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HANUKKAH IS APPROCHING !l
Sunday 06.12.15 at 17:30 in the Dining Hall
Candle Lighting Ceremony (Pre-Army Group)
Tuesday 08.12.15 at 15:30 TORCH RUNNING
Games and refreshments at 17:00 in the Dining Hall
Thursday 10.12.15 - CREATIVE ACTIVITIES in the Dining Hall
Friday 11.12.15 at 22:00 Hanukkah Party in the Pub
Sunday 13.12.15 Children's Show in the Theatre

Birthdays:
01.12 | Noa Ben Chanonch 02.12 | Naor Reubanov
Dror Giladi Maya Curtis (Ellman granddaughter)
03.12 | Geshem Carmon (Arnold grandson)
05.12 | Miriam Cohen 04.12 | Maayan Palma
Maayan Maser Avri Glick

Anniversaries

30.11 \ Osnat & Dror Agmon

Commemoraions:

11.12.79 Louise Nathan "opn 1500 o™
08.12.98 Angie Koenegis V"IN 150D o™
22.11.13 Douglas Arnold T"ywn 1500 o™
30.11.88 Mrs. Lily Resnick L'MYN 170D X"D
17.12.11 Levi Geneslav 2"Ywn 150D X"D




SOCIAL WELFARE UPDATE

Nursing (Long) Care Insurance - Whoever saw the television program with Micki
Haimovitz has good reason to be worried. Even though we've paid into Bituach
Leumi (Social Security) and other insurance funds all of our lives, there are ways
in which we do not receive the care or the compensation...and it's scary.

With the government oversight committee putting an end to collective (group)
insurance policies many people were left uninsured despite years of previous
payments which were non-refundable. Those under age of 60 had to hustle to
find an appropriate nursing policy for the future and all those above that age
were left uninsured. The only option for our older members after the shut down
of group insurance was to pay into a private kibbutz insurance fund.

Each member (who is not yet in need) pays a stipulated monthly fee and when the
fund is full it will provide for those who in need, when they need it.

Many kibbutzim have already started with this option and I hope that by March
2016 we will too. As soon as all the paperwork, checks and balances have been
performed, you will be notified.

CATS

Street cats are known for their qualities helping with local sanitation: keeping
the rat, mouse and snake population down. However, cats in KH don't exactely do
what they would be doing naturally... if they weren't so well fed. Also, the past
three years out cats were not neutered and vacinated as should have been and
the population grew exponentially. Now we have taken care of the problem with
the help of the Rescue service and managed to do 30 cats. Hopefully this will
keep the cat population down and make they less of a public nuisance.

MIFGASH

According to Shifi the program that was organized last year is carrying on. She
is how working on diverse weekly programs for 2016. She is hoping to have this
ready by the end of the month so keep your eyes peeled for further information.

We are still receiving some subsidation via the Minsitry of Welfare and under
the auspices of the Senior Citizen Center run in Tel-Hai. This will allow us to
alleviate some of the sums that we need to pay 'out of pocket' and to still supply
meals in the Mifgash and a place for our own senior citizens. We have already
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sat with the Staffof the Senior Citizen Center to explain how important it is to
be able fo committ to and provide services to our older members.

This month we went fo Agamon HaHUla Bird Sanctuary to see the sunset. Itzik
Ben-Dor accompanied us and told stories about the place and what we would be
seeing. We watched the birds landing and preparing for their nights rest while
we sat in the comfort of a 'covered wagon' with observation slits. Many thanks
to Itzok for all his help.
The grade school hosting tea for the grandarents was also a wonderful activity.
They did Kabbalot Shabot together and intergenerational activities. Everyone
had a great time and many thanks to the children and the staff for their time.
Area Cultural Activities are being organized for the senior citizens of the
southern end of the Hula Valley. This includes events within a 30 km radius.
Please keep your eyes peeled for more info on the KH site and the notice board.
Mid-Life Workshop - Starting at the beginning of December for the 60-75 year
olds under the title of ‘Middle of Life - An Opportunity for New Horizons' with a
professinal lecturer in the subject. Individual invitations were sent around but
feel free to contact me also.

Nurit Oren - Health & Social Welfare Manager

Dogs Bark and Life Goes On

Everytime I see unleashed dogs roaming the kibbutz freely it makes my blood
boil.

