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ZIMBABWE!

Slowly cruising the shoreline. teeming with game; buffalo, elephant. zebra.
tommy gazelles. ambling down for the evening drink ... the water lapping
against the houseboat. we drop anchor and sit and watch, as we sip our gin 'n
tonics. savaoring every second of this magical moment. as the African sun sets
fire to the vast harizon. No one speaks, or breathes too loudly, for this is
special, as these magnificent creatures of G-d descend to within meters of the
boat. Not one human sound disrupts this sacred moment of the evening. The
piercing call of the Fish Eagle breaks our silence, to announce it has found
supper on the lake - a magnificent Tiger Fish - his family's dinner. To the
gentle "aahs" of us Africans. who watch as he carries the 2 kilo prey back to
the nest ... shrieking once again, in victary ... this is Africa, all of it,

and we are here to be with it and share in its magic. The fire sun dropsto a
lower ebb. and we wait to withess the exit of hippas emerging onto land. their
staccato grunts echoing through the dying darkness. announcing their nocturnal
binge on the ripe vegetation. The many crocs have already left their sun-kissed
sandbanks, gliding slinkily inta the milky, dark domain of their watery

existence. only to continue gliding. for the last morsel they might snap up to
drown, then hide under water, till half rotten. before consuming it. This is

Africa. This is Kariba. The largest man made dam in the southern hemisphere.
bordered on the east share, by Wange, a massive game park, still pristine, well
managed. and where the rhino and elephant are most protected.

Victoria Falls ... one of natures wonders ... a haven for tourists, both from

south of the border and internationally. Host to the best white water

rafting. 111m of Bunji jumping. wild life. local wooden, (mahogany) craft of

the highest guality. All this in the hands of the most accommodating black and
white Zimbabwean citizens ..... who take you white water rafting. buniji
jumping. game viewing and too are most proud of what they have to show and
give. They are dignified. quietly spoken. the black people. fluent in English
(when asked why. they say that in school. all their subjects are taught to them
in Englishl) and extremely humaorous. Enduring these scary exercises like white
water rafting. they are there with you and for you, and at the end of an
exhilarating day. you share the moment watching your exploit on video with
them. over a long. cold Zim laagerl What makes this relationship so special.
is the absence of racialism. A cool fresh time to be yourself, they

themselves. and no barriers between you. They. unlike South Africa have no
"apartheid" baggage to carry.

Zimbabwe has lived for 20 years off a readily established, economy. agriculture
(which brings in 40% if fareign revenue) and excellent tourism, not only from
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south of the border, but internationally.

The mere "panic for power" exuding from one demented. sick and sad individual -
Robert Mugabe - is currently destroying a once happy. productive people. the
economy and a very beautiful, well preserved country. "The 2nd last Bread
Basket of Africa"l In no time it will be lost to lack of order, law and

dignity: treeless pastures, unproductive land, gameless farms, the rhino horn
and the elephant ivory trade shall once again flourish. and bring these animals
once again into serious extinction. Forwhat? For pure. undiluted Greed of a
peasant who rose to power in a superb country. and had not even the skill to
balance his own cheque book

Let's not talk about The Rule of Law., or Human Rights Abuses. as these no
longer exist in Zimbabwe. The accords signed years ago with the United
Nations, the Commonwealth, the SADEC countries, etc.etc.etc. no longer mean
anything. They have been long forgotten. After all, all they are. are pieces

of paper, accompanied by press photographs stored in the archives. of some
smiling Baboon, making the right moves for the sake of international investment
and "funding", with the accompanying slogan: "ooh yes. sah, we want
deemocrasssy! iit ees gooot! for owa cuntrrryl® Oh yes. we have heard.
watched and been shocked by similar events in history. have we not? Hitler's
Nazi Germany. Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Mozambigque and now Zimbabwe, just to
mention a few!

To the intelligent world. | hope you can see the Zimbabwean crisis is not about
land at all. It is about retaining Power. It is about intimidation of the

farmers and their workers, who support the MDCC. the opposition party.

The intimidation, as seen on CNN, BBC. and told to us by the women and children
refugees in our community, is about physical violence, burning homes, looting,.
raping. kidnapping. forcing farm warkers to wear ZANUPF t-shirts and sing their
songs ... maiming animals (as done in Kenya during the Emergency) and burning
crops about to be reaped. Let alone murdering.

The War of Independence was 20 yrs ago. How many veterans do we see of that
age? Most are under that agel How much mare proof does the world need to
see, of a man with a bank account in Switzerland. homes around the world, of a
security system to make Clinton look envious. to realize this is anarchyl
Dictatorship at it's best!

In the words of Alan Paton in his boaok, "Cry the Beloved Country" | have
adapted his last chapter to Zimbabwe:

"Yes. it is the dawn that has come. The titihoya (a bird) wakes from sleep.
and goes about its work of forlorn crying. The sun tips with light the
mountains of Nyanga. The great valley of the Zambezi is still in darkness. but
the light will come there. Harare is still in darkness. but the light will

come there also. For it is the dawn that has come, as it has come for a
thousand centuries. never failing. But when that dawn will come, of our
emancipation, from the fear of bondage and the bondage of fear, why, that is a
secret."

G-d bless Africal

Moira Grueneberg.
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