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@arents Page 19.03 Op

Village News:

Anyone who'’s stuck their nose out of doors can see that spring
has sprung (no matter what the official date is or what the
weather people say!). That certain smell of spring is in the air and
anyone with half an allergy is sneezing every morning. The whole
area is blooming with almond trees in white, Judas trees (clil
hahoresh) in purple, spiney broom (kida seira) in yellow and
everywhere blue lupines (turmose) and colorful anemones
(calaniot). But, as

it's not officially spring, keep your headlights on day and night or
you will be stopped and fined.

Turns out that in Europe the ski season is still in full swing. This
week Aviv Ellman, Ron Ginat, Erez Bilgory, Shoni Wallach,
Tomer Whitham, Dotan Maayan, Doron and Yagil Oren are in
France for a ski holiday. (How’s that for male bonding?) Emily &
Or Oren joined them from the USA. Unfortunately for them (and
us) they will be missing from the Purim party this week as they are
scheduled to return on Saturday. | guess that means the beer and
vodka will disappear at a slower rate than planned...

Our traditional Purim party is scheduled for this Friday night,
21/03 at 21:30. Posters and decorations are already going up. It's
not too late to plan your costume for our very own Circus.....

The kindergarten kids will have dress parties as they always do, so
expect to see the tots around in costume starting Wednesday
(today). Thursday night the older kids will have their dress ball —
so be prepared for a bit of noise into the wee hours.

Corrine has told us the our little hotel is showing distinct signs of
life. The weekends are now filling up and it's fully booked for both
Pesech and Shavuot. Corrine also says that the breakfast
served for the hotel is now orthodox kosher (after the dishes, pot
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and pans received koshering by the rabbis of Hatzor): hope it's
tasty too.

Another sure sign of the changing season is the annual hikes for
the school age kids. All our groups have been and returned:
tired but happy. The 12" graders did their trek to the Eilat
mountains, 10" graders to the Judean desert and the 9" graders to
Craters (machteshim) and the 8" graders to Sde Boker.

Our members are getting ready for the Kibbutz communal hike to
the Judean desert next weekend, 27-29/03 . Their will be a
busloads going down and a pity to miss it.

Some of our nuttier members decided the desert should be seen
on bike. Included were:

Aviva and Tal Lynton, Nadav and Uri Edelstein, Mickey Chait,
Sharon Carmi and Rafi Frank. If we missed anyone...sorry!
Waiting to hear how it was....anyone?

On Sunday, 16/03, the factory had a ‘funday’ and was closed for
work. The workers went to Moshav Arbel and were feted in a
Beduin tent, rode asses. No justice in the world: they were all
female — just as in life the females have to bear the weight of ....
But we hear it was very successful and appreciated.

Next week Eddy Neminov is off to his old haunts in Australia and
will meet up with some old mates too.

And who'’s making to opposite journey to meet some of his old
mates? Shai Whitham will be coming for a visit from Australia.

Speaking of Australia, we’re waiting to see the answer to Leor
Schwartzman’s questions...

Our current President, Mr. Shimon Peres, will be on hand for Tel-
Hai Day this year. Bar Rafaeli won't be in attendance but Lotan
Mizrachi will be — playing his trumpet!

On Sunday 16/03 the United Kibbutz Legal Eagle team held a
joint meeting with our steering committee to see what progress
has been made in the years since going into privitization.

The figures look good: far less debt (due to the sale of our shares
in Tnuva and 87.5% of the factory) and also averages in relation to
other kibbutzim. They were quite commplimentary of our efforts to
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bring KH on line into a new age of prosperity. We have gone from
being utter failures, fiscally, to ‘stable’ in only a few short years.
But, mustn’t rest on our laurels as there is still a lot to do to ensure
our futures.

We expressed out concerns about our failing infrastructure, the
severe to critical security situation with our neighbors on the
opposite hill. On one hand we're threatened with cuts in our tax
brackets due to reshuffling of government priorities and on the
other have to contend with real security problems. They have
promised to lend their support on both of these issues. Also
discussed: the expanded neighborhood, private ownership of
houses and the demographic issues ahead of us. Lots to do
before our Centenial...

That's it for this week and hope you all have a pleasant Shabbos.

Mazel Tov
To Frank Waterman and 1lse
Shulamit and Yehuda Farchi
On the marriage of their daughter, granddaughter

Ella, to her chosen, Gil Peretz

Question? (Dorit Basso)

How is it that the prices of gaz, electricity, municiple tax, gasoline
and all basic food products and neccesities have all gone up but
the salaries of those employed by KH have remained the same as
when they were first introduced several years ago?

Answer: (Baruch Cohen)

Actually there have been increases:

A —the preliminary tax of 16% was eliminated and working
members received this as a return.

B — the general price increase as per government standards was
implemented.
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The above were passed on to our working members so if fact, you
have received a raise.

Prices:
Last week saw (another) price increase for milk products and this doesn’t look
like the end of them yet. [I've worked for many years in the minimarket and
can’r remember a time of price hikes like the past six months. Inflation due to
the price of gasoline and the current instability of the $ is affecting us all.

The price of bread has gone up three times in the past year. The milk
products rose twice just in the last 3 months of 2007. Products which are not
basic stables have risen by 40%!

Oll, flour and sugar have all risen (no: not from baking) and still more hikes
are awaiting.

Prices and fruits and veggies rose due to the severe frosts this winter. Now
even though these prices should drop back down, the rate has already been
set high and will not drop to what they were before. As the price of gas is still
rising, everything using petroleum, has also risen in price: from meds to
plastic cups. Salaries haven't gone up and | guestimate that we've lost 10%
of our purchasing power and it's no better outside the kibbutz! If salaries
don’t rise at a commesurate rate than the reason for privitization: more
economic freedom is being pinched. We’re all hurting and need to do some
careful planning not to fall into debt.

[rwin Kantor

Family Help

There is an organization willing to help people who have fallen into
debt in the era of privitization. They will make individual contact,
look over your financial situation and advise you how to proceed.
Anyone needing help of this nature, please call Dorit Basso for
more information.

Dorit — 4962 or 4090

Anniversaries:

23.03Shulamit & Yehuda Farchi

27.07Shoshanna & Lenny Yodainken
Ruthy & Gadi Amit

29.03Bar-Sheva & Lawrence Marcuson
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Birthdays:

23.03Mina Sela
Chaim Baso — 50
Hadas & Moranne Coleman (Rachmani grandchldren)
Alon Levine (grandson)

24.03Ofir Shprung
25.03Lee Kaplan

27.03Rachel Avidor
Dotan Maayan
Ori (Frank) Shoshani (granddaughter)

28.03Betty Eder — 85
Batya Whitham
Anat Nitzan (granddaughter)
Neria Agam
Ayal Easton (grandson)
Harel Merom
Liam Sela (grandson)

29.03Tzipporah Samberg
Shontal Basso
Kiri Easton (granddaughter)
Noa Glick (granddaughter)

Commemorations:

Mrs. Lilian 22.03.00 O'YnIINa 1V
Horowitz
Mr. Smauel 05.03.80 D'YN2ITNKA T
Yodaiken

Shoshanna Palma 28.03.05 nN'ownaNNa T



