhmg
Me,lMdéomWwﬁhMW.Iéough&boMaM@eﬁmm
tonwkeﬂubtlmdétionbétinw&thmyownidea%andphﬂo&oﬂm.
M%takenty.peopleﬂ»inkﬂwtﬂwmikoehabconnwtedtommﬂwwtionand
deant&mdandtlmtwomenméomehowunoleanbecauéetheyueed.mm

it an undevstandable misconception. Judeo-Chnistian philosophy 5 patriarchal
and historically women have been persecuted by their "magical” powenrs,
midwives in particulan.

B%mmundmmmingo{,ndennwdic{heand physiology, bleeding
nwaMﬂthmawaAawoundandﬂwpooMWyoﬁMeotionmdwwwaA
very much a reality. Women seem to defy this "twth” by remaining alive

and well despite dleeding every month.
Sﬂdotmthodox]ew%hmnmnotauowedphyéicwtconmatwimum
pmnMAumxohehaAwenwthenﬂweh.Thenﬂweh.MmanywaAom

has unfortunately become a "pamily punity” ssue.

Vou can see why a feminist might not be thhilled at the prospect of ailtending
the mikoeh.

On a spinitual level, however, the mikveh i a {ovely ritual which if implemented
on the same teaxms as for men , would be equally as refpeshing.
Itf}saépWalmecaMbn.Amengobthewwt.AwaAMngmayoﬁ

past huats, toubles and deeds.
FmtheMideétuawaAMngawayo{,mepaMMaandthWAM
entaﬂedandthewdcomingino{,anewm,ew&thadi“mntbwtm.

The mikveh 5 the one wholly womens’ eapenience left in Judaism which

TheJoManRivm%thanwaMandvmnmmem. It
hotdAnoneo{,theMigmwhichhaALeenaMoaiatedwiﬂttlead&tionat
mikvot to generstions of Jewish women.
RaMiMwunmaduiAedmumtuwbaawaActoamwuwhataddcinwmwwubn
of the mikveh but unportunately, we have 30 polluted our coastal waters
ﬂwtlwouldrwthaoebdtpMMaMyéprlmdeaangﬂme.
GoingbackwnatmwabanmatentwayobmngingHwApMuameonal
andW’giouAaprto{,g@ttingmaAM'adtog@wm{,m"w.
Iinu&tedal,wolo&eﬁniendAtoioinmatﬂmedanRivmon'Monday
nwdmhgandmkedeacho{,myctowl/biendbwhocowtdnotmakeﬂwtong

A g‘omneytoIMad,wwmamaymmwadingandéealitinanenvdope

k tobeopenedandwadbymy(,ﬁendéwtmelmdan.

The mikveh has evolved to mean a spiritual rebinth for me. In many ways
Mewatm%mmﬂwehwpmmﬂwwnioticwddwhﬂ:chmoteotAand
nowishes ub in the womé.
Imgmwwmwwowyamw"mm"mm

-' ! company of fiends, some of whom are epecting to bring new lives into

. the wold themselves in the near futwre.




THE KITUBAH

Most authorities agree that the kitubah, as a piece of rabbinical legcstation,
was very advanced for s time.

It 5 not , however, a Torvah requirement.
In effect it 5 a legal document which s very specipic about the groom’s
nesponsiblities in the maviage. It protects a woman financially . Should
her husband {eave, a woman would have found hewselfy destitute with perhaps S
several childven dependant upon henr. 0
The kitubah makes it financially difhicult for the man to leave his pariner
and therefore encourages him to do everything in his power to resolve the
Nowadays, women are more financially independant, which is just as well

F as the ammount of money Apecified in the kitubah i no {onger enough to
L‘ sustain a Aingle woman with children.

The orvthodox kitubah also assumes that all the responsibilities and decistons

in the maviage are made by the man.

The kitubah has become an impovtant document in Jewish life. During the
holocaust, it was the last possesjion, that people held onto. It prves the
Jewish heritage of, any children doan into the mavuage.

It i a deautiful document but unforunately has lost relevance over the

yeanss.

Part of the teat in the traditional ovthodox kitubah states thai the document

5 not to ée looked at as a mere piece of paper nor a negotiable obligation.......
"It shall not be a mere specudation or sample”.

We felt that as it is written, wecou/tdnotmega/utﬂwkéwl»aha/banyming
but a document to be filed away.

legally, we coudd not in honesty sign il.

Instead we chose a modean kitubah which emphasizes our commitmenis to
eachother and oun Jewishness.

We contracted an awtist to design it and chose the wording.

We decided on a mix of two modern kitubot written by Rabbis Kushnenr,

Metdman, Lipman and Buchdaid.

We witl sign this kitubah today at the chuppah. It is wrilten in English and
Hebrew. The following 15 the English teat;

The brvide said to the groom;

"Be thou consecrated to me as my paviner
according to the laws of, Moses and Isaed.

I shall treasure you and respect you with honoun
and devotion as is customary amongst Jewish women
who have {oved and cherished

their partners throughout the ages.”

The groom repeats this.

As we share life's everyday eaperiences, we promise to stive for an
intimacy which will enable us to express our innermost thoughts and feelings;
to be sensitive to each other's needs; to share life's joys and to compord
each other thwough life’s sovows; to challenge each other to achieve
intellectual and physical and emotional tranquility.

(e also promise to establish a home commiited to our Jewish heritage and
linked eternally to the community of Isael; a home filled with love, learning,
compassion and integrity 50 we and our childven can flownish and grow.

