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Dear Papa,

Memories of you start at the beginning of my life. | remember you
sitting on the porch smoking your pipe. | remember you calling me squirt
and talking about LSU gold and purple. | remember sleeping over on
holidays, waking up to the sound of the English news and eating
breakfast in the 'hadar ochel' with you and the workers at 7am, when all
my friends at the kibbutz were still asleep .

To me you were always a symbol of strength, hard work, knowledge,
integrity and values. As the years went by | drifted away from you and
Savta, as young adults often do. But | will never forget the first time |
came to see you after my son Tsur was born. You held him in your arms
and lit up with love and joy. That day | had the opportunity to reconnect
with you and | felt so lucky.

The last two years were tough for you - and for Savta, Jan and Mom - the
whole family and friends. Watching you slowing changing was a painful
process. Last night, my 4 and a-half year old son asked me if next time
he comes to the kibbutz you will be there. | explained no, only in our
memories. He said to me, "l feel sadness in my body and | don't know

why".

| feel the same sadness, but along with that sadness that we all feel, |
also feel thankful for the many long years you were with us and the
many memories of you that | will cherish forever.

| love you Papa - goodbye.

Ella Orian Samuchy
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