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Vol 2 - #02 

Village News:  RAIN    RAIN      RAIN        RAIN 

Lots of rainy days but, I’m sorry to say, not a lot of rain is accumulating.   It may 

not be as much rainfall as predicted but at least the countryside is greening.  We 

can’t see much past the mist lying in the Hula valley but we hear Mt. Hermon is 

indeed snow bound.  The cold is severe (for us) and watching the cows and horses 

forage makes one think we might even be in Switzerland! 

 

The regional high school basketball team didn’t take home the trophy for the 

national games, but we did come in 2nd place.  Not too bad… 

 

Welcome back to Estelle Hatzor who has returned after two months visiting 

family in the States.  Anyone waiting for a haircut can call now. 

 

If you think that we have too many malls in the far north, think agin: apparently 

there is an argument going on, on whether to build another one just north of the 

tremendously popular center in Rosh Pina.  Did you also note that the BIG center 

in Kiryat Shmoneh is now open?  They have any number of name brand shops up 

and open for business, including: Super Pharm, a supermarket, Electrical Supply 

Warehouse and more. 

 

Last week I visitedthe Rabin Museum in Tel Aviv and the two hours spent there 

were not enough to see everything.   The museum shows the hisory of the Israel 

from the 20’s until Rabin’s assassination.  It interweaves the story of Israel with 

world events happening at the same time in the, via authentic films clips of the 

same era.  Rabin’s life is only a small part of the exhibition.  In each ‘era’ there is 

a section for dilema and shows one specific dilema which faced the (emerging) 

country, like the question of retribution payments from Germany…  I would 

definitely recommend paying the museum a visit next time you’re in Tel-Aviv. 

 

Besides having an interest in the privitization issue (of which a lot has been 

written and therefore I will not add to it here).  But I was reminded of it when I 
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purchased (for only 19 NIS) a Leah Goldberg book in Steimetzky’s last week: 

Fable - A Tale of Three Nuts.  Anyone who reads it will understand what I mean. 

 

From time to time I promised to include a personal interview with a member, so 

if you keep reading you will come to it.  This week it’s Erez Merav. 

 

Reminder: Kabbalat Shabbat this Friday night at 18:00 in the Club Room.  

 

Gefen, Shachar, Moran, Shaked, Emma, Alon, Yonatan, Gal and Bar’s grandma 

            Tamar 

 

 

Birthdays:  
15.01 Eitan Namali 16.01 Dror Steiner 

 Elizabeth Cremilis (Easton g/g-daughter)   

  18.01 Shachar Tushiya (Cina granddaughter) 

17.01 Sarit Collins 19.01 Ruth Golan 

 Gilad Kendell  Rita Reubanov 

 Shlomit Eitam (Ehrenberg g/daughter) 20.01 Tzvia Katz 

 Veronica Collett (granddaughter)  Ofer Nitzan 

 Avigail Telem (Potasz-Telem g/daughter)  Raz Levenkopf (R.Cohen g/daughter) 

21.01 Becky Ehrenberg 21.01 Guy Wagner 

 

Anniversaries:  
16.01 Olga & Albert Eliav 

18.01 Robin & Danny Forster 

 

 

Commemorations: 
07.12.02 Michal Hameiri כ"ב בטבת תשס"ג  

13.01.69 Esther Bender כ"ג בטבת תשכ"ט  

17.01.85 Mr. Emanuel Aizen כ"ד בטבת תשמ"ה  
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NOTICES 

 

GET  WELL SOON 
Johnny Harmatz is home now and the family thanks 

EVERYONE for their help and concern. 

Johnny is weak and needs a lot of rest, so the family requests  

that all visits be coordinated with them in advance. 

 

MANY  THANKS 
The fact is that I get around a lot during hours when almost no one else does and 

I have to bring to general notice the great service that Meir Raines and Reuvan 

Gutter perform each week, when they open the doors of the library to the public 

on Sundays and Thursdays from 18:00 – 19:00.   Rain or shine, in all conditions, 

they are there to serve the public: even if only one person shows up… or none.  

Gentlemen: It is greatly appreciated.   If they had been listed on the Time Bank 

they would already have lots coming to them. 

  Willi Pinkus. 

 

Interview with Erez Merav: 

Erez is an architect, who has his own internet site on architesture and building in 

Israel.  He is also a new member here.  On the first interview in his home, I was 

so impressed with the inovative way in which he had renovated the structure 

that I forgot to turn on the tape recorder…so I had an excuse to go back for 

another interview.  The second interview was held on his veranda, looking 

through the trees towards Tuba, and several of the youngsters who work with 

him also came to sit in.  It was a real thrill sitting there amongst the younsters, 

in such a pastoral setting.  Erez brought me a cup of tea and we bagan: 

 

Q. How and why did you come to Kfar Hanassi? 

A. I was born in Almagor and then the family moved to Roah Pina…before 

moving to the center of the country.  I met Alan Moon during my time in 

Tel Aviv and came to  visit him one weekend and felt that I was returning 

to my roots.  I call my years in TA ‘the diaspora’.  I finally understood 
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that time was just a wasting and that if I really wanted to live in the 

