"We will have peace with the Arabs
when they will love their children
more than they hate us".

Golda Meir
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THE FACES OF WAR

August 5th, 2006--

Once again we had a barage of heavy shelling here today -- | went
down into the shelter and sat with our neighbours and Harvey's
children and grandchildren. We were told that one pub/restuarant
in Rosh Pina is open at night -- this evening Harv and | got into our
car and drove out to the restaurant for an evening out — an evening
fo get away -- an evening to try and forget.

When we got there we were greeted so warmly- the staff was so
glad to see us-- | looked around-- the restuarant was full with
soldiers . While we ate | looked closely into their faces-- all young
men in their 30's- all intelligent young faces -- but not one of them
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smiling-- all of them with the saddest eyes | have ever seen -- all
so serious--all lost in their own thoughts. | couldn't hold back my
tears, these young men are going into Lebanon -- these young
men only yesterday were civilians at home, at work, living their
daily lives with their wives and young children-- | couldn't stop
looking into their eyes and their young faces -- serious, withdrawn,
anxious, sad. | couldn't stop my tears.

The restaurant owner who we know told us he purposely opened
up for the soldiers because as we all know EVERYTHING is
closed in the North of Israel and he wanted the soldiers--the army
reserve men -who are now being prepared to go into Lebanon -to
have a place to go to and eat a good meal in the evening. | saw
these same soldiers taking bags of food back to base to those
soldiers who couldn't leave.

As we left and went outside, one of the staff ran after us to thank
us for coming "you're the only civilians we've had", he said. "No", |
sobbed " they too are civilians". He shook his head in agreement.
"Tell that to the world news" he said.

Rachael Flink-Jackson

August 8th, 2006--

I know | promised to call you tonite after dinner but | am
emotionally drained and just can't talk. | drive up to Sfat Hospital 3
days a week as a volunteer - | am with the children of the doctors
and nurses of the hospital- they set up a daycare there
underground in the hospital lecture hall. We take care of 40 kiddies
from ages 2 to 12!!l The children are wonderful--The older ones
help us with the tiny little ones-- all | can see right now are their
faces -- their eyes -- the faces and eyes of their moms and dads
who drop them off every morning.

The situation is horrendous--1 can't speak tonite --forgive me —

Rach
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