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(This article was omitted from the digital original version of Divrei as it was printed 
manually and not via a computer and it got to me after sending out the last Divrei. The 
article is a stand-alone but is actually part of the 1964 issue of Divrei - D.E) 
 
 
To Be or Not to Be 
I have not got the gift of the Gab, neither have I a 
Fortune, but I HAVE got MY PRIDE, MY FAMILY, MY 
FRIENDS & a sense of achievement for being part of building 
The KIBBUTZ 
__ I have decided to say something, as I am deeply hurt 
With all that is happening to this “Wonderful Place” that we the 
VATIKIM BUILT!!!! 
Where should I start? The Vatikim came 1946, started 
the Kibbutz in 1948, I was the 18th chavara to arrive in 1947, 
Nocky who left Britain 1946 arrived through Cyprus 1948. 
Therefore I have been here 58yrs.a little bit more than 15yrs. 
Nocky together with a handful of Chavarim, put up the fence 
in Mansura, to start the Kibbutz. He was also one of the few 
men that with their bare hands & the use of a rod as a lever 
cleared the HUGE BOULDERS in the fields!!!! Most of us 
worked out in the fields. 
I won't go into details of the conditions, but we DIDN’T come 
to a House, with hot & cold water, Paths, Lawns, Swimming 
Pool, Dinning Room, Theatre, Basketball Field, Children's 
Houses etc., I would say a PARADISE, all prepared by the work 
of the Vatikim, before 15yrs ago!!!!! 
With all the changes that have occurred recently, not only in 
the Kibbutz, but in the Country, one was the decision by the 
Government, stating that Cheerio are entitled to THEIR 
HOUSES. Most of us wish to leave them to Our Children, like 
many chaverim who have been left properties by THEIR 
Parents!! WE ARE ALL IN THE SAME BOAT!! Some 
chaverim left their homes to come here, but still were left 
THEIR Parents, Homes. 
SO WE WISH TO DO THE SAME!! 
As for Monies, well, it was worked back into building the 
houses & the Kibbutz!! 
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THERFORE NO PENSION! 
JUST THIS WONDERFUL BEAUTIFUL PLACE!!!!! 
Today I am over 80yrs. old like most of the Vatikim, still 
Working a few hours, living off the Government Pension, & a 
small extra sum, that goes into paying the same taxes 
(including children's education) No one is KEEPING ME, or 
any of the VATIKIM, we keep OURSELVES!!!! 
As for the Vatikim wanting to leave THEIR homes to THEIR 
children, what is the difference, between us all, a FEW 
YEARS?? 
Let us be MENCHLICH & HUMANE, & give 
RESPECT & HONOUR to one another!!!! 
Irene 

 