Galilee, I would just have to make the move.  At first I thought of it as 

living in a country house. I only had the extreme southern unit and I 

opened a door facing the wooded lot.  Nira liked it a lot and I think my 

romance with KH started at that time.   I began to notice how people 

behaved with each other,  how the administrator’s reacted to issues and 

how each holiday had relevance.  Even though we are a gated community, 

there are no fences between neighbors and children are free to wander, 

even on broken pathways and it even leaves a better feeling than if the 

place was picture perfect.  And that’s when I finally thought: I’m home at 

last!  That’s when I began to fantasize about actually making a home 

combining all three units.  When the kibbutz began to discuss taking new 

members as ‘Economically Independent’ I thought that was exactely what 

I wanted, even though the exact wording of the contract wasn’t decided 

upon yet.  Nira and Baruch gave their agreement to the renovation plan I 

offered and then work began.  But the fact was that we, both sides: the 

kibbutz and myself – were able to work it out with a mutual understanding. 

There were those that asked how I could do something like that without 

having an ironclad agreement, but I told them I had a good feeling about 

it and it would all work out in the end, and it has!     

 

 Q. You work from home, right? 

 A.  Yes, I divide my time between architecture and managing two internet     

   sites.  One deals with B&B’s in Israel and the other with architecture and  

      building.  (Anyone interested: just Goggle:Architecture and Building in 

      Israel.)  It’s a site built to help people understand how to build a house 

      and it’s meant for both architects and people getting ready to build – so    

      they can navigate along the bureaucratic bylaw maze that exists here.   

 

Q. I look at the three youngsters drinking coffee before starting work and  

      add: I see you don’t work alone…? 

A. That’s right.  We’re a team that works according to field of interest:   

Designing, programing and advertising.  But it’s a business and we know 

that thousands of people are looking for information over the internet.  If 
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you’er good at presenting the issues you’ll have lots of ‘hits’ and therefore 

lots more advertising business. The thing is to get the right degree of 

interest together with the right amount of adverts.  If there are too many 

adverts, those seeking information with think your not a reliable site.  But 

if you have too much of interest you won’t have enough advertising income. 

 

Q. You also work on the kibbutz? 

A. Yes I do.  Here I can also use my talent to plan for bigger things than    

       ‘just another house’.   Here I’m an active member of the Planning  

      Committee and have a say in the palnning of things such as the overall plan  

      of the kibbutz, parking space, roads and walkways, public spaces and    

      building function.  It’s a  wonderful chance to take this great place and 

      make it better by improving it’s security, environmental footprint and the  

      design.  

 

 Q.  …but I think that the idea to have one way roads didn’t go over well…? 

 A.  That’s true and it will be hard to organize it in a way acceptable to the  

      people who live here.  There are quite a few problematic paths and we’ll  

      have to deal with it phase by phase.  (None of what we call roads are really  

      the right width to warrant the name ‘road’.)  We’re in an advanced state of  

      planning and will tackle the problem area by area by involving the people      

      in each area.  I believe that by actually involving people we will come to an  

     agreement of what will work and what will be safe.   You just need a bit of  

     patience and a bit of money.   

 

Q.  How do you see KH today and in the future? 

A.  Kfar Hanassi is home.  It’s home to the settlers who built the place.  It’s    

     home to the people who grew up here, and it’s home to all those who reside  

     here.  As such it’s important that it retain it’s simplicity and openess.   

     What’s good is that it’s home to it’s managers and administrators too.   At  

     the moment it’s management is internal and it’s almost a ‘calling’.   As I look  

     into the future I think KH has to find a way of absorbing more of it’s own  

     children who wish to return here as well as students who will perhaps rent  

     for a time before deciding to make KH home.      
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    The caravans are a good example of this.  There are people who come to  

    rent and then ask to stay on and some eventually become members.  They  

    learn to be active members of the community along the way.  I think of  

    them as part of the infrastructure in the next generation.   To the settlers  

    I’m now part of that next generation but I’m already looking towards the  

    generation after me.  There’s a college in Tzfat, a medical school and a  

    nursing school.  There will be students looking for a place to live and it  

    would be a pity to loose contact orhaving some of them come here to live.   

    KH has stabilized economically and it we need to have both ends: those that  

    are already pensionaires and those that are just starting out.  It won’t be     

    easy juggling the economics but it should be worth it to the people who live  

    here.  I believe that with a bit of good will and the ability to volunteer, we  

    should be able to manage. 

 

 

 

ELECTRICAL BILLING  - NOVMBER / DECEMBER 

 

                              Written with no authority of the management: 

 

 

    The fact that we were getting near to the end of the 

month/year and the billing process of the accounts department, I thought I 

might be able to help by doing the billing with them.  This was done with the 

advice of several people: Albert, Jason,  Zeev Nitzan and of course, Baruch and 

Dorit.  The bills do seem to be a bit high and all I can say is:  we’re working on it.   

Please do not panic and be considerate of the people involved.  We know there is 

a problem and it will be dealt with:  it just takes time.  

          David Ellman   


