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Goodbye Jonathan

Jonathan, we worked together in the foundry for a number of years and during
that time | came to appreciate your many qualities: your honest belief in a
better society which led you to this kibbutz, and above all your sense of
humour which could make the so-called sublime ridiculously funny.

Your belief in the kibbutz as a better way for human beings to live together

led you to examine and analyse the statutes that. by law. define the basis of
kibbutz as a different and more humane society. Chaverim were impressed by the
honesty of your approach to the changes that were taking place in Kfar Hanassi
and elected you to the Contral Committee whose mandate was to monitor the
functions of the kibbutz bureaucracy. This was the highest expression of our
regard far your capability to act objectively, even when membership in that
committee led to conflicts with the kibbutz leadership and the Executive

Council. The unwillingness of that council to implement the recommendations of
the Control Committee led to your resignation and the subsequent dissolution of
the Committee. Sadly. we'll never know the truth of the matter.

Others. and | remember. even now with a smile, your sense of humour which was
of the English debunking kind.

| remember you telling me that. having discovered a massive hole beneath your
house. you were determined to turn it into an underground garage for the use
of the kibbutz leaders who found it frequently necessary to travel to Tel Aviv

in order to get new ideas for kibbutz changes. "Soon", you said "every kibbutz
will want an underground garage - we'll make a fartune selling the holes under
our houses."

You told me about your deeds as a paramedic on reserve duty in the Israeli
army. "The average Israeli soldier regards a paramedic in charge of a clinic

as being next to God and less liable to make mistakes. For example. one day a
reservenik came up to me and said: 'Jonathan. I've cut my finger and I've
covered it up with a shmatter. Can you bandage it for me?' | said to him:



Page: 15

'Don't take off the shmatter 'cos you'll let the bacteria out and there'll be

hell to pay.' 'How can you bandage my finger if | don't take off the shmatter?
And what are these bacteria?' he said. and | answered "They're everywhere -
they brought down the last Government." | put on a facemask. bandaged his
finger and said:' In three months your wife will get pregnant.' Next day there
was a line of men waiting outside the clinic waiting for a bacteria".

Jonathan, you were my neighbour and | never knew you were

ill. When you were still conscious | visited you and you said, "It happens you
know" in answer to my question "why?" Later, while you slept. | held your hand
and thought: "Ships passing each other in the night manage to signal to each
other, even with the help of a hand lamp. 'Good luck and Bon Voyage'. People
passing each other on the path or in the street never manage to communicate.
We leave you with the words of John Donne: "Any man's death diminishes me.
because | am

invalved in mankind; and therefore never tend to know for whom the bell tolls.

It tolls for thee." Go in peace Jonathan.

Eric
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"Dial Divrel" - Divrei, digital version
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"US elections: Last time we dealt with a Bush we were in the desert for 40
years"
"Isaeli version: to BB or not to BB? that is the question"