Our neighbors dog doesn't just bark at me when I'm on my bike, she also snarls
and shows her teeth | It's only a matter of time before she makes a jump and I
fall off and hurt myself. When I walk towards the old offices of the B&B there
is a new, white dog who has just moved in who comes charging at me and barking.
This is a dog which was caught off the leash previously by the dog catcher and
the owner had to pay a fine to release it. Now he's running loose, again ..don't
people learn??!?

When I pick up my grandchildren in the kindergarten there are always dogs
there. One is a little brown thing that has already bitten one child (obviously
the child was at fault); a meanium size brown one who is new to the kibbutz; a
large, white dog who always shows up at 16:00 when the children are going home;
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a fat, black dog who's owners claim that he always runs away from them; and a
very skinny, tall dog who stands head and shoulders above the height of the
children. Sometimes they bring ‘friends' along and they all go playing amongst
the children in Gan Esther. Meanwhile the tall, skinny dog goes rummaging
through the garbage pails and manages to get arbage bags which he leaves al
over the kibbtz: I've seen it with my own eyes !
At the entrance of the Pilates Studio there are usually 2 - 4 dogs just waitng
for their masters/mistresses.
Last week a pack of dogs attacked the club car that my mother (87) was riding
on. They barked and snarled. Two were white dogs that had come from the
Hermon neighborhood. She arrived at our house quite upset and, after dinner,
was afraid to return home alone.
There are packs of dogs that roam the Vatikan. Best that the old folks and
young children don't use the grass as it's full of their ‘leavings’. Even if dogs are
only playing amongst themselves, it's dangerous for people o be there.
The dog catchers who come to KH in the past few years are fightened to come
here because of the behaviour of the dogs' owners, someof which have attacked
them.
So what are we supposed to do? Why do people come to KH? Some of the
residents say quite openly that it's known that dogs don't have to be tied up here
in KH. Why don't members tie up their dogs? ..because the dog is also a resident
here, and for longer than most of his neihbors? Why don't visitors have their
dogs on a lead? ..because it's not 'nice’ for the host to tell him?
The dog may be a good friend o man (in general) but only one person is its
owner. My dog is indeed my friend, but I tie him up. Why?
a. it's the law !l!
b. my neighbor once threatened to kick it if it defecated on his lawn.
c. sometimes it attacks other dogs.
d. I'm aware of the fact that others who live here might be afraid of dogs.
Am I, Shoshanna (and a few others), the only dog lovers who know this? Do we
lack the assertiveness to deal with the problem?
I would love to hear from the dog owners who let their animal roam freely.
But in the meanwhile no one is doing anything and we put up with it.

Nurit Oren



From the Archives:

Divrei HaKfar, May 1949 - Clearing the rocks

Clearing the rocks is one of the main actions to be taken in order to turn the
land around Monsurra arable and farmable (and have a seasonal crop). This way
we are also able to really know the land and begin to undeerstand its particular
properties. As we learned, the way to clear rocks is the primitive one of literally
shifting them by hand to clear a field or path and piling them where they will act
as a barrier to the field itself. Because we have thousands of dunams to clear
we are looking for the best way to do so without too much manpower and making
rock clearing swift.

Most of the land we have to clear lies on the hillsides. They land is covered with
basalt rocks. The terrain never contains just one size rock but can vary between
quite small and those that weigh tons.

Tools:

We would like to use tractors and wagons with hydraulic springs. Each wagon
must be capable of handling 3 cubic meters of material. We wil need about 15
people for the job according to the size of the rocks. Only where there are vast
numbers of small rocks will is be feasible to use women for the work. Only after
we have removed all the rocks we are cabable of moving by hand will we bring in
heavy equipment for the heavier, helf buried boulders. Those we hope to remove
with sleds attached to the tractors.

Special problems:

We have to take into account the lay of any future irrigation needs and see that
the main water lines do not have to go under piles of rocks. Therefore it wil be
necessary to pile the rocks at noted elevation levels. Future irrigation lines will
also have to be at set elevation levels to avoid rocks slides and soil erosion
brought on by the rains. Tree palnting will be undertaken to help stop soil
erosion to all the fields on the hillside incline.

BTW: the sled used to remove the rocks can be see today against the south
side wall of the archives. Rachel Ginat





