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A few words in English to Allison's family:

To Allison and Erez, Clare & Richard, Stacy. Todd. Lisa. Rachel and Tony To me
Ofer is about music.

In trying to say something about Ofer, "music" always comes to mind.

Ofer standing there with his tenor sax, coal notes flowing from that strange
instrument.

| know why he picked that instrument. You can play out your soul

through a saxophone and Ofer does just that.

There is a magical relationship between Ofer and music.
One song says: "Words don't come easily" and that is so true.

| find myself facing you now. feeling so at loss for words that any words that
came to mind | quickly write down, and that is what this piece of paper is
about.

King David was a musician, and in psalm 23 he wrote about comfort: "Even though
| walk through the valley of the shadow of death. | will fear no evil; for you

are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me."

In the book of the prophet Isaiah (43:2) it says:

"When you pass through the waters. | will be with you; and through the rivers,

they shall not overflow you; when you walk through the fire, you shall not be
burned; nor shall the flame kindle upon you."

.. And even though | find it hard to understand comfort over such a loss.

these verses seem to have something. like music. that comes from the soul. |
sincerely hope that you can find even a little bit of comfort in these words.
Kibbutz Kfar Hanassi is a big family and we sometimes only realize this through
tragic events. You have become part of our family twice. Once through the
marriage of Allison and Ofer, and now at this terrible loss of your son-in-law.

If there is any comfort to be had through family ties. we. at Kfar Hanassi
extend our arms to you and embrace you once mare into our family.

| pray that this will be the last of your sorrows.

David Ellman
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Ofer. you are one of our children, and we feel your death with unbearable pain.
And yet we cannot begin to imagine the grief and pain that is felt by Allison,
your parents. sisters, brother, and all family and friends you have touched so
gracefully and so profoundly.

You brought light and joy. and music, and love and spirituality into the warld
and it now seems a little grayer without you.

When Allison returned to the United States with you. her life was more
complete, mare settled and maore joyful, having fallen deeply in love with you;
and we know it was the same for you; for the two of you operated on a
different level than the rest of us. Anyone wha knew you. knew how strong your
bond of love and respect was for each other.

We are grateful to have known you and to have been taught by you. and far
bringing Erez into all our lives. You loved him so much - now he is your
legacy. He has your beauty. your strength - all your wonderfulness! We pray
for your peace.
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Allison. we know that Ofer will always be a part of you also. and that you will
continue to pass along his essence, coupled with your own beauty and light.

Ofer has given you his love, his strength, and his spirit. He was a gift to
all of us.

May he always be a guiding light for you to draw strength from as you take each
step from this day to each following day.

We love you Ofer, and we miss you; you have blessed our lives and we are not
guite the same because of you.

We will remember you always.

Clare and Rich Segall.

JTX MNAOX '9N 790N

Growing up on a kibbutz is a unique way of life. Aimast from the beginning you
are more associated with your class then with anything else. Our Kita was Kitat
Cherman - like the highest mountain we all could see everyday as we strolled
through the narrow paths of our little village. It was a daily reminder that we
were the best. Our classmates were more then our brothers and sisters, more
then our friends. We loved each other and counted on each other and stood for
one another. The years may have gone by but Kitat Chermon would stay forever.

We all expected to laugh at this "bond" we have when we reached old age and had
yet another spontaneous kita get-together. Guiltily counting our children and
grandchildren, once again sharing childhood memaries and being comforted in the
fact that all of us were together.

| am trying to make sense of this. After all, its not supposed to happen to us.

not like this. The only comfort | find is that knowing Ofer, his need to please

and comfort, | think the plan was that since his physical entity limited him,

now he is free to wonder everywhere and be with all of us all the time. We need
you Ofer to comfort us. | know that you are here among us now. watching us with
that half grin and finally hearing all the praise and adulation you always

deserved.

You believed in destiny. in accepting whatever life has to offer and making the
most of it.

| guess there is solace in knowing you are at peace but we are hurting. We miss
you.

The most important event in Ofer's life was meeting Allison. | remember the day

you told me about her. We were at the pool. You were wearing your brown shorts.
torn at the bottom and a white tank top to show off your wonderful pecs. You

said that you met someone and that she was the most wonderful woman you've ever
met. | asked you who she was and then you told me all about Allison. Her beauty

and wisdom and acceptance. Your eyes gleamed and for once that silly grin

didn't fill in the rest. | knew that finally you found your destiny and you
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were finally satisfied that you had the most.

When you brought little Erez to meet us last year no-one could have been
prouder. Aimost the whole time you were here, Erez was in your arms and the
look on Allison's face was of quiet indulgence. Now you had definitely done
your best.

Everyone here has already talked about what a special guy you were but Ofer to
me it was more then your faults and your gualities. You were a friend to me at

the most difficult times in my life. You had a way of making me smile when

words just didn't cut it. You knew when to be there and when to take my side.

yet always knowing how to reason with me so that the blows would be softer. You
always had these infantile jokes that left me no choice but to laugh.

