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Village News: Well the Carmel fire is finally out and the first rain has fallen
and the smell of winter (wet earth) is in the air. They promise a wet weekend so
could be that winter is making it's belated appearance.

The disaster which hit the Carmel forrest, Kibbutz Beit Oren and other
townships in the area also took the lives of 42 people. All 42 were on their way
to save others and this catastrophe will be with us for years to come.

Selcom had it's biggest total breakdown during the same period, with total loss
of communications which was only fully restored on Wednesday, after 3 million
subscibers were without service for over two days. This was the biggest
communications failure in the history of the company!

There was another failure on the part of Selcom, that hit us personally, but we'll
tell you about that later, because of which Aryeh and I are switching over to
Pelaphone. We didn't realize that the kibbutz had a pre-existing agreement with
Pelephone that makes it very worthwhile, including 2000 minutes free air time
per month to other kibbutz Pelephone subscribers - of which there are 200!

And now to change the subject....Chanukkah!

This is a holiday that everyone loves: the candle lighting, the jelly doughnuts and
latkes and, of course, the various activities. The first candle was lit in the dining
hall by Johnny Frank. The cultural part of the program was presented by the
pre-army group together with members and the Chanukkia competion was held at
that time. And what a competition it was! So many interesting and original
Chanukkiot by so many talented people. The judges had a hard time but in the
end decisions were made and prizes handed out. Thanks to everone who took
part and made the evening so successful.




The following day (1*' day of Chanukkah) the grade school had planned holiday
activities that included many parents and grandparents. Everytime I return
from one of the activities in the grade school I am so impressed with the high
standard and the effort made to see that all the details are correct. This
brings great honor to the school.

On Friday morning there was candle lighting and songs in Beit Yonatan. The
young volunteers and the pre-army group were happy to come along and add to
the festive aire.

On Friday evening there was candle lighting in the Club Room and a lecture on
the subject of heroism by (Reserve) General Yair Nafshi. I wasn't there but I
heard that the lecture was very interesting but there weren't a lot of people in
attendance. Thanks go to Uri Ganani for arranging the evening.

On Shabbat afternoon there were the traditional board and table games
organized in memory of Annette Maayan Z"L, who was a specialist at making up
riddles and such.

On Monday evening, 06.12, there was an evening of creative activites held in the
dining room , with wonderful results: vitrage, candles and of course: jelly
doughnuts and latkes (as well as pita with lebana and humus) and olive oil. While
all this was going on the grade schoolers put on a couple of skits that were great!

When this goes to press, the Chanukkah activities will be over, including the
traditional Light Parade. We'll hear about that next week.

But this week, Thurday 09.12, there will be an evening in memory of Chaim
Wieztman. First President of Israel and our own namesake (Village of the
President). Giora Goodman, our new member, will be Master of Ceremony and
Shmuel Hatzor will take active part in the evening. Worth going to!




Uri Shuval, our new kibbutz administrator, put out a report that included new
parking areas that will be done this year and says that the electrical lines near
the B&B have also been redone.

And now the refurbishing of Rimon Kindergarten. The older grade schoolers
gave up their house for the kindergarten to use while the work is going on and
they themselves will use Yasmin house, where they celebrated Chanukkah this
year. The work is scheduled to begin during this month.

Two weeks ago there was an outing of Vatikim around Lake Kineret. We were in
Degania A's original kibbutz courtyard. We took picture of the wharf a Um J'uni,
toured the museum and on the way back stopped at the organic farm of Orna
Mimran for a quick explanation of what organic farming entails - amd saw allthe
family too. The big surprise was seeing Eddie Nemenov in their store helping one
of his grand daughters weighing and packaging the produce.

A week later I went with a friend on a private trip to Degania A'. I really like
the original entrance and the old buildings made of basalt stone. They are well
taken care of and used to this day, so there is grass planted and statues by local
artists erected in the area. There is a coffee shop in one of the old buildings
which houses a workshop for vitrage just above it. There is a small museum just
across the way which tells the story of Degania down through the generations.
But I was most impressed by the new use being made of their old dining hall. It's
called the "Long Furrow" (the name has a long story behind it, so we'll save that
for another time). It's an educational facility being run by members of kibbutz
Ravid. They receive individual visitors or groups and lead them through the
various dilemas faced by the kibbutz movement. A lot of school groups, youth
groups and border partol units visit them.

Here in our area it's a bit sad to see the way the 'Han' in Rosh Pinna is losing it's
attractiveness. Esthetically it's a very nice place but for some reason stores
just seem to be closing out there one after another. Naomi & Ronen Forster are
the latest to close down. Pity!




Last week Duda Palma wrote something in about Levine Kipnis, who composed
most of the Chanukkah songs we sing, as well as a lot of the other holiday songs.
We have a long connection with the same Levine Kipnis: his son, Tal married
Hannah Lillian (the granddaughter of a known artist) and was part of the famous
Garin H'. Ha actually took her out of KH but they to come to visit their many
friends from time to time.

That's it for now amd have a great (and hopefully wet) Shabbos.

Gefen, Sachar, Moran, Shaked, Emma, Alon, Yonatan, Gal and Bar's grandma
Tamar

MAZAL TOV
to Rotem Ayalon and (Yeminite) Keren
Who celebrated the ‘Chena’ this week and will wed 12.12.10
Mazal Tov also to parents: Bilha T _Asher Ayalon

Birthdays:
12.12  Avital (Ney) Neuman 13.12  Efraim Maayan
Iris Wolfin Miriam Kendall-Ellman
Ttai Ben-Zeev Danny Samberg
Amir Shachar (Samberg grandson)
Joel Marcuson (grandson) 15.12 Tommy Amit
Itamar Eder
14.12 Bilha Ayalon Tair Kahane (R. Cohen g/daughter)
16.12 Renee Cohen 17.12  Udi Agam
Eddie Nemenov Rafi Scheingezicht
Tamar Mimran (Nemenov g/daughter) Carmi Sina
Shalev Cohen (B. Cohen grandson) Danny Kaplan
Yuval Shibi (Rachmani g/daughter)
18.12 Allen Easton Ben Easton
Pat Ben-Zeev 18.12 Yotam Atir (Mendzagorski g/son)



Anniversaries:
16.12 Helen & Ivan Levine
Edna & Alec Collins

Commemorations:
05.01.90 Meir Rifkind ["wn nava n
04.01.93 Joseph Hatzor 2"Jwn nava N

Condolences

To all the Molina family

On the death of Yossi’s cousin,
Lt. Commander Yithak Molina
Who died in the Carmel Fire




HELPII

Due to the catastrophic Carmel fire, the Childrens Village of Yamin Orde
was seriously damaged. The village encompasses some 500 students of all age
groups.

One of the houses destroyed employs my mother as a House Parent and the
children under her care are aged 9 - 19 years, all of whom are orphans and came
to Israel from the Soviet Union during the last several years. This is the only
home they know and have now lost their base, as such.

We would like to collect the things that they now need:

CLOTHES for both boys and girls aged 9 - 19.

FURNITURE: beds, night tables. Closets, tables, chairs, divans etc.
Electrical goods: Stoves, PC's, refrigerator, microwave, toaster oven, kettles
etfc.

Study Supplies: School bags, books, notebooks, writing equipment

Monetray donations or shopping coupons are also welcome.

Even now, these kids really need clothing and basic things for everyday living
while they stay in alternate dormitories.

Please call Hadas Bokea at 050-9582841

And pass this plea for help on to everyone you know.



