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"ABUSED"

The heavy Prison door closed with a Grenade like bang and rattle,
shaking the Cell behind Kate and waking her Cell mate sleeping
on the bottom bunk.

"Who the fuck are you?" complained bottom bunk, rubbing her
eyes. " Sorry, wasn't me. The bitch in uniform”, replied Kate.
"Where's your stuff?" "The bitch is bringing it"

Soon the Iron door opened again and the prison officer threw a
Bag at Kate's feet. "So! Let me look at you,"she said, eying Kate
and wiping the back of her hand over Kate's hips. Kate gave the
officer a quick wrist twist, making her rotate and almost lose her
balance.

"Do you know what can happen to you here for assaulting a Prison
Officer?"she said. " You know what can happen to you if you
touch me like that again? " responded Kate. '"You just wiped out
any Plus you had with me, girl. I'm gonna report it for all to know
out there". She then pushed Kate aside, opened the Iron door
and departed slamming it shut.

"Gees! " exclaimed the bottom bunk excitedly, "I'm Jess". Kate
responded with "Kate" "Wow! Ain't seen nothin' like that in here"
said Jess. "l was a Marshal Arts instructor with the Army till a few
weeks ago," Volunteered Kate. "D'you wanna cup of Coffee?" "In
here ?" asked Kate. "For Sure. I've got an electric spoon. | push
the wires in the socket. Then | put the spoon in the cup of water till
it boils. See ? So why are you in here ?" asked Jess. " | broke my
husband's arms". "What both of 'em? Gees! How does he wipe
his arse ?" "So why are you here, Jess?" "My ex boy friend
expected me to turn Tricks for money for him. When | refused he
punched me in the face .So | bought a knife and stuck it in under
his chin.
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The next morning at breakfast in the dining hall, Kate was told she
must visit Jo Lipton the Prison Psychologist. Jess advised her to
go or she would have to clean toilets. Lipton asked Kate about
events causing her to attack her husband. She explained that it
was after years of his baiting she would die like her mother in a
mental home...."Until one night during one of our worst winters
when we had a lot of Snow, he came home a little drunk and saw
our youngest daughter nursing some new born puppies that our
dog had. He started ranting about the smell of animals in the
house and threw the tiny puppies out the window. Our daughter
screamed and cried and rushed out undressed in the snow to save
them. Half the puppies died. | tried to comfort my daughter and
saw my husband laughing. | guess something snapped. | attacked
him breaking both his arms." Kate then broke down and dropped
to her knees crying, "Mummy, I'm sorry, I'm so sorry, Mummy.
Forgive me, forgive me," and she cried and cried and cried..

Lipton gave her a sedative, and when she was calm explained that
her actions were not premeditated but spontaneous -- instinctive.
"Why didn't you explain this in Court ?" "l was silent cos my lawyer
advised me to say nothing."

Lipton later made a number of calls to Lawyers and the Courts and
managed to have the case reviewed by the Director of Public
Prosecutions.

Meanwhile,.inside the Prison, a very timid young prisoner who was
tricked into prostitution by her Pimp boy friend, was abused by two
female prison officers. They would go quietly into her Cell in the
middle of the night and have their way with her. Eventually the
timid young girl died of a broken heart. But Jess, who always made
it her business to know what prison officers were up to, let the dark
secret out, which caused most Prisoners to Riot. During the Riot,
Kate found the two guilty officers alone and calmly broke their
arms --- unfortunately the punishment of choice by Kate was too
well known to be overlooked and she had her sentence increased -

However, Jo Lipton managed to have her earlier sentence
admonished due to the incompetence of her lawyer. But as she
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already served most of that sentence, she was released, as that
sentence was approximately the same as the sentence for
breaking the arms of two prison officers.

It happened that Jess' sentence ended at the same time. So Kate
and Jess walked out of the prison together and remain friends to
this day.

While all this was happening, Kate's husband Shmuel had to
explain his actions

to his Court appointed female Psychologist, Deri Stern.

"Do you know what it's like when you can't make ends meet?" he
said. " The kids are growing up and need more and more. And
when you get home, bloody exhausted, the first thing that hits you
Is more bills. The whole thing's a trap -- it's expected. It's a trap
based on a thirty year Mortgage and Hire Purchase. And the
women complain it's a Paternal Society. We sit in our metal Coffins
in traffic half the day for the privilege of keeping up with the Jones'
till every last bit of manhood is sapped. Is it marriage? Do we
need marriage in a Welfare Society? | don't know. But before |
was married | never felt Imprisoned." But Deri stern was having
none of his self pity.

My Short Story "ABUSED " Is based on a Play of mine that was
aired on

Kol Israel Radio Drama on 28/10/95. It was followed by a Studio
Discussion and Public Phone in. The discussion included Yael
Dayan, some Sociologists and a Professor from the Technion
whose name | forgot to write down and have since forgotten.

Melvin S.
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