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Ode to James (Jim) Whitham VX1429. AKA Jimbo,

There are many people scattered all over the world apart from the
immediate Whitham family who carry fond memories of how Jimbo, and
or Jimbo’s actions, activities and outlook on life affected their lives.
People from all walks of life came into contact with Dad over 9 decades
from the time he was a swaggy until his last years in Tamworth. We his
children have observed this phenomena simply known as Jimbo, and how
he touched and influenced such a huge quantum of people and how it
carried through them two and even three generations. During the years he
was in Israel when he lived on the Kibbutz (Kfar Hanassi) a village of
some 700 people, generations were witness to the fruits of his visions, his
skills and his drive to help the wider community.

Jimbo’s workshop was the central point of contact for many, as they
came to see him for assistance in such a wide variety of issues ranging
from key cutting to mending shopping trolleys, cleaning calcium from
their kettles, repairing walking sticks, making wooden toys and more;
The list is never ending. Many a young person (boys and girls alike)
gained working experience with Dad, beginning with cleaning,
sandpapering and painting, painting, painting, painting, and more
painting. Dad had an infinity with sand paper and paint dating back to the
days we put the finishing touches to many a building, house, annex, toy
etc. He was most disappointed when Red Lead undercoat paint was
outlawed because he contended that from then on the quality of a painted
finish and it’s luster was never the same.

I’11 skip most of the childhood stories, including the ones we got into
mischief; to cover the escapades of the nine of us kids will need another
book; I’m sure others and other times will do so.

Suffice to say that at a very early age I discovered a passion for any tool
that could be used to cut, shape or join bits together, and of course these
were all in Dad’s workshop and out of reach until he made a step for me
to get on the bench to within reach of the shadow board. From then on |
wasn’t far from anything Dad was doing, and followed him like a puppy
to his jobs in the local PMG workshop or to remote townships, and later
on at the age of 14 I left school to join him, Eddie and Mum in the family
business.
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I consider myself extremely lucky and very privileged to have had the
late Mick Tonkin, My Mother and Dad as my mentors. Whilst working
with Dad in the hire business my need to hone my metal and mechanical
working skills were realized with working with our neighbor Mick and
coupled up with Dad’s building and carpentry skills that were second to
none, lead the way to us building numerous purpose built machines and
equipment for the business, and later on I carried these skills through my
various workshops, jobs and projects.

Both Mick and especially Dad taught me to always give it my best shot,
never to be scared to try something new or travel unknown territory. Alan
and I in particular will be forever grateful to these great people

Dad taught me other lessons in life during the period we owned the Hire
Service. I didn’t inherit Dads lovely handwriting, Dad showed no
reluctance in purchasing a typewriter for me so I could do all the official
business paperwork.

However I didn’t catch on to the ulterior motive he had, which was to
palm off to me some of the unpleasant tasks that he detested, hence it was
up to me to produce the accounts and follow-up on the outstanding bills;
sometimes this involved me hand delivering the demand notice to elusive
debtors by riding my bike up to 14 miles out in the bush to collect tardy
payments. This taught me a major lesson in business.

Times were tough with a big family and a fledging business, many an
hour was spent sifting through the local rubbish tip for steel off cuts and
any other reusable bits, traveling to Melbourne to buy up lots from the
government auctions, scrounging through rotting railway carriages full of
pulleys and belts and bearings in some second hand dealers yard in the
bush, buying old cars and pulling them down to make trailers and
motorized saw benches and other exotic machines; any left over’s were
cleaned, painted and put up for auction in the local sale building. Our
experiences would fill another book, and Dad was resilient and we were
true recyclers, nothing wasted, nothing wanted as they say. These traits
carried on through to our years in Israel were once again money was in
short supply, so we carried on scrounging to make our pet projects.

One of the most important lessons that Dad taught me was to share
information and in particular pass on skills to others, I’m proud to have
followed Dad’s path.

Being organized, clean and neat were Dad’s requirements in anything we
did, from polishing the boots, cleaning mortar off thousands of bricks,
nailing flooring boards, cutting and stacking 40 ton of wood a year, etc.
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etc. Each hour of each day outside of school hours was registered on a
roster covering all jobs and allocated a son to each task. We were
inducted into these never to be forgotten skills at an early age with liberal
doses of corporal punishment, needless to say that we all adopted and
have kept these skills with us to this day, and passed them on to our kids
minus the corporal punishment bit.

Dad and I shared many an hour planning, sharing thoughts or working on
lots of diversified projects over some 30 years, many of these were
instigated by Dad’s fertile creative mind. Many of these projects involved
community projects: building, maintaining and managing Playgrounds,
Luna Park, Social games and activities, Public Recreation areas and so
on.

Dad’s pleasure in standing back and watching children and parents
enjoying the games he designed and made is well documented and his
expressions of joy are etched for ever into hundreds, more likely
thousands of people’s memories, and will remain one of his great
legacies.

Jimbo’s dry humor was always a great way to break up a tight situation,
at the most improbable moments Dad would drop a one liner that would
have everyone in stitches, particularly if he was not part of the
conversation or some thought that he couldn’t hear what was going on.

