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This week's reporter is Dalia Bouskila.

“Divrei” this week carmies several pieces about Gerry. Gerry was a warm family man, a
person of wide and varied interests, of unassuming character. It is not quite fair to condense
all the words into one sentence, but even less so not to refer to them at all. May he rest in
peace.

Meanwhile, life goes on; because of a steep rise in the infant population, we had to clean up
and re-open what used to be “Yasmin® nursery, the old baby nursery.

Rosh Hashanah was, as usual, a happy and festive get-together, with large numbers of
native sons plus their families, for whom Kfar Hanassi is still the place to celebrate the start
of a new year.

Appropriately, our older teenagers have began a thorough clean-up job on their club room,
under the guidance of Adi, their new madrich.

Three of our girls are joining in this year's school trip to Poland - Karin Amar, Ofri Wagner
and Inbar Cohen. We hope to get reports of their impressions from their visit.

Max Mader is also going on an “educational” trip abroad. After 45 years of teaching, Max is
leaving for romantic ltaly on Sept. 22™ for a five-week course on Italian ant and music. The
course starts in Rome and continues in Florence. Max will have a chance to practice his

Italian (as a graduate of opera school, he has a good grounding), eat some good pasta, and,
of course, revel in the cultural nches of Htaly.

Corinne reports on a plan - still very far from decided on - to have a performance by Matti
Caspi in the park at Succoth. Execution of the plan depends on our money men, and the
agreement of the park's neighbours. We hope that everyone will agree, and we'll be able to
enjoy an evening with a first-class artist.

Something has to be said - again, unfortunately - on the vexed subject of the festival gift
given by the kibbutz to members. The gap between the size of the gift received by members
working in income-producing branches and that received by workers in the service branches
is getting wider and wider, not to speak of the gap between those employed by Habonim and
all the rest. The difference is so large that instead of giving pleasure, the gift causes anger.
We must decide what we're going to do about it, and we should do it before Pesach, the next
gift-giving festival.

The first big event of the year was not a pleasant one. Colin and Yehudit's offices were set
on fire by someone, perhaps from inside the kibbutz, perhaps from outside - we still don't
know. Colin tells us: the night watchman noticed at 3.45 a.m. that the light bulb by the
offices was broken, but had no idea that this might be deliberate. Ruthie Marx, coming home
from holiday at 4.45, noticed a smell of smoke and called out Tony &Co. It seems that the
arsonist(s) first poured benzene on the door of Alec and Yehudit's office and, when that didnt
start a fire, broke down the door of Colin's office and started a fire with a bunch of papers.
Luckily, the walls are fire resistant and the fire didn't spread. The result: blackened walls, a
room permeated by the smell of smoke, some meited gift packages - and 20,000 shekels
worth of damage, for which the insurance company will pay recompense of a mere NIS
8,000. It could have been worse; no important documents were destroyed, and in any case,
all important records have a back-up copy in a fire-proof safe.

Some time ago, the staff of a dental clinic in Tel-Aviv, one of a chain of some 17 clinics,
came to our B&B for a holiday. They liked it so much that they passed on the word, and were
followed by a similar staff group from Ashkelon. On Friday a third group, this time from Lod,
is coming for the weekend. The holiday package consists of Friday night supper, a jeep tnp,




and Bedouin style lunch in the park. Please don' apply for a job in our dental clinic, the list is
full....

Get ready for the Succoth street fair, to be held, as usual, in the Hermon Housing Estate.
There will be stalls for home-made food - bakers, jam makers etc., please contact Reggie.
There will also be stalls selling second-hand goods, and the proceeds will be added to the
lea.ssommwbypeop!einK!arHanassitoﬂvefundforvbﬁmsoﬂheeaﬂhquakem
Turkey.

SHABBAT SHALOM

MAZALTOV

Birthdays Anniversaries

Sept. 18 llana Rose
Zohar Kossover (Jackson family)

Sept. 20 Shaula Elman

Dana Elayev
Gavriela Golan

Sept. 21 Yaron Cina

Sept. 22 Chava Frank Shulamit & Johnny Frank
Meital Cohen (Mendjigursky family) Sara & David Davolt
Eldad Lifschitz

Sept. 23 Keren Lippa (Epstein family) Elina (Waterman) & Moshe Harush
Maya Sho'er (Amit-Gershman family)

Sept. 24 Kenny Whitham
Andrew Simmons
Sela Blumental (Glick family)
Keinan Ehrenberg

Sept. 25 Gal Levine
David lan Kopp (Kopp-Hart family)

IN MEMORIAM

11th Tishrei Esther Cina
147 Tishrei Marga Grunberg




WHY KILL THE DOGS?

