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Village News: We cleaned, polished, got rid of the hametz and then did 

the mitzvah of sitting at the Seder table and re-telling the story of coming 

out of bondage in Egypt to freedom.  We drank the four cups of wine,asked  

the four questions, sang songs and had a great meal which included all the 

traditional fare such as soup with kneidlach, haroset, chopped liver, fresh 

salads, chicken, roast beef, fish, roast potatoes, every color rice and then 

desserts of every imaginable type.  In short: a feast!  A feast which ended 

with many voices raised in singing Had Gadya,Adir Who and Who knows one? 

 

Most times there isn’t a lot going on between the seder and the end of the week 

of Pesach.  But, Jordan River kayaking was organized for the adolescents and 

this week they have a jeep trip on the Golan Heights and through the rift valley. 

They also had an evening out at the hot springs of Hamat Geder.  What they 

missed was the pintball tounament that was organized by the Regional Council. 

 

The older gradeschoolers also had a good time of it and had an up-side-down day 

(i.e. staying up all night and sleeping during the day).  The action started at 

20:00 and ended at sunrise.  That’s the sort of action that none of the children 

are prepared to forego.  After a quick turnaround (i.e. sleep), they were off to a 

soccer tournament in Ayelet Hashachar.  Turns out that wasn’t their strong point 

and they returned home after only one game.   Not to worry: there’s always next 

year.  On Tuesday of this week they went to ‘Falcon’ in Hatzor.  What? You don’t 

know what that is???  It’s the simulation center for studying martial arts (like 

pintball, but in a closed area).  

 

Meanwhile the younger gradeschoolers had Spring Festival in Wadi Ayelet that 

was organized by the Regional Council. There were creative activities that made 

use of items found in the wadi itself and were related to the holiday.   It also 

included a quiz on things relating to Pesach and searching for treasure.   The 

cound og the emergency siren going off put a damper on their enjoyment of the 
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ice-cream that marked the end of the trail.   (But that turned out to be a nation 

wide mistake: it happens!)  All this was done while the adolescents were acting as 

their counsellors and so they ended their time out with dueling.  Can’t say they 

were bored or anything close to it….  Many thanks go to the parents who 

accompanied them in their activities and help make it the success it was. 

 

Warm welcome to Donna Eliav, who came all the way from Australia for a month 

to visit her parents and family.  

 

Get well soon to Ilse Ben-Chanoch, who broke her pelvis Erev Chag and spent the 

Seder in the hospital.  She’s home now and recuperating in Beit Yonatan.  

 

The weather seems to change from day to day, but what is sure is that winter 

has definitely said goodbye.  The promised rain never materialized and we’re at a 

high of 526.7 mm and the prediction of light showers for the end of the holiday. 

The alternating hot and chill make it difficult to choose what to wear, but layers 

are always good as they can be peeled off as (not) needed.  But the flowers are 

still flowering and it’s good to take a walk out into the area : Infantry Rock, the 

Jordan Rift… even Tel Roman in the new neighborhood.   Use the legs, not the 

car.  First the price of fuel is astronomical (more than 2x what it costs in the 

USA), and getting out on the roads everyday with half a million Israeli holiday 

tourists is no great pleasure.     

 

Just an early reminder: next week we commemorate Holocaust Day. 

 

Next week Shabi & Tziona will be writing the news, so anything you would like 

mentioned should be passed on to them.  We wish you all a wonderful end of 

holiday and excellent health while continuing to enjoy the fine weather.  Don’t 

forget: a kind word and a smile go a long way to making us all feel better. 

Have a great shabbos too. 

     Ari and the Steiners 
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Commemorations: 
25.04.95 Hannah Franklin כ"ה בניסן תשנ"ה  

26.01.06 Mrs. Laura Yentis כ"ח בנסין תשנ"ו  

25.04.98 Mrs. Sonia Wagner כ"ט בניסן תשנ"ח  

03.05.92 Joe Rifkind ל' בניסן תשנ"ב  

 

 

Birthdays:  
15.04 Gilian & Jonathan Neveh (Ben-Yehuda) 16.04 Micki Neuman (Ney grandson) 

 Itamar Raviv  Donna Solomon 

    

17.04 Brian Kaplan 18.04 Helen Levine 

 Yanita Nitzan  Adi Zigdon (Nitzan granddaughter) 

 Eviatar Ben=Reshef  Erez Netzer (S. Hatzor grandson) 

 Nir Collins  Kim Brody (Potasz granddaughter) 

 Dean Koren   

 Rakefet Ziv (Ellman granddaughter) 20.04 Hillel Yodaiken 

   Kyle Kasdan 

19.04 Shulamit Frank  Itai Cohen-Ne’ah 

 Reggie Pearlson 21.04 Irene Shein 

 Shoshanna Yodaiken 21.04 Shmulik Epstein 

 Aviva Goldberg  Gershon Mader 

 Shani Weinstein (Edelstein g/d)  Karen Golan (great granddaughter) 

 

Anniversaries:  
21.04 Noa,I & Benny Forster 

 

 

Existential Thoughts on Freedom  
So, where were you for the Seder?  How was it?  How many were you?  Who was 

there?  You cooked? 

“We were slaves unto Pharaoh in Egypt…” but today we don’t wash clothes by 

hand, or prepare dough and kneed it for matzo and even the Gefillte fish can be 

bought in a jar.   In the USA they eventually put an end to slavery and today 

they have a Black American president, and we gave up building pyramids a long 

time ago.   So what do we have left? 
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What tradition do we pass down to our children as we are commanded?  What’s 

different of this night than on all other nights?   

