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Village News:

Just before the New Year, when one is inclined to be introspective, I swore an oath not to
complain about winter weather: not being too cold or too wet or too long. No matter how many
times I have to wipe the windows clean, or catch roof leaks in a bucket, I will not complain! T,
and I presume we all, are praying for a lot of rain to relieve the long drought we've been
having. Even if it poured everyday, all through the winter, we still couldn't fill up what's
missing from the Kinneret Lake. But I ask you, how am I supposed to react when between one
lightning shaft and another, between countless electrical outs, suddenly BOOM and our PC is
down? ..Naturally on the week when I have to write this column.. I'm happy to say that the
repair was swift and we're back at full service.

We do have to say a word of thanks to our electrician, Albert Eliav, who put us back on line
everytime we had an electrical outage. He's on permanent call during the rainy season and
manages to see to it that we all have electricity when we need it. Thanks so much!

Last Thrusday evening there was a meeting in the club room between the pre-army group and
the members to officially start their stay here. Aaron Velenci, Regional Council Manager, was
here to open the ceremony and say a few words as were Baruch Cohen (6GM) and Raz Maayan
(group leader) and a few other respected individuals. They seem like a wonderful bunch of
kids that will be here for the year before their draft dates. Join me in wishing them well.

Avi Ben Avi is here for a visit. Liela Hart and Nathan Ben Avi will both enjoy his presense. I
guess the air here is just as pleasant as the sea air he usually breaths around the Carribean
islands where he resides. We hope they all have an enjoyable time together.

Liat & Doron Oren had a baby boy last week (2" grandson in a month for Nurit & Gaby). We
wish them Mazal Tov and hope the entire family is well and that great-grandma Ruth Golan
gets to enjoy the newcomer.

Drivers: please remember that from the 1°' of November its imperative to drive with lights on
at all times (day & night)...or until the end of April..that's the law!



The 2" graders who were supposed to have a field trip to Dardara had to postpone because of
inclement weather. But the weather report for the coming days seems fo give optimum
conditions for hiking. You might still be able to catch the last of the fall blooms which,
according to those in the know, is at it's best around the 12™ of the month. This is also a good
time to hike Wadi Hatzor or the wadi from Tzfat to Rosh Pina.

I owe you all recipe for a great winter soup, so here goes:

5 sweet potatoes, 1 potato, 5 large carrots, pumpkin + 2 cloves of garlic. (Leave out what you
don't like). Cook until very soft and then blend. Add % can of coconut milk, salt and coarsly
ground pepper, curry powder and chile pepper. Bring to a boil, adjust taste and eat!
Wonderfull If you need any further instructions, don't hesitate to call me.

Have a wonderful (warm) weekend and remain healthy. Smile a lot and enjoy!

The Steiners

Commemorations:
17.11.97  Mrs. Clarisse Berman N"wn N2 ™
14.11.84 Mrs. Nechama Bernstein n"nyn wna o™

Anniversaries:

09.11 Donna & Udi Agam
Chen & Zohar Davolt
Kelly & Avidan Fink
Liat & Emek Yitzhaki

12.11 Ofra (Sina) & Ed Messiah
13.11 Racheli & Dudik Fuchs
1411 Yanita & Zeevi Nitzan



Birthdays:

08.11  Idan Ben Zeev 09.11 Adaya (Sharley) Goldner
Nirit (Ginat) Lange Erez Bilgory
Niv-Shuli Dadush
Meron Mattatyahu (Schwartz g/son) 10.11  Gadi Amit

Tlan Hameiri
11.11 Diane Nymark Asi Schwartz
Nitzan Jackson Nitzan Tubis (Geneslav g/daughter)
Atalya Yizhaki (Goldberg " )
12.11 Uri Edelstein Mrs. Bracha Agam
Elisha Wolfin
13.11  Douglas Arnold
1411 Nimrod Shoer (T. Amit g/son) Rafi Frank - 50
Dan Harmatz Shar MaclLoughlin
Ro'T Telem Zohar Davolt

Merav Levi (Samberg g/daughter)

Some more about Chinese Parties.....

Today I went to another party. This time a housewarming fo one of the English teachers.
The party was held in a hall and went like an actual wedding. There was boundless food (as
always) and a real treat (specially for the Chinese) - deer - that was served with the antlers.
To tell the truth, I preferred the shrimps and duck....

This time the leftovers weren't packed up and taken by the guests because, as they expained
to me, at a housewarming this bodes bad luck for the household. With the birth of a child it
brings good luck to give away the leftovers. This is ancient wisdom...

Speaking of deer, last week I visited a giant staligmite cave system in Guillin where they
discovered 1000 year old deer remains.

One of the types of vehicles used here is a sort of 3 wheel motorized ricksha. It's functions
as a cheap taxi service or to transport small loads - like furniture.. The drivers, like all the
drivers here, allow themselves to cut across lanes and change directions at will. It's a surprise
that there aren't more accidents.



I wrote previously about the gigantic classes. I also learned that teachers are given grades
according to the level of achievement of their students in statewide tests each semester.
According to what I've seen (of the English tests) they are very hard and only the most
dilligent students pass at all and the rest just give up. I explained about teaching at different
levels and the other teachers and principal seemed very interested but there seems to be a
problem with how to allocate teachers if there is more than one level in a class. Seems that
the good of the student seems to be less important to them.

Last week the Long Life festival was celebrated. The city and the surrounding area is noted
for the long life of it's inhabitants. Ten people who were honored were 106 years old - 1 man
and 9 women! Seems that women outlive men even in China, depiste their lives being harder
than men's - both in the past and present. Among all the couples I've met I've noticed that
the men consistantly look younger than the women.

It's still quite warm here and I'm happy to hear that you've had rain. Hope there is more on
the way.
All the best,
Sara

Thank You

To Amit, and the teeneagers under his tutelege, for the wonderful surprise birthday cake
that you made/brought me! How wonderful to be remembered.
I love you all!
Liela Hart




