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For my Dad

It is not difficult to remember my father as a person who was a caring, generous
and humble man whose concern was for helping others and putting other
people’s problems before his own. But today | would like to remember him as
my dad. 69 years ago he held me as a baby and cuddled and soothed me. For
the last week | have had the privilege of being beside him, holding his hand and
returning the same affection and care that he gave to me and to my brothers,
and to be with him as he left us.

He loved us all and his legacy of his interests from nature to music, mechanics,
sense of humour and a code of decency and understanding of our fellow men
have shaped our lives. But his real legacy and one that gave him and my mum
never ending pride and joy was the six of us and our wives (more than 6), 18
grandchildren and somewhere around 25 great grandchildren. | am not sure
what overwhelmed him most when he came to large gatherings of the family, it
could have been seeing them all or just so much energy and noise.

Finally, | would like to give special thanks to Zandra who with her exceptional
love and devotion made the last 5 years of dad’s life the best that anyone could
have. She made sure he was fed a healthy diet, always encouraged him to
exercise and to get out and meet people and follow his interests. She would
never take no for an answer even if he grumbled and resisted. As a result, we
will always be indebted to her for making his last years some of his happiest.

| would also like to thank all of my family here and all over the world for their
support, encouragement and love that made it so much easier to look after dad
at here at home for the last week. Especially Annie who held it all together.

If I could give my Dad a 22 gun salute today, | would do it to remember him as
one of the last of a generation of wartime men and women who fought against
the Nazi regime. He was a naval engineer on the Destroyer The Lookout, which

despite the numbers of naval engagements always came away without a
scratch. She was known as the lucky Lookout and | should add, lucky us!

James




This is what | have in mind:

In the Next Room

Death is nothing at all:

| have only slipped away into the next room.

| am | and you are you;

Whatever we were to each other, that we are still.
Call me by my old familiar name.

Speak to me in the easy way which you always used.
Put no difference in your tone:

Wear no forced air or solemnity or sorrow.

Laugh as we always laughed at the

little jokes we enjoyed together.

Play, smile, think of me, pray for me.

Why should | be out of mind

because | am out of sight?

| am but waiting for you, for an interval,
somewhere very near,

Just around the corner. All is well.

Canon Henry Scott Holland

Love to you and all of you,
Brian and Brigitte




From Alsace to England to Israel and from there all over the world.

Saba you and Savta have created a tremendous legacy of children, grand
children and great grandchildren, daughters in law and blended families
that were always welcomed with open arms.

Your home was a little haven of tea and biscuits whenever any of us
turned up at your door.

Oceans have separated us on your last journey to meet up with Savta,
Shauli and Tom, however we are with you in spirit at this moment.

You loved the open sea, so | dedicate this poem to you:

| am standing upon the seashore.

A ship at my side spreads her white sails to the morning breeze, and starts
for the blue ocean.

She is an object of beauty and strength, and | stand and watch her until
she hangs like a speck of white cloud just where the sea and sky come
down to mingle with each other.

Then someone at my side says: “There! She’s gone!”

Gone where? Gone from my sight — that is all.

She is just as large in mast and hull and spar as she was when she left
my side, and just as able to bear her load of living freight to the place of
her destination.

Her diminished size is in me, and not in her.

And just at the moment

when someone at my side says: “There! She’s gone!”

there are other eyes that are watching for her coming; and other voices
ready to take up the glad shout:

“‘Here she comes!”

Much love, Andy




Dad, my family, chaverim rabim, and everyone gathered to farewell Dad,
Abba, Saba, Saba Raba.

Thankyou all for being here today. . We are with you all grieving,
20 thousand kilometres away | am unable to come today, to bid you well
on your next journey, but | know you will find peace and serenity with Mum
and Shauli.

I will miss you, | will miss your wisdom and steadfastness and sense of
humour. You meant so much to me and us ‘boys’.

| look back and see your guiding hands, your loud laughter and dry sense
of humour. | don’t see you as you were towards the end, but rather that
strong father, an unsung hero who fought in World War Il, and our last
direct link to those dark times. You fought for a better world in which to
bring up your six boys. And you have more than succeeded. For we have
learnt your love of music, of clocks and history never to be forgotten, of
archaeology, mechanics, travel, and singing to name a few areas where
you have left your mark.

