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Jonathan in

et Yonatan

| arrived on Friday night having received a call from Dr. Ann advising me that
Jonathans condition was unstable at best. Out of the vehicle with my bags and
straight in. Jonathans eyes opened wide and he gave me a knowing satisfied smile.

How well he knew me.

We hugged bonds renewed and talked of many things. He seemed well. but weak. The
staff came in and proudly Jonathan introduced me and | saw the beginning of what
transpired to be an unforgettable journey comprising of Jonathan, myself, his

friends, and all the people who worked at Beit Yonatan.



| seemed to have become a part of Beit Yonatan slipping easily into its routine.
talking with all the people as if | had known them for years. Some of them | had
known for years - lost threads in a rapidly unraveling tapestry.

Jonathan and | took our meals with all of the residents and in between | would
massage him with oils.

Dr. Ann visited often. talking openly and frankly about Jonathans condition. She
brought in Hospice to talk with Jonathan and included in that team was Dr. Mariana.
an oncologist.

Jonathans wishes were very clear and were respected by both doctors. Ann always had
time to hold my hand. to discuss and consult with directness and compassion rare
gualities.

Sunday marning came and Jonathan and | walked together to the mail box - toronout for
this or that, which he asked me to do for him.

By Monday | was helping him to eat and Monday night he slipped into a semi-coma.
Before doing so he asked me for a massage and then a back scratch like the times my
father would scratch our backs when we were children. By now | was staying at Beit
Yonatan 24 hours a day.

Jonathan had a continuous stream of visitors, which he relished. On one occasion he
dozed off and when he awakened | suggested he sleep some more. to which he replied
What, and miss all the people coming to see ME?

His friends Hadassa. Carol, and Douglas - what can | say that will capture the love
they showed him? Hadassa was there all the time. a stolen moment riding up from the
factory. evening visits between seeing her son. Carol, working in the gardens around
Beit Yonatan - had Jonathan been there for a month the rose bushes would have had
their roots pruned. Douglas. who would embark on asking Jonathan some philosophical
conundrum and then not hear his response.

On Wednesday we decided Jonathan should have music to listen to. so Douglas. Hadassa.

and Carol set off to get tapes and a tape player. While they were gone it crossed my
mind to seek revenge for all the jazz band playing | endured so many years ago in our
house. Dylan seemed appropriate, but the moment passed.

The fearless trio returned clutching tapes retrieved from Jonathans home and a tape
player, which promptly ate the tape a second player was acquired. which spat out the
next tape and so on until the sixth player, which Hadassa stole from her son.

Charlie Parker Byrd - was filling his room. Concerned about disturbing the others.
we played the music quite softly, until Rachel and Dr. Mariana told us to turn it up

So he could hear clearly.

So many people were so wonderful to him, and | intentionally have not mentioned them
for fear of omitting anyone. This place. this Beit Yonatan, is a gift to all of Kfar

Hanassi and | hope none of you will have to be there. but this is an unfulfillable

dream. so treasure the House of Jonathan as if it were your own.
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His last days and hours were filled with peace and he was surrounded by love. which
enveloped him. | asked him if he was frightened of dying to which he responded No.
only of suffering. Between the doctors, nurses, staff, and wonderful friends his

last wish was granted and he is at peace.

David Steel
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http://www . kfar-hanassi.org.il

"If we aren't supposed to eat animals. why are they made of meat?"



