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Henry 9,3@%

I don’t think I’ve ever spoken to you in anything but English, so my
birthday speech to you will be in English too, so here goes...

Henry, you’re so multi-faceted, that it’s hard to know where to start.
Henry is like a bright star or diamond that glints and sparkles, and each
facet is quite perfect and unique in itself.

There’s Henry the writer and poet. He is ‘laugh-out loud” amusing and
very observant, and yet makes it all look so simple, and with his long
made-up, rhyming words, he’s our very own Ogden Nash.

There’s Henry the artist and painter, talented and observant, but this time
delicate and dreamy, reminding us to look around our surroundings, so
see how beautiful our fields and trees really are: our very own Monet.
Henry the actor and comedian is very, very amusing, and observant too.
Seemingly off-the-cuff and impromptu, he is in fact very polished and
well-rehearsed: our very own Groucho Marx or Mr. Bean.

There is Henry the dancer.

Even a couple of week’s ago at the New Year’s Eve party, he was quite
unable to sit still and listen to the catchy tunes. He absolutely had to get
up and ‘party-up-a-storm’ and ‘shake, rattle and roll’ with the best of us.
Our very own Gene Kelly, or perhaps Fred Astaire, with Sheila his
Ginger Rodgers!

Then there’s Henry the salesman, observant, and instinctively in tune
with whomever he was selling to, be it apples to old Arab women, or
valves to canny businessmen. He would talk about machinery and could
persuade anyone that Habonim’s products were quite indispensable in
every household. Our very own Henry Ford.

Henry the family man, intuitively knowing how to care, and able to
camouflage his fears and worries, so that only the love shows through.
There is Henry, who the Friday night toranim wait for patiently before
thinking of closing down the counters. Our very own White Rabbit.
There was Henry the young chalutz, driving a giant D4 or working with
the mules, or looking very dashing in a tin helmet, while toting an ancient
rifle as he protected our young kibbutz from the marauding bands of local
villains. With his bright, white smile, he was our very own Burt
Lancaster. Unfortunately all that was a little before my time.

But for me Henry is just a friend. There might be days when he is not in
the mood for a chat, but you would never know it. He can never walk
past me without giving me a smile and a cheery word — nothing



intellectual or world-shattering, simply uplifting, and usually
complimentary.
I really appreciate that. And I just wanted to say that you’re a great
person, and I admire you, and...oh, yes...Happy Birthday too, from your
friend,

Reggie.
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