You were an incredible husband for 65 years. You loved Mum with all your
heart and all your soul, and that was always enough for you.

Mum is waiting for you now. You must go on your journey.

I miss you Dad and you will forever be in my heart, love Richard.

(This next is from Hana)

Saba, you have left indelible marks on my heart, finely drawn marks
depicting the truth of love, loyalty, culture, history and a wicked sense of
humour. You savoured life in a way few do, from fine wine and the stinkiest
cheese, to opera and the beauty of a finely crafted clock. Your library was
legendary and you loved sharing with us your fine art books, Lalique glass,
Monet paintings. You stood for something. You had a keen understanding
of your unique place in history and the need to pass down our traditions
and their spiritual meaning to following generations. Your need to
preserve the memory of those gone fuelled your work with finding new
homes for salvaged Torah scrolls, patiently teaching bar mitzvah classes




and showing us that what is meaningful is truly lodged in the heart, not
mere outward observance.

Your kiddush lives on weekly in NZ. Saba, the way you loved Savta was
an inspiration to all. You treated her like the Queen, she was and taught
us how to love. Thank-you for being the most wonderful Saba to our
children Yaara, Ayal, Tal, Kiri and Karmelle.

Thank-you for taking me under your wing. May the winds be in your favour
in this next journey.
Much love from Hana

Hi you 2! | just wanted to say how deeply saddened | am to hear of Sabas
passing. He and the Easton family had a life changing effect on me for
which | will be forever grateful.

| feel so grateful for knowing him and being part of his clan for all those
years.

I’'m so sorry for your loss. What a remarkable life he had to celebrate.
You were so blessed being so close to him all the way. | think you are
both incredible and hope you're getting some support too.

No matter how much time passes you will always be family.

Much love always
Shell & Uri.




Allan Pierre Douglas Easton
Like his children, a man of many parts.

Father, brother, son, uncle, grandfather, great grandfather to so many
Educated at St Pauls, Imperial College and in the shipyards of Glasgow.
Royal Naval officer, risking his life in the engine rooms of HMS Lagos
and HMS Lookout of the 9th Destroyer Flotilla, to serve his country in
action against Fascist tyranny.

Oarsman, (bet you didn’t know) member of London rowing Club.
Freeman of the City of London.

Associate Member of the Institute of Mechanical Engineers till the end of
his life. Businessman, factory owner, Kibbutznik, devoted carer to his
love of 70yrs.

He taught me and my Brothers many things.

This man took me to see Bertram Mills Circus at Olympia and Cinderella
on ice in early 1950s with all the children at the factory Christmas
outings.

We watched the coronation of Queen Elizabeth in flickering black and
white.

He took me to Switzerland aged 5 on the boat train from Victoria.

He took me to the Brussels World fair in 1957.

He taught me to adjust the brakes on the old Alvises.

He taught me to light Bonfires,

He spent more than he could afford sending me to private schools.
He told me my first dirty joke, I've retold it a hundred times since.

He taught me to drive.

He taught me to sail.

He taught me to use a very crude computer.

He forbade me from riding motorbikes. Huh!

He helped me financially at School of Architecture.

That’s part of the debt that | owe this man, there’s much more.
Above all he was essentially an old fashioned English Gentleman, let us
all remember and learn from that.

from Phil So long Old Man. from Phil




The Road Not Taken

Launch Audio in a New Window
BY ROBERT FROST

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted weatr,
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, | kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
| doubted if | should ever come back.

| shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and |—
| took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Ayal, Richard and Nicole’s son



https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/robert-frost
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Dear Saba,

| wish | was there to say goodbye, and if | was, | guess you would say please don’t
cry.

I’ll remember you as you were best, the happy times, forget the rest.

I’ll think of you and you’ll be there, in the gentle breeze that moves the air.
In the scent and colour of flowers, that gave you such happy hours.

In the dark green forests, where the ugliboglies hide,

or sunny skies of blue, | will think of you - and | will be with you.

As the woodsmoke lingers in the cold winter air, | will look for you - and you’ll
be there.

Where the seagulls cry above the sea, where the surf rolls back and forth
endlessly.

And as the night falls, and the silver moon raises above,

| will remember you, in all those things that you once loved.

You will always be my Saba...

Michal
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