AUl this v valid and l»mdmg




KABBALAT PANIM

Just defore the wedding ceremony, the witnesses have to sign the kitubah.
The dride also has to get ready to walk down to the chuppah.

Sometimes the bride and groom cavy out this part of the hounalities in
deperate rooms but por technical reasons we. decided to share. the moadon
on the kibbutz.

Ondy family and close piends attend this pat ofy the. proceedings.

The men taditionally gather round the groom while he signs the kitubah
while thewomen {(uss over the bride.

My Aunty Fanice will fix my veil bepore Panny comes over to lowen it.
This custom dates back to the story of Jacob. Jacobs did not see the bace
of his bride-to-be and was tricked into mawnying Leah instead of, Rached.
Another reason for covering the $rides tace 5 to indicate that the groom
3 not oy interested in physical beauty.

Beauty will fade in time, but th the groom is attracted to the trides spinitual
quatities, he loves her soul which will never dim.

Now the wedding party makes its way to the chuppah.

=




THE CEREMONY

In an orvhodox wedding, the man must ée the ondy one to give a ning.

It 5 his giving and her accepting of, something of value which validates

the wedding.For this reason the ring must not have any holes or stones in

it lest the value de unclean. ;

It 15 basically a tansaction and although Danny could theoretically give
anything of value, a rvng has become the novm.

By exchanging rings, the ovthodox intenpretation would be that Danny and I
only eachanged two items of worth rather than him buying something exclusively
tor me.

This in ovthodox opinion would reduce me to an item to be bartered or
eachanged o1 something of equal value although the groom giving the
brvide a ring does not represtt him "buying” hen.

Rather it @5 interpreled as a changing of status.

Again this presumes that it i the man who has the obligation to change the
womans tatus from that of single to mawied.

We consider it a mutual understanding that both the bride and groom are in
We chose to exchange rings as another way of showing our equal responsibilities
and Matus.

The chuppah which represents the home of, the new couple will be held up
by friends, doth men and women and the seven dlessings will be read in
Hebrew and English by men and women too.

A tadition which has teen lost by Ashkenazi Jews over the years is called
TheMideoDwt%-ﬂwgwomBm?tinmdependingonwhichpaMOl,the
word the couple come from.
The circling creates a magical symbolic ring of protection. It also symbolically
binds the couple together. It also shows that prvimary allegience i now to
the parinership rather than to the house of the respective parents.
We will circle each other 3 times.
This custom 5 being revived in Conservative and Refoun weddings in the
Uhited States.

r'g)
The breaking of the glass is the final and most well known part of, the ;
Jewish wedding. It represents the destwuction of the second temple. Since ,
that in efpect meant the dispersing of Jewish life and created the diaspora Y A
whichhmouentmmaedﬂwaAuMyaMduwuy.u%memﬁauy (%9/(8))
a solemn note on which to end a wedding. J
A wedding 15 considered to ée the most joyous event in Jewish lije, o/
more 50 than the Sabbath (Shabat ha matka)
Simidar to the bitter herds at Passover which remind us that whilst we are
free, once we were sMaves ans that others continue to be persecuted, the
dreaking of the glass reminds us of the juata-postion that exists in life.
Joy and soviow, positive and negative.
In I5hael, for example, Fallen Soldiers Day immediately preceeds the joy of
Independance Day.
Owr cousins, Dorvit and Richard, asked their guests to wait a few moments
after the breaking of the glass before shouting ” mazal -tov " and we too
would like ourn guests to respect this symbolic silence which represents oun
dispension. e
Inwwda%a{,tmmecmenwny,mucew@uwﬁoodMdetmngwom.
Danny I will take a moments seclusion (Yichud) to reflect on our day.
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NEWwS OF THE WEEK

Those of you who were present at the Holocaust Wall on the Day of
Remembrance no doubt saw the much improved arrangements for lighting
the Jahrzeit candles. They were made by Isaac, and should be used

for many years to come.

Independence Day has come and gone — with the weather more
suitable for the height of summer than spring. Only the most hardy
had the traditional picnic lunch in the Park — most pecple took the

goodies home and had their barbecue in family or ne ighbourhood groups
in the shade. Did you manage to see the fly—past around lunchtime -

a group of planes making a "46" 1in the sky? I missed it, because by the
time 1 got outside they had already passed. Let's hope that next year

we shall be able to celebrate wholehear tedly 1in peace and prosperity...

welcome to Shmuel Epstein, who is visiting from the States for just one

week (without the family this time) .

Dishon Bilgory is back home after his stay 1in Canada and the

States. Good to see ybu.

"Gar ' in Heigh" (Johnny, Raymond & Co.) celebrated the 34th anniversary

of their aliyah to Israel. (Raffi was invited too — he also arrived then
although he doesn’'t remember ....).

¥ Danni & Tanya and the families would like to thank everybody for their
presents, and for their efforts to make the wedding such a wonder ful
and unforgettable event. For some chaverim it was the first Reform
wedding in which they took part — and was a 1ittle different from the
ceremony we are used to - but that made it all the more interesting.
Again — Mazal tov to all concerned.

To all of us — a guiet week, and SHABBAT SHALOM, Inge

Notice from the SECOND—HAND ESTABLISHMENT —

From next Sunday, 18.4., you may bring SUMMER clothes you want to sell.

OPENING HOURS (Reminder): Mornings — Mon. to Thurs. 10.00 — 12.00

Evenings — Sun. & Thurs. 18.00 - 19.00
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