One of the most prized possessions and lessons I learnt from Dad was
when he gave me a Brownie Box camera for my birthday (circa 12"
birthday) he impressed on me the importance of taking as many pictures
as is possible, to catch the moment. I never forgot his words and have
carried a camera with me at all times since then with no regrets.

On the subject of doctors, Dad had to be literally dragged to the doctor
for a check up, and to the doctor’s customary “how are you going Jim?”
The response was always: Good!..... Even if he was in horrible pain.

On one particular occasion the Doctor told him he would have to cut
down on his working hours, he was getting on and the body can’t take
these sustained hours. The doctor said to Dad “Jim, how about you knock
off work at lunch time and not go back in the afternoon?” Dad’s reply
was “OK! I can do that”. What the doctor was unaware of was that Dad
went to work at 04:30 in the morning! So if Dad went home at 12:30 he
would have done 8 hours anyway! Dad went away happy, the Doctor was
oblivious and therefore happy!
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On occasion Smadar my daughter has rung me up (at times I have been
on a remote site somewhere) and said: Pal..... I have discovered that I
have another one of your defects! This could have alluded to:

Workaholic!

Insatiable drive to be the best in her field!

Constant desire to learn more skills!

Wanting to move on into something different once we have
mastered the field.

Always willing to try something new.

YV VVVYVY

The list goes on................
My answer to Smadar has always been: Daughter.... don’t blame me!
These all come from your Grandpa Jimbo, I’m only the carrier!

Dad... working in New Guinea and the Sub Sahara of North West Africa,
allowed me an appreciation of some of the experiences you lived through
and retold in little bits over the years. At the time of your telling it was
almost impossible to comprehend, despite the many books I read on those
subjects.

In the Owen Stanley Ranges of New Guinea close to the Kokoda trail we
built a mine using helicopters because there were no roads, the locals
travel the 100 Miles by foot to Moresby a journey of 9 to 11 days through
the dense slippery and very steep jungles and this gave me the
understanding of the almost insurmountable difficulties that the Diggers
including yourself went through during the Second World War. The
beauty of the nature in the mountains has no comparison anywhere that
I’ve seen in the world, and conversely in this paradise survival is only for
the fittest.

In Mali West Africa several things I experienced bought back memories
of your stories, and confirmed once again that not only were your stories
that you told us as kids true, but gave me the real sense of these things up
close.

You occasionally talked about ‘Timbuktu’ in the Sahara as being one of
the most unique, inhospitable and remote sites that you had been to. I
didn’t believe a word about the place including that it even existed. I
honestly thought that it was another one of your children’s stories. How
wrong was [!

One of the more profound experience that I had were seeing the multitude
at the gate each morning. Mali has approximately 20 million inhabitants,
and only about 5% are employed, hence any project undertaken there
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attracts thousands of people. The villages cannot cope with this influx and
so the work seekers camp in the bush adjacent to the mine and line up
each morning begging for work. This is a heart wrenching experience and
impressed on my mind a vivid picture of what you went through for every
day for 8 years during the great depression, never knowing how the next
meal will be found, or when....... a scene I’ll never forget.

Dad was always active, even when he was in difficulties, always making
something, always thinking how he can help others less fortunate than
himself. Always wanting to know what makes things tick. I recall one
occasion years ago he was hospitalized in Afula Israel, when I visited him
he wanted to go for a walk to have a look around, it wasn’t the gardens he
was interested in, Dad wanted to have a good look at the boiler room and
the maintenance facility! And that’s where we went!

Much mention has been made on Dad’s capacity for tea. Several large
bulk carrier ships would be required to move the amount of tea from
Ceylon that Dad consumed over the years, and at one stage a doctor
commented that Dad would probably not survive without the fluid and
the sugar in the tea he consumed.

In 1963 Dad had a modern style phone only available to a select few
fitted in the house and the workshop, the main purpose of this phone was
to help mum from having to come from the house to the workshop to call
us to the more and more frequently occurring business calls. The phone
had an intercom button feature, a very rare device in those days. Dad
loved this button with a passion! and used it almost hourly to signal Mum
that it was time for a cuppa! Mum would dutifully arrive in the workshop
10 minutes later with a fresh pot of tea!

In the kibbutz we worked in many varied areas, lunch was taken between
12:00 and 13:30, around one o’clock we brothers and sisters and hordes
of hangers on would begin to gather around the kitchen table in Dad and
Mum’s house for the after lunch cuppa. This gathering became an
established ritual that remained unbroken for 15 or more years. The
quantity of tea consumed was indirectly proportional to any high teas the
queen could have arranged!

Now you can’t consume these quantities of tea without building up
pressure that needs to be released! My memories take me back to the days
in Timboon, when on occasion us kids were loaded into the tray of the
Rugby and set of on a visit to one of the friends in the surrounding
country. These trips were very laborious for the old Rugby and when the
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radiator started to boil, Dad would stop the truck and head off into the
bush saying that “this looks like a good spot to build a village” “I’ll have
a quick look around”!

