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This week the interview is different, in English
Which is neither my mother language nor :
Zandra’s, anyway it was very interesting for me

And I’'m happy to introduce - Zandra Cruz,
Working with Alen Easton.

How did you arrive in Kfar-Hanassi?

| came to Israel from the Philippines at sep. 2014. | first worked in Hatzor
Haglilit for a year and five months, then in Kiryat Shemona for four

months, and then | came here at Feb. 2016 to work with Alen Easton.

When | first came here from K. shemona for the interview | thought it is
in the end of Israel, | said its too far, but then when | met saba Alen the
first time, my heart felt very good, | was not afraid, and didn’t think a lot
about accepting this job. Alen asked me questions about myself, then
After we finished talking he asked if | want to come to work here, | said

yes.

Life is good here, because all the people in the road when | pass them or
they pass me they smile and say boker tov, ma nishma, they are polite, |
like that. And I’'m lucky too, because my employer, they are a very good
family, they are kind, all the family. Life is good for me in the last two

and a half years.

| have good friends here, also from the Philippines, we sometimes meet
together, eating, drinking, talking. In my free time | go jogging around
the kibbutz.

From where in the Philippines you come?
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| come from a little town, maybe the size of the kibbutz but it is a town. |
have mother and five brothers, I’'m the eldest. My father passed away at
2011. Before | came to Israel | worked in Taiwan for 7 years in a factory
of cellphones. Before | came to Israel | didn’t know where it is at all. i
thought the people here are black. When | entered to the airplane of El-
Al from Hong Kong, | thought everybody will be black, but then
everybody was white. When | arrived at Ben Gurion airport | thought —

everybody looks American.

What places in Israel have you been?

| was in Bet Lehem, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Bahai garden, Haifa, Akko,
Naharia, | went to Eilat with saba, also to Beer Sheva - it was in tiyul of
Telhai. Eilat was very good. After Eilat we went to the grave of Baba Sali
— they say you can wish when you go there. also in Jerusalem we went

to the wishing wall.

Mostly | like Jerusalem and Bet Lehem. I’'m not interested in the night
life of Tel Aviv. If | have hofesh, I'll go to Jerusalem or Bet lehem, or | will
go to Haifa and stay in my apartment, eating and drinking with my
friends there. We are 35 people living in this apartment, it has 5 rooms,
one salon and a roof top. usually only part of the people are there, not
everybody together, only in Christmas and new year’s eve everybody
come together and there’s room for all. we can manage. We celebrate
the holiday together, and then in the morning we go to Bet Lehem and
attend the mass in the church, and after that we pass through Jerusalem

to the wishing wall — the kotel.

How is Israel different from Philippines?

It is different a lot. Mainly in the food. And in social life too. Family
manage is different too. In Israel, the wife and husband very good

handle the children, very serious about it. In the Philippines they handle
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too but in different way. Here the father can handle the children. In the
Philippines the fathers they mainly go to work, work, work. Sometimes
they have no time to play with the children. Some do, but not all. and
here in the kibbutz | see all. In the pool, the fathers bring the baby, bring
the child. In the Philippines, mainly the fathers is all the time in the farm,
working, he needs to work for the family. It’s not that he doesn’t care,

but they need to work.

The food is also different. In Israel they like vegetables. In Philippines
they like rice, rice, rice. 3 times a day — morning rice with vegetables and

fish, lunch rice with meat, dinner rice again with fish and vegetables.

Thank you very much Zandra, nice to meet you!
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