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 IN HONOUR OF IMMA 
(Matty Devons) 

 
By the time this reaches print I will have winged my way back to 

distant New Zealand having repeated the long and arduous journey 



��.�

that Shulie and I made (some 23½ hours flight time) after receiving 
news of Imma’s passing. 

 
What a shock it was for us to learn of her sudden death, yet a blessing 

to know that she was active until the very end and suffered little. 
 

Her departure has left us bereft of a wonderful mother and friend. 
From the very first time I spoke with Matty, asking for Shulie’s hand 

in marriage, I was so lovingly accepted by her, becoming the oft 
recipient of her manifold kindnesses. 

 
The Ataya and Devons families became intertwined in love through 

marriage and my dear Mother, Helena (now 94), bonded strongly with 
Matty, each recognizing a kindred pioneering spirit in one another. 
When Helena learned of Matty’s death she wept at the passing of a 

beloved friend. 
All my immediate family (sisters – Miriam, Karena and Janice,  

brother -Michael and all their families), extended Ataya and Corban 
families, other relatives and many friends join in expressing their 

condolences at this time of loss. 
My immediate family also send their special regards to Kibbutz 

members who have met them. 
 

In closing, how can I hide the extent of the grief I feel and the hole in 
my life that Imma has left behind. 

No longer will I hear her cheerful voice closing our phone 
conversations with “lots of love as always to you, Shulie and 

everyone…..” or read her characteristic signature on letters, “…..tons 
of love as always…..”. 

 
What Matty has left behind is a lasting legacy of love and loyalty 

etched on the hearts and memories of those dear to her. 
 

Until we meet again, 
 

      SHALOM,��

    Paul Ataya  
         
 N.Z.Aukland, � �
� �
� �
� �
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