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Larents Page 19.1 2,07

All of Kfar Hanassi notes with great sorrow, the passing of our friend

Jack (Norton) Ben-Natan Z”’L
And offer condolences to his family

Reva, Hadasa, Mordi and all their respective family members

Eulogy

Dad,

Between the sirens of last years war, you went out to water your
beloved garden and fell down between the plants, a stroke victim.
Your limbs were paralyzed, but not your mind.

When Tootsie arrived she said: “Let’s get him up and into the
house” and Dad asked: “What happened”? | told him he probably
had a stroke and we’'d see when we got him home. He said, and
continued to say all the time: “Just leave me in my own garden”.
That more or less sums up his life from then until today when he
passed on — a intelligent, obstinate, humorous, intellectualy
curious individual, with muniltiple talents for absorbing life and
alcohol, who didn’t pay much attention to anyone except his
beloved wife.

We’ve hardly survived our care of him since July 2006 — when all
his frustrations about loosing his independence were foisted on our
heads. He no longer had a say in how he was to live or survive.
He raged and cried a lot and bitched about what had become his,
and our, life. At first people didn’t seem to understand when we
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asked to just let him die, at his own pace, home here in his familiar
place in the kibbutz, amonst the things he loved.

But in the end he got his wish and died in a warm and loving
athmosphere in Beit Yonatan.

Dad always said that he was satisfied with his life for the past 80
years and wouldn’t change a single wonderful moment of them.

This is how we now say goodby — with good feelings and a sigh of
relief that he no longer has to suffer his disability; good memories

and satisfaction that he had time to say goodby and be reconciled
with what had happened.

Dad loved mom and thought she was Gods gift to him, despite the
fact that he didn’t believe in God. He was an agnostic to the bone
and claimed there was a universal power and fate. But not a God

that sits in heaven as religious movements seem to encourage us

to believe.

Dad never seemed to know what to do with Mordi and me when
we were younger. We were from a different place and he had no
idea who had raised us before we came here and what we may
have learnt from them or inherited from our parents. Despite his
good intentions he never made us out.

But when we made him a grandfather, he was a wondeful
grandfather: attentive, supportive and loving. For us that makes
up for everything else.

We thank everyone who helped care for dad and supported us in
our struggles and decisions, to everyone who loved us during this
time despite the fact that it was hard, especially with me. We'll ask
forgiveness from Dad if we misunderstood him.

Thank you to everyone who has come here today to honor him.
As Dad would say:
“I'm dead; it doesn’t matter; forget it!”

But Mom and | are really grateful that you came anyway.

Hadasa
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Crumbs of an ending year

This week we laid Jack Norton (Z”L) to rest. Maybe we should
think about putting together, for our 60™ year celebrations, a
memory lane corner for all those who have passed away.
Anyone willing to take it on?

Well, 2007 is almost over and even here we’re getting ready to put
the year to rest. The various branches are getting ready for stock
taking and next Friday night (28.12) we’ll have our tradional New
Years Eve Party (a bit early...but better than showing up drunk in
the middle of the week).

The High schooler’s are also getting ready for their New Years Eve
party and all those questions about how much alcohol will be
llowed and to whom. But, we managed to get through it in past
years and we’ll get through it now.

So far we have 132.9 m”m of rain but the weather reports say
we’re in for some more rain this week....so far it's lookin’ good!

Last week opened the official year for the new Bar Mitzva class,
Tomer, who includes the following kids: Meital Gluck, Doron
Merom, Nitai Koren, Shahak Molina, Shirit Shteiner and Tal
Eliav. The stared with the traditional Quest game and had to find
out where the first public toilets were in KH. Tzila A. remebered,
but needed to ask Alec, who in his laconic way, told the kids all
about it. Maayan P. gave up stories involving growing up and
sleeping in the Childrens Houses, and the kids met Yitzhak Eder
and learnt about what an archive is and what you can find there.

Now that Hanuka is over, the grade school kids houses have
been closed for renovation and reorganization.

Much to Shabi’s satisfaction, the floor tiles in Beit Blond guest
house are finally being changed. He deserves our thanks for
upgrading a service that we all use during the year.

Arrivals:
Noam Shein came for a short visit with Irene and the rest of the
family.
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Avner Merom also showed up (unannounced) from Africa and
Doron found him walking around her room. A wonderful surprise
start to the Bar Mitzva year. Of course he misses the family, but
still, he couldn’t keep away from the garage.

And that’s all the news for this week.

Avi Rozenkrantz and family

About Crumbs....

Friends,

1) Everyweek the people who write Crumbs do their best to get
all the information on page and not forget anyone and
anything. Sometimes we do forget and then some bad
feeling floats around. We apologize in advance if this
happens and please, don’t take offence, as it is totally
unintentional.

2) Please feel free to contact any of us and pass on any
information you may have that you feel will be of interest to
others.

Writing Crumbs is one way of dealing with rumors in an entirely
acceptable way...and anyone interested in joining us in writing
them will be welcomed.

Thanks
Ari Steiner

Mazal Too— R 'sagil

To Efrat Ellman (and Rick),
grandparents Shaula Ellman, Miriam & David Ellman

and all the members of their extended family!
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Environmental News:
Here are 4 simple tips for saving the environment:

1) If you’re buying a car: buy a hybrid.

2) Use a bike more often.

3) Use public transport as much as you can (or fill up your
car with fellow travellers).

4) Always shut off the motor if the car is just ‘standing’.

If we follow these tips we will make a difference and the air will
become cleaner.

Naama

The Price of Gas (Benzine) is Rising.....

Starting 01.01.08 the price per Km. will be:
NIS 1.25 for members
NIS 1.65 for work branches.

Sorry folks! But just remember that this is a reflection of
what's happening in the ‘'real world'.
Thanks,

The Answering Service

At the beginning of the week our automatic Answering Service completely broke
down.

As some of you found: it was impossible to leave messages.

The system was checked and we found a very small problem: the disc was
compltely fulll

Quite simply by erasing a lot of the messages the problem was solved. While it's
true that the system is old (about 10 years) it serves us. This was possible as
long as we used the answering service as is and not as a form of message diary
(with an average of 35 - 50 messages saved for each line), but one even managed
to get to 8700!
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This service is free and we should not abuse it! There is no reason to save so
many messages, so please, check daily and erase what you no longer need. It is
not a diary: erase your saved messages as well!

Thanks
David Ellman



