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Il PROTEST I
WE DEMAND A NEW SOCIAL CONTRACT

Village News: Wow!! When was the last time we saw demonstrations the size of
the ones now going on in Tel-Aviv and all the peripheral towns? And all because
of a price hike on the cottage cheese.. You could saw that was the straw that
broke the camels back. Up o now the almost monthly gas price hikes brought
grumbling but now....everything goes! The cost of living in Israel, as compared fo
the rest of the world, makes us amongst the most expensive places to live
(especially when you compare wages earned, hours worked and percentages of
income).

Joining the various sectors asking for change are not just the students looking
to lower the cost of housing, but social workers, doctors, police wives, dairy
workers, taxi and truck drivers, teachers and even some politicians... especially
those prepared to buck the Likud and Israel Is Our Home apparatchiks. The
mothers with baby carriages are protesting the high cost of child care and
they're out on the streets with their children everyday. Except for doctors, no
one is really striking... just protesting the high cost of living and demanding
change in the social structure. Of course any country where a public dock,
worker, water or electric worker earns three times that of the Premier is in for
a rocky time of it and I'm just surprised it ook so long in coming.

It's probable that the protests in Tunisia, Egypt and the rest of the Muslim
world entered our sub-conscious and gave us the push we needed to forment
what was seething below the surface. Facebook has left it's mark on history as a
means to rally people of like mind - which is why the percent of support being
shown for the protest is so high - 89-93%|.




Enough of that; let's get back to our own little part of Eden and see what's been
happening here during the past week:

Kfar Hanassi celebrated it's 63 anniversary. Rafi Frank and Tamir Sprung were
MC's who laughed most at their own jokes. There was Gellato (the real stuff),
Belgium waffles (with Gellato), lots of English tea and Turkish coffee -with or
without French Creme Fraiche! The simulators got their share of use by the
adolescents and the blow up active equipment (with water) gave all the smaller
children something to do. There were watermelons and cataloupe melons galore
to sweeten the evening, not to mention the first public appearance of our new
members.

All during the day people who had left the kibbutz arrived to take part in the
celebrations with the family that remained behind, so we got to see people who
aren't usually here.

Earlier last Friday Betty Doari celebrated her 90™ birthday a few days early in
the club room with family and friends. A delicious spread was put out by Keren
(of Pitputim) and we got to see film clips from the early part of the 1900's.

First Leuitenant Tom Gershman has finished her service and is out of the army.
Time for her to spread her wings and find her own path. We wish her well and a
safe journey no matter where she goes or what she does.

Now it's time to wish all success to Harel Merom, who was just drafted and is
adjusting to life as a soldier. Hope it goes easy and he manages to enjoy his
service.

Hadar Bassso has also completed her National Service. Now she'll be working
for a couple of weeks in Shaked Kindergarten and then will go back to school to
complete another year. All the best to Hadar and hope she keeps smiling!

Some people suffer during the summer, despite the visitors and the pool and the
vaction fime. But the abundance of summer fruit is one of the better things.
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We start out with peaches and apricots and go on fo grapes and cherries and
carry on with lichi, pasiflora, figs and mangoes. You just need a little bit of
everything for a taste of heaven.

The children are stil having fun during the holidays: last Thursday the older
grade schoolers went down fo the Jordan at sunrise. There they set up for a
gourmet breakfast and a quick dip in the cold water. During the afternoon their
parents went down to pick them up (which explains the loooong line of cars) -
tired, happy and home to rest before the next activity. The adolsecents went
down for the annual flotila in Lake Kinneret. This coming week the grade
schoolers will take part in camping in Bar-Am, organized by the Regional Council,
and the following week is the traditional KH camp. They almost don't have a
spare moment until the last few days before school starts again.

For those of you who get around the kibbutz and have noticed piles of earth at
various points along the southern perimeter, please take this as notice that the
earth is being moved as part of setting out the foundations for the new chicken
houses.

That's all for this week as faw as news ...remember to be kind to each other and
wear a smile often. Hugs go a long way to relieving tension.

Have a great shabbos!

Ari Levine and the Steiners

Commemorations:

02.06.68  Mr. Joseph Wolfin n“>un axa n
28.07.01  Eric Ehrenberg X"OUn aNa n
03.08.87  Mrs. Jane Engelsberg T'nYn X2 'n

10.08.92 Mrs. Blanche Gilmore 2"1yn axa N



Anniversaries & Birthdays - MAZAL TOV to everyone celebrating this
week. For technical reasons (beyond our control) the list will not be published
this week. Sorryl It will be published next week.