It's difficult to say all that needs to be said. standing before a beloved

friend's last resting place. Each one of us had a very close. loving

relationship with Ofer. Each one of us has memaries and | am sure has spent the
last few days. like | have. remembering little things we shared. crying because
there were so many things still to do. still to say. and yet a part of me knows
that you will be sharing it with us and you might even be a bit upset that

there is so much crying. | know maost of my tears are because | want one mare
time to hug you, one more time to see that half grin, one mare time to admire
the wonderful physique and yet | feel you so close to us. So if it's any
conciliation to anyone standing here - he is. | also am sure that Ofer can see
our tears, can here our grief and can feel our love.

Allisan, Erez, Shulamit. Johnnie, Rafi, Avigail and Yaeli, please believe this
as | do. | am, Kitat Chermon is, all of us are, the things he loved the most,
and though we are hurting today and are still trying to understand, Ofer is at
peace and with us always.

[T DNOX
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Date: Sun, 14 May 2000 02:20:31 -0800
From: Nir & Mimi <miminir@efn.org>

Many years ago. Ofer asked me to help with a special project: a couple of days
before the start of Sukkot, we framed a sukkah on the back of a flat bed
trailer, pulled it with a tractor, and landed the instant sukkah in the middle

of Savta Chava and Saba Emil's lawn. As this deed was unexpected., it had far
reaching effects and hit the local media. Savta wrote a moving article in
"Divrei" about the magical Sukkah, the two heroes, and the joy of the chag. It
IS a great story. so simply describing the essential Ofer.

The tractor - Ofer at the helm of a great machine: A skillful

navigator of tractors, cars, trucks and motorcycles. Ofer was naturally and
comfartably in control. Commanding his beautiful body with the ease of a born
sportsman, he was as good a driver as he was with most athletic activities. Of
course. the athletic challenge of driving a tractor often required Ofer to be
shirtless, whiskered, and with Ray Ban sunglasses.



The Sukkah: Coming from a lineage of carpenters and raised among artists. Ofer
became a renaissance man. He was always creating something. and treated every
creation as a work of art. Ofer's creative skills ranged from fine arts through
musical mastery of various instruments, harmonic singing. composition and
orchestration, as well as woodwarking. In our conversations over the last few
years, Ofer and | often discussed his wark.

| was amazed to see how fast Ofer was growing in his new career of carpentry
and building. His business logo. "Frank Waorks" was a perfect description of his
professional integrity and his pride in his creations.

His recent return to musical exploration and creativity alongside his career,
must have been like a joyous reunion with an old friend. While never rushing.
pushing. or overloading his life, Ofer never stopped creating.

The Family: As a husband and father, Ofer nurtured, adored and

upheld Allison and Erez wholly and beautifully. The path of dedication and
commitment to his family was ever-constant since his childhood. just as
building a sukkah for Savta was simgly instinctual. Born a peacemaker. Ofer was
giving. loving . and thus served in a well-suited balancing role.

within a family he admired completely and uncaonditionally.

Friendship: Building. delivering and landing a sukkah required the willingness
of a friend. Ofer was always surrounded by peaple who would do anything they
could do to help him, and this obviously was earned through Ofer's own deep
commitment to his friends.

Being not only a family man but a community man. a soul brother and a lover.
Ofer shared profound aspects of his life with many privileged people. touching
many hearts and souls at the deepest levels.

Mitzvah and self love: Possibly the most challenging to me of all

of Ofer's profound teachings was his ability not only to do good deeds and be a
wonderful human being. but the simple way he was able to acknowledge himself.
What at times irritated me as a youth - Ofer would look at a drawing he
completed with a smile of sincere admiration - would later in my life become
what | often wish for maost: an ability to love my own creations, and to truly
accept myself. Ofer searched and found profound levels of self pride and
acceptance.

This enabled him to be humble without being self-effacing. accept praise with a
blushing face and a big grin. thrive on the stages of jazz nightclubs and bask

in the praising article of Savta Chava in "Divrei."

With the power of love and his unigue spiritual approach. Ofer

carved a beautiful path of integrity through the world around him. He demanded
and established clarity everywhere he went, and strove for inner and outer
beauty. He lived an extremely full life, and enriched all whose lives touched

his. In the last years of his life, Ofer reached true contentment.

Allison and Erez were the fulfilment of his dreams. He thrived creatively and
rofessionally. With his passing. Ofer truly willed us life - to be lived all

the way. Standing near his open grave, the ugliest scar the earth can bear, we
the living might see nothing but the evil of the divine plan which took Ofer
away. May we learn to live with the rich imprints of Ofer on our lives. May we
live, love and create as
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Ofer teaches us. Beyond this earthly realm of pain and void. may Ofer's spirit
soar high and far, a dove on a wind of light.
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"Digi Divrel" - The voice of the village (digital version)

Yes. we stillhave a voice and would like you to hear it and to hear from you
too! Please write /respond/complain and otherwise abuse us {just kidding)

Keep in touch. Remember you are part of this community!
David Ellman:  dellman@kfar-hanassi.org.il
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