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The following little allegory is a much shorter version of one | wrote to celebrate
the 60th birthday of my dearest acquaintance, Dame Shirley Bassey
( Dame = A Female Knighthood.).

THE WELSH TH RUSH . [ Melvin simons

The Fox came out of his hole as the lambs were led to the
enclosure. It was almost dusk and there were a few stragglers but
the Fox had no wish to harm the

small animals. Instead he watched them on their way, then went
down to the

stream for his evening drink. Shortly there came to the stream two
large Hounds but when they saw the Fox drinking they hid, for they
didn't want to frighten him.

And when the Fox finished drinking they saw him safely on his
way.

Tseep! Tseep! "l can't believe my eyes", cried a common
Sparrow, who was watching the scene. And she clapped her wings
together making a great disturbance. "Oh do stop it" trilled a
Starling, who was trying to sleep. "But didn't you see", cried the
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Sparrow, who still couldn't believe her eyes. "l did see, thank you,"
replied the Starling."And if you don't stop making a disturbance |
shall leave this place". A little embarrassed, the Sparrow came
quietly to rest on a branch beneath the Starling."That's better", said
the Starling., "Now, if you can restrain yourself , you may tell me
what perplexes you so.

"Well | thought it was customary for the higher animals to destroy
the lower breeds -- if you'll pardon the expression”. "How ignorant
you are ! " exclaimed the

Starling."They're all lower breeds except my friend the Nightingale
The Prima Donna herself, who, incidentally, is on her way to visit
me as we speak.

" Not True",blurted a very blunt Skylark who had been listening to
the onversation. " Not True ?"snapped the Starling. " How dare
you. The Nightingale

Informs me of all her comings and goings. And it so happens that
the Diva and | are the only true Songbirds. But what would a mere
Skylark know of such things"

"The Hounds lay down with the Fox after they heard the Welsh
Thrush sing".

" What nonsense." Replied the Starling, "There's just two true
Songbirds -- the Diva and myself. If you don't believe me, ask any
student of Ornithology."

Clearly, you have never heard the Welsh Thrush. In fact, so
beautiful is her voice,

that I've learned that people who hear her, not only become more
considerate and compassionate, but some experience fulfillment
also.

"Stuff I" Mocked the Starling, " As if anyone of low birth could be
fulfilled by hearing a Song. Repent,| warn you. Ask forgiveness lest
you be struck down. And the little Sparrow began to tremble and
lowered her head in shame.

Tu-Whit! Tu-Whoo! Hooted a wise Owl who heard the discussion
from a high

bough. "I don't know what you mean by Low Birth. Isn't what some
regard as High Birth just affectation and hypocrisy, to others?".
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" But only those of higher birth can truly appreciate Art and
learning.

There's some truth there mused the Owl. But much of the best in
Art is produced by people you believe lowly. And Art needs its
Interpreters, and sometimes the interpreter is the finer Artist.
Which makes the Welsh Thrush the finest Artist because she
interprets with such profundity that no nuance is missed and new
meanings emerge from her songs. Truly the nightingale is a
Callas, and the Starling a Melba, but the Welsh Thrush is these
and more. For where they have achieved perfection and life, she
goes beyond this to the essence, the Soul.

Such is the Quality of Song of The Welsh Thrush.

Suddenly, was heard in the distance a soft Hweeting call. And as
the satin soft sound grew richer and louder, everyone looked up
and saw reflected in the half light the slender underpart of the
Nightingale. And the whole countryside came out to see her and
greet her and hear her enthralling song. But as she got closer, they
saw that it wasn't really the Nightingale but merely the lowly
creature, the Welsh Thrush who astounded the entire countryside
with the richness and Power of her beautiful voice.

The next day somebody saw the Nightingale looking wistfully out
to sea. For although she was never a migratory creature, she
often wondered what magical things she would experience if she
were.

Melvin. S.
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