 

The wise son will say:  are we not all enslaved, and enslave others, to our chosen 

life styles?  Are we not still slaves?  Yes, he knows that we are slaves: but what 

can we do to change that?  Life is hard choices sometimes but what can you do? 

 

The evil son will say: even bosses have bosses.  They all have to obey the law 

from above…the WIFE…(not to mention the children and running after them all 

day long).  Free?  We’re not free!  Any more freedom like that and we’re all lost! 

 

The naïve son thinks that we’re all free already.  We have cars and iPhones, iPads 

and Tablets and everything is good! 

 

And the one who doesn’t know to ask – can’t see that there is a problem at all. 

 

But I ask myself how can we really feel free, even a little bit?  True: we’re no 

longer kicked or beaten, but we do work for bosses who gets at least 10 times 

what we earn.  We’re slaves to our jobs and earning power, family, career, opinion 

of our neighbors.  We are enslaved to our homes, mortgages, following rules and 

laws.  Simply put, this is modern slavery.   

 

So what’s the connection to being free?  Do we really want to be free?  Does 

freedom really exist?  Maybe generosity and giving to others sets us free? 

Maybe the only way we can be free is by contributing to the general good. 

 

So this coming year we may continue to be enslaved by our individual lives and 

next Pesach we will be enslaved by the traditions.  We may sit together and 

recall our communal past and “remember that we were slaves…” 

 

The big question is:  how to we find is the real meaning of Seder Pesach?  

 

Shoshanna Sharkey 
 



  5

NOTICES 

POOL 

Spring has sprung and with it, Pesach…and the swimming season is approaching.  

 
This year the pool is scheduled to open 25.05 (Chag Shavuot) and close on 

Saturday  29.09 (after Yom Kippur). 

 

In the meanwhile there are things that have to be done in order to accomodate 

the demands settled with the Health Ministry.  This year we have enough of a 

budget to accommodate two objects:  replanting the lawn and putting up a new 

perimeter fence (in accordance with security demands).  

 

The gardening team is already at work trimming or removing trees and bushes so 

that the new fence can be put up next week.   There will be minor changes in the 

fence that goes up, as well as new gates and locks. 

 

We ask you all NOT to enter the grounds, even if the gates are open during the 

day.  The teams have enough work without having to keep an eye out for every 

curiosity seeker.  

 

Thanks for your consideration and help in keeping the area safe. 

 

The Pool Team and Administrator 

(Tzvia Katz, Leah Katz, Evelyn Wallach, Ruti Amit - & Uri Shuval) 
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New Books in English 

No Title Author Subject 

1320 Free to Love Ivana Trump Novel 

1321 The Long Way Home Kate Shayler Memoir 

1322 Ex Libris Ross King Novel 

1323 Death Comes to Peter Pan Jean Brady Novel 

1324 My Life in France Julia Child Memoir 

1325 Little Infamies Panos Karnesis Novel 

1327 History of Jerusalem 638-1099 Prawer/Ben-Shammai History 

1328 The Alexandria Link Steve Berry  Suspense 

1329 The Third Secret Steve Berry  Suspense 

1330 Firewall Henning Mankell Mystery 

1331 The Man Who Smiled Henning Mankell Mystery 

1332 The Cat Who Robbed a Bank Lilian J. Braun Mystery 

1333 The Cat Who Went Up the Creek Lilian J. Braun Mystery 

1334 The Fallen Man Tony Hillerman Mystery 

1336 A Shark Out of Water Emma Lathen Mystery 

1338 Paradise City Lorenzo Cacaterra Mystery 

1341 Deep Storm Lincoln Child Mystery 

1343 Fire Horse Bill Shoemaker Mystery 

1344 The Assassin Stephen Coonts Mystery 

1345 Napoleon’s Glands Arno Karlen Biohistory 

1346 Neuromancer William Gibson Sci-Fi 

1433 The Book of Massage Lucinda Lidell Health 

1434 Testament of Experience  Vera Brittain Memoir 

1435 Killing Pablo (Escobar) Mark Bowden Drug lord - bio 

1437 The Mercedes Coffin Faye Kellerman Mystery 

1438 The King of Flesh and Blood Moshe Shamir Hist Fiction 

1440 The J-Word Andrew Sanger Novel 

23011 Suddenly A Knock on the Door Etgar Keret Stories 

23012 The Forty Rules of Love Elif Shafak Novel 

23013 Kosher Jesus Rabbi S. Boteach Jesus for Jews 

23015 The Sealed Letter Emma Donoghue Novel 

23016 The Litigators John Grisham Mystery 

23017 The Abduction John Grisham Mystery 

23018 Cutting for Stone Abrham Verghese Novel 

23019 Too Much Happiness Alice Munro Stories 

23020 The Decesndants Kuai Hart Hemmings Novel – Hawaii 

23022 Jezebel Eleanor de Jong Biblical Novel 

23023 Tales from the Perilous Realm JRR Tolkien Fantasy 

23024 The Eight Katherine Neville Thriller 

23025 State of Wonder Ann Patchett Novel 

23026 Light in the Arava? Gidon Elad Reform Judaism 

23027 The Devil Colony James Rollins Suspense 

23028 Shelter Harlan Coben Mystery 

23029 The Marriage Plםt Jeffrey Eugenides Novel 