In the course of my work as disposer of stray dogs on the Kibbutz. members
and parents often ask why it is necessary to kill the dogs and boxes of
puppies and kittens that are thrown on the Kibbutz The answer is
distressing. The number of available good homes are few and far between:
there are hundreds of dogs to every available home in the country (Israel
S.P.C.A figures), and the ratio increases twice a year when more litters are
born and thrown on the streets and settlements to multiply, be injured by
traffic, poisoned by municipalities, sold to research institutes for experiments,
or die of hunger and thirst.

Members sometimes tell me it's possible to find homes for animals with our
hired workers. When | hear that | tremble and try to point out that we are the
bosses of the hired workers, and they might take an animal to please the
boss when they really can't afford it, and then it will end up on the streets
again. When | accepted the job of dealing with strays, | used to give animals
to all takers until | discovered what happens to some. The following are only
two of my experiences:

1) A home was found in Safed for a large mongrel dog. Two months later a
friend phoned inviting me to check on the dog. When | got there | found the
animal tied to a very short piece of string outside an apartment block without
water or shelter. The dog was skin and bone and surrounded by its own
excrement. My friend tells me that's how the animal existed. it was never
exercised. and when she offerad to buy it to put it out of its misery, the proud
owner asked for a thousand shekels. Of course | cut the string, took the
animal away and gave it a few days of guality life before putting it down
painlessly and humanely by injection.

2) Another friend found two small twin puppies sealed in a box benind 2
dustbin. She nursed them back to health and gave them to a worker from
Tuba: she was his boss. He said they would be suitable for his daughter. My
friend put a blue ribbon around the neck of the male puppy and pink around
the female. Three months later two large twin puppies were thrown on the
Kibbutz: they were skin and bone, ill and covered in fleas and ticks. One had
a very tight blue ribbon around its neck, the pink ribbon was missing.

Many animal welfare groups report similar abuse and worse, that's why we
must never give an animal away unless we know the home and can visit it
Has it a garden? Can they afford a dog - food. veterinary service, training
medicines, etc., etc.? Is it just a toy for the children? What will happen to the
animal when the family takes a holiday? That is the time when most dogs are
thrown on the streets. kibbutzim, moshavim and army camps. We ourselves
are not immune to these abuses, and my counterparts at Amiad and other
kibbutzim tell me that sometimes their strays are taken and left on the
motorways to Haifa: and then there's the horrendous treatment to animals in
kibbutz industries. Whether all this has something to do with a neglect in the
writings of A.D. Gordon we shall never know, but it's a fact that between one




and four dogs are thrown on almost every kibbutz every month, and, in most
cases. are left without food, water or shelter till someone can be found to
shoot, drown or poison them. The only three words these frightened souls
aver hear from their human superiors are * Away from here Y

Some members and parents say, why not take the strays to a municipal
pound or animal sheiter? Unfortunately space here won't allow a list and
description of the horror prisons that pass as municipal pounds in this
country, and which are often reported on by animal organisation (our own
“pound"” at Kiryat Shmona included). Also municipalities still use the banned
poison strychnine to Kill unwanted dogs. Strychnine causes violent
convulsions and painful muscle spasms before an agonizing death releases
the animal. As for shelters, all private shelters in the country are already
overfull. overworked and struggle to survive on voluntary contributions. In
many, euthanasia is carried out soon after arrival. The Tel-Aviv shelter alone
has seven hundred animals left at its gate every month - yes 700 every month
(S.P.C.A figures), many come from the *Let The Animals Live" shelter which
itself is constantly overfull and constantly turns animals away. The only two
shelters in our own area are Tiberius and L'Havot Habashon. Tiberius has
the only municipal S.P. C.A. shelter in the country, it opened in May of this
year, is already full though there is space for many more cages of 180 x 4
meters. which the municipality can't afford at present. The sheiter at L'Havot
Habashon was built and run single handedly by a remarkable lady, after work
hours. Her kibbutz gives no financial support to the shelter, nor volunteer
help; all her personal allowance goes into the shelter and is gone within six
months. and some other kibbutzim dump their own unwanteds on her without
giving her a penny either. Her “no-kill" policy means that the shelter is always
overfull and all her time after work is spent finding food for ninety-six dogs (at
the last count). But what sort of existence is it for animals to spend their lives
in cages - the better ones 1.80 x 4 meters, the worst 1im x 1m, when there
are never enough good homes to go around?

What then is the solution to the over-population problem? It's very simple.
Apart from the breeds that people will pay money for and, therefore, value, all
other dogs should be spayed or neutered, backed by government subsidy,
and have microchip implants for identification purposes. Meanwhile,
unwanted litters of puppies and kittens should be put down humanely a day
or two after birth to spare them a life of misery and suffering. The Israel
Veterinary Service has already initiated a micro chip scheme but then
immediately took a step backwards by overtly oppesing the introduction of
private low price spay-neuter clinics. | wonder why!!!

Now this doesn't mean we shouldn't seek homes for strays outside the
kibbutz. of course we should, but they must be responsible homes that meet
the above criteria (fifth paragraph) otherwise we simply absolve our
consciences at the expense of the animals.

Melvin Simons




