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I'd like to say a few words about Dad on behalf of myself, my

brothers and of course Mum...

Dad was born on February 14" 1948, and was named Geoffrey
Frydland but he preferd to be called Yehuda — his Hebrew name. He
always joked that being born on Valentine’s Day, he was grateful to
his parents for deciding in the end to NOT name him Valentine!

He had two brothers, lan and Sinclair, who are sadly no longer with
us. His younger sister Cherry is watching us via zoom from England.
Hi Cherry — we know Dad used to love tickling you when you were
little. He told us that he would just wiggle his finger at you, from the

opposite side of the living room, and you would burst into a fit of

giggles.




Dad made Aliya to Israel when he was just 23 years old. He wanted
a fresh start and also decided to change his surname — he was fed
up with people mispronouncing his name and calling him names like
Freedman, Freedlander, Fraydland and so on, so he changed it to
something more Israeli — Ben Ze’ev, which means Son of Wolf (Wolf
being my grandfather’'s name). Not that it helped much... people still
misheard and misspelt it...

Dad travelled around Israel with his friend Shaul, wanting to find a
place to settle and call home. They joined a Garin (J'v1a) (a group of
settlers) and stayed on Kibbutz Elrom — which is where he first met
our Mum. The Garin group then decided to leave the kibbutz but
thankfully (for us) Shaul and Dad kept returning to Elrom for various
reasons, and then finally dad got together with Mum. We only found
out very recently that all those reasons had actually been made up,
and his visits to the Kibbutz were just opportunities for him to see

Mum again.




His love for Mum was as strong 50 years later, as when they first
met, and Dad actually told me only last month “marrying your mother

was the best decision | ever made”.

Anyone who knew Dad, will agree that he approached everything
he did with extreme precision. His analytical and mathematical
(ronnn) mind was a true asset to the Kibbutz factory whilst he
worked there in Quality Control for many years. He was responsible
for ensuring that every detail regarding the new products (nnxin)
manufactured met the full specification required. | have no doubt
that he was very good at his job.

His attention to detail ventured into ALL parts of his life, including
meals he would prepare. Dad used to make the most delicious
Spanish omelettes. The preparation and finesse were extraordinary
— he would cook each vegetable separately, cleaning the frying pan
before cooking the next vegetable, and finally serving up an
exquisite omelette with folded precision (j71'1). Only Dad had the

patience to make this dish with such perfection.




Dad’s attention to detail and perfection was really put to good use
with his much loved hobby of Woodwork. Over the years, he has
made many pieces of quality wooden furniture to an impeccably high
standard — he made trays, cupboards, bedside tables, nest of tables,
Tea boxes... the list goes on. It was always lovely to hear him talk
so passionately about his hobby, and for him to have continued this
into his retirement, joining Woodwork Classes where he loved
learning new tricks and patterns to make things more useful and

efficient.

Another big interest of Dad’'s was of course, watching TV and
particularly (Tnirna) Fox News. To say it was an obsession is
probably an understatement. It could have taken him an hour or
more to get himself dressed in the morning, just because he was so
absorbed in watching TV, especially Fox News. He would put one
leg into his trousers and pause to watch the TV... then another leg
went in, and pause again to watch a bit more... then he'd do a
couple of buttons on his shirt, and perch on the edge of the sofa....
then another button... and so on... you get the idea.

And — That — Was — Dad! He really didn’t do anything quickly.




| remember Mum telling me that one morning she woke him up to
let him know his ride to his Woodwork Class was leaving soon, and
if he didn’t get ready immediately he would miss it. Well, she never
saw him get dressed so quickly and speed out of the house! He
really did love his Woodwork... AiImost as much as Fox News!

But more than anything we know that family was everything to Dad

and he adored us all and was proud of our achievements (naw).

Dad — we love you and we will miss you.




| think, what | remember most about growing up with Geoff,
was how patient he was. He always had time to help me with
my homework, he helped me see the beauty in maths, he
taught me to recognise the constellations of the stars. He was
just a lovely brother, and | have missed him, because he was
far away, and | miss him still, but | am glad he is no longer in
pain.

Cherry

My memories of your dad go back years.

| was his first cousin as my mum and his mum were sisters.

| often visited him and have lovely photos of the three of us:
his older brother Sinclair, Geoff and me.

| met pat later and visited the couple on their kibbutz. You
children were all born there.

Geoff was always proud of the work he did in the factory and
later the woodwork he did as a hobby.

Later on Pat and Geoff visited England and we often had pub
meals with them and Sinclair and Sylvia.

Happy memories!

Judi
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Pat, Lior, Etai, Idan, Yair and Anvah

Since that phone call just hours after Yehuda passed, I have
been without words. No words, imagine a teacher without

words.
How can you sum up 54 some odd years in just a few words?

Geoff and I met at Ber-eri and through discussions I learned his
steadfast path for the future. It was these discussions with him
that I too, on that same day, immigrated to Israel and changed
my name to Shaul. Yehuda was a rock, steadfast and a fine

example to follow.

Our paths, in the intervening years, changed but our connection
never wavered. I could never imagine coming to Israel and not

spending time with him, Pat and family.

In March, I came to visit my true friend, who apologized to me
for being ill. Yehuda always put others first. It was at this time I
learned and observed how integral Pat was to the community.
She was a rock and a life raft for so many people as well as her
husband and children. She has established and maintained ties

with her family across the globe and with friends everywhere.

Yehuda, I will remember and be thankful you were a big part of

my life.

With love to all
Shaul and Judith
London ON Canada
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