In February when Batya and I went to visit him, he proudly showed us
the pompoms (tassels) he was making, and as was his way he had made a
mini production line, applying efficiencies and fretting that he could only
make so many pompoms a week.

Dad your compassion for others was never lost on me,
Rotarians apply the 4 Way Test to things they think, say or do.
Is it the Truth?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL & BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

el

Dad despite the hardships you experienced on many an occasion, the ill
health you had at times, the many mouths you had to feed, and against all
other odds that were put in front of you, you applied these principals daily
all your life, and for that we have been inspired and grateful for having
been part of you.

Dad I pay tribute to you for the many things I learnt from you, how you
had such a great influence on my life, and provided me with so many
skills, taught me not to say no, taught me how to help others even when
they don’t ask, and for the many years we spent together; I have only
touched on a few of the things and noted how they had such a profound
effect on me.

Jim Whitham was not perfect, and I don’t believe anyone is, in my mind

he was so close the line is blurred.

Bruce...Number 4 son
June 2009
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Village News:

In the cold of winter it always seems like time moves slowly, whereas in summer, fime speeds
up and seems to run away...

We've just passed the summer solstice (21/06) and the longest day of the year - 14 hours of
daylight! The middle and high schoolers have already started summer holidays with a BBQ at
the pool. It's also nice o see our own kids being counselors for new groups of youngsters:
best of luck to Eric Eliev, Amit Chait and Shaked Frank.

The grade school kids have a few more days to go before vacation starts.

Tommy Amit & En-Ya Nir have returned from their visit to the lake district of England.
Avner Merom was also here for a slightly extended visit from Uganda.

Leah & Nachman Katz are back from visiting Ayal and family in Chicago.

Ido Fuchs is of f fo Canada where he will be a counselor for a summer camp and then will
continue for a few months of travel.

Sol and Kyle Kasdan are visiting with their dad in the USA.

Know any others people coming or going? Please tell us!

Get well soon to Amit Zeevi (Penina & Yaron's little daughter) who picked up some bug and is
in hospital.

Friday night 26.06, kabbalat Shabbat will be held in the pool at 19:00 and the area will be
open 'till 21:00. It's a great place to have dinner and sit around and chat with friends.

This week marks 3 years time for POW Gilad Shavit. Let's hope he's released soon.

Shachar Wolfin celebrated her Bat Mitzvah on Thurday evening. Mazal Tov to the whole
family.



Shani Brody, Tzivia' (Potash) Brody's eldest daughter, has arrived for summer vacation. Her
mom and brother, Alon, will be arriving shortly.

The older teens spent Tuesday at Zakai, near lake Kinneret, with Itzik showing them the
ropes. Hear they had a good time.

There are too few people willing to do things (without payment) for the good of the
community. One of them is Dudik Fuchs who, tfogether with Racheli and the kids, manages to
run the Coffee-Pub. This also gives our kids a place to hang out without having o wrangle
cars and travel long distances late at night to get to see their friends. Dudik, carry on the
good work and hope you ge the support you need from the ‘central committee’.

Don't forget to drink loads and have a good Shabbos,
Shar Kasdan

Anniversaries:

29.06 Tamar & Aryeh Wonfin
Daniela & Rom Shibi
Keri & Lavi Ben-Zvi

30.06 Rachel & David Rifkind
02.07 Shosh & Raymond Solomon - 50
04.07 Charlotte & Sasoon Marcuson

NOTICES

We are putting out a special issue of Divrei HaKfar for the anniversary of the kibbutz.
Anyone who wants to write something they remember about the kibbutz from the heyday of
communalism, is welcome to do so. It can be funny, interesting, nostalgic or anything in
between. If you served inany position and remember stories that we might like to hear,
that would also be good. Just pass on the good word and the articles to:

Shoshanna Sharkey



Birthdays:

28.06 Ohmre Kopp 29.06 Dina Broer
Leah Katz Itai Sela
Liron Doyle (g/daughter) Einat Marciano (S. Davis g/daughter)
Ohmre Kahane (R. Cohen g/son) Matan Neminov (Sharek/Neminov g/son)
Haim Zvi Senana (Glick g/son) Yam Cina (g/son)

Shaked Cohen-Vitus (B. Cohen g/daughter)
01.07 Carol Bilgory

30.06 Nathan Barak Limor (Jackson) Kosover
Avi Rosenkrantz - 50 Maya (Solomon) Tikochinski
Yaakov Collett Yonatan Shoer (Amit g/son)
Tal Nitzan (g/daughter) Meytal Wallach
Ben Voller (R. Cohen g/g/son Nadav Levi (Samberg g/son)
Meytal Kosover (Kackson g/daughter)
02.07 Ronnie Gutter Yuval Golan (9/9/daughter)
Belinda (Ben-Atar) Kotler
Yinon Broer 03.07 Ronen Yaron
Tzur Kornblitt Einav Golan
Adi Sprung Michael Gutter (g/son)
Sela Kerem

04.07 Ruth Rachmani
04.07 Gal Ginat Carmi Miriam Rifkind (g/daughter)
Alon Bouskila