NOTICES

ITS COMING THIS WEEK!

Cultural Food Chess(1)
Thursday Evening: 04.08.11 at 18:30 in the Club Room
e 2" Annual '‘Roman Reubanov' Chess Tournament
e Exhibition of local artists works
o Local Gourmet Chef and Conditory offerings

Anyone interested in registering for the tournament, displaying art works or
offering tasty bites are requested to contact us immediately.
Zohar: 052-8029334
Erez: 052-8487240 or email: erez@architecture.org.il

SHOE SALE

FRIDAY - 05.08.11 from 10:00 - 14:00
In the Dining Room

Cash, Check or Credit Cards ONLY



OUT DATED DRUGS

Please bring all out dated drugs fo the clinic. There is a recepticle in the
entrance of the clinic in which you can deposit them, so they can be handled
environmentaly correctly. Thank you.

Tommy and The Clinic Staff

Jewish Sourse Material Study Group
Next Meeting: Wednesday 10.08 ay 20:30 in the club room
Moment of Dissent

(Rabbi of Braslav: "Dissent enriches mankind")
Differing viewpoints on dissent from the time of the Talmud 'till today.
How fo accommodate dissent. What does Judiasm say about dissent?
What do we think today?

EVERYONE INVITED - DuduPalma

Suddenly the People Arise

Suddenly people arise and become A PEOPLE ..and take to the streets to
protest. Suddenly the people say: enough, we're sick of what's been going on and
they understand that the power is with them - they created and they can change
the social discourse. The process has taken years to forment and perhaps the
first part of it is coming to the end - but for years the people have felt sat
upon, squeezed, trampled and insulted. Almost everything that was in the public
domain has been privatized, prices has risen steadily, taxes have increased, doles
have been lowered or eliminated, pension plans raided and every sector has felt
it: children, single parents, pensionaires, the ill, the disabled. But the top ten
percent has never had it so good! The empowered elite has acrued even more
wealth on the backs of those who pay their taxes and can barely make a living.

It feels exciting to see the crowds of thousand upon thousands who have taken
to the streets in Tel-Aviv and all of the townships. This past weekend they have

5



finaly begun to make a list of demands for social change. Their feelings of
helplessness have been channeled into public protest.

I never used to believe in things like this. I grew up in a capitalist environment.
But in the past two years I have been in contact with a great many people who
live on a much lower level - who even have trouble finishing the week despite
working from sunrise to sun set in order to make a living. I've met them and
their families, their children and understand the depth of despair that their lack
of means drives them to. Their frustration with what is happening here in Israel
is palpable and what's worse is privitization of all the social services!

Here's my own breakdown for life with 4 children:  Cost per month in NIS

"Free" education (for 3 children) 1980
Nursery for the baby - 2400
Unformal education (2 children) 1200
Mortgage 2600
Municiple and other taxes 720
Water 300
Electricity 550
Telephone 100
Internet 180
Health insurance (HMO) 320
Television _200
Sub-total: 10,550

Now what about food? Clothing? Gas or transportation? Life insurance? A gift?
Vacation? Pension plan or other savings?

Last week I listened to Prime Minister Netanyahu and Mr. Attias, Minister for
Housing...or, as they say: all sand and nothing to eat. They know how to promise
and use terminology but the people have had their fill of empty promises, “gifts"
which are given with one hand and removed with the other. Mr, Attias, made me
smile by saying that they could all move to the periphery..after all, T was one
who listened and took the message to heart. Sure, the price of land was
lowered, but the contractors raised the price of building; + he price of
development was subsidized but the sums never made it into the hands of those
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it was meant for. At the end of the day the common citizen, to whom promises
were made, paid more and more...so our politicians should all stop trying to sell
the fantasy.

We're heard a lot of plans during the last few weeks, mostly from the
governement and mostly worthless. There are no shortcuts here, no ‘hocus-
pocus’. Finding solutions to our many prolems will take serious propositions.

I'm not a communist or a socialist but I'll finish off with a quote from the
fathers of them all: Karl Marx and Frederich Engels - which was pusblished in
the Communist Manifesto of 1848 -

“"Worker of the World Unite! You have nothing to loose but your chains!”

Yaron Zeevi

Congratulations to Michal I Binny Yodaiken,
Siblings Noya, Yahli, Uriah,
uncle Hillel, Great-grandmother Anne Milgram (Canada)
Grandparents Shoshanna & Lenny Yodaiken
Grandparents Maureen & Yair Haik,
And all their extensive families
on the Birth of another Son




