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Thig snniverear; iccue is dedlcated to
LEON LICHTMAN

who shsred our dresm but ie not here

to gee its reslization. Leon gave his

1ife, slon; 7ith countless others like

nim, for the liveration of Isreel,

ur Firgt Bi L

We osme here & yeaT £go. What o yesr it hes been for us end

the ihﬂ¥§» ghuv, The young Jevish Strte Was gtill in its swed=
dling © uﬁ%WhEn the armies of 6 Arsb countries invacded ita
borders. -yentes which followed hnve gone %o make one of the
meet heroic end unforgetteble chepters in our history.

§e vere in Heders when the Jewieh Stste was declered on the
14th of Mey, 1948, The previcus sutumn we hec completed our period
of hachghars =t Efsr BElum snc ceteolished ourcelves in & cemp ON
i@ outeiirte of Hruers = living the ugusl life of & workini gTOUp

in the moshava,

The following extrmcte from our diery describe our gltustion
at that period:

Jﬁgu 1946,  The last deye in Haders., There it 2 Birong feeling
that we will soon go on Hitysshwvaut, Plecee have elresdy been
mentioned. One is Mishmer Heysrden snd anothex is near Galed, in
the Hills of Ephreim. We expTeeced a strong eelre for the Galil,
The declsretion of the State hes hed a deep eflect on all nere A8
it has on the whole Yishuv, The reactions to the Arab invesion
are also appercnt, We have sent 5§ chaverim ae "tighoret" to Ein
Geb and 34 cheverim teve gonc to help Afikim with bitzurim. TWe
wers told thet we would probably go on nityashvut straypnt from

the cordan Valley
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June 26th, We sre tolc thet our hityeshvut +1ill coue =ny dey
now, and the plsce - Lsnoure el Het. e sent Moche, Johnny and
Yitgchal to have £ look A% Ll nlece, Chaverim from the Jordsn
‘Velley returned to Hrders to pTIeplIle. A very hectic “eek 18 in
\front of ue. Ve elect n Veed to plen the aliyeh. We will hewe
'tuh?ake pome painful deocleicne - ¥ho #+ill go angd who will suay

| Be o T B

¥e chose 11 bacuurim ana 12 Lsoehurot to (o up to Maneurs,

- June gﬂ;%. Necnef Priden., Meny visizors. Nobody glept much
that nlght.
B Me leeve Hedera., We loeded heas ond mattresses and

domestic utengils onto 2 lorrice and ourselves end helongincae
(erch one wee allowed to taxe ecnly one seck onto 2 lorries. A

few cheverim trevelled up on ihe Weler tanker which srrived thet
morning., Our little convoy geueed cuite & senmstion A8 e naseed
throuy Hocera, The 1oce2le hed no need to ask Where We oIS SOANE .
A1l over :he lorries were scrawled WEnes1illa™, The coeverim were
in terrificelly nigh spirlts, We etoomad for a few minutes in the
middle of Hedere, ont of tie chavariu climbed onto the raod of &
nousé 8nd took down & fla; end, to ile ch-ere of the passerg-0y,
gtuck it up on our lorTy.

]

We by-pessed the mein road Lo the Jorasn Yalley end trevelled
+ gverlsnd through Yavniel to tae ginnaret end Tiberiss. TherTe 7e
picked uop medicel pur—liea &ni tnen stortec uphill to Rosll Pina.
There we were joined Ly Hiunka, gheul and Shelom Bordoley. e
regches Mechnayim (on the TOsRL 0 yiehmar ¥Yr-rden) by 3 P.M.

1%t ie not yet certoin whether we w111 go o to M, thie evening.
* The 'aqutnmant" hmentt arrived yet., e gat our o=ndwiches and
inspect Machnayim, Looks As Lhough it hes had B TATmM time recently.
Durinz the evening Te =re told thnt £11 the brehurim snd three of
ke pachurot (for firet-aid) will po up tO Mensurs = at 3 A.M,
The Mechnayim ghevre arringed A Wechef for us, Then we went to

gleep for s fev houTe,

rmg .

July Zno. We are pwakened, feeling very tlred. We neara toat
&n eneay patrol had Geen seon Bt Mensure but moved ofi when our
covering pert, Epprofched. We climb up in the derk onio lorries.
The Tord is mtrocious. There in £ jeed leedine the way. OQur
convoy reeched Mangursa safely and ve immediately sterted building
| deferces, We #arrived just hwafore dewn. Whet 2 queer feeling
when it bepen to pet light »nc 7e anuls ses nur territory. Our

" mazel ithst this should be An gxeceptionally hot day. We wWorkesd
feveriehly the whole day $ill cGnIk,. At the enc of the nay'e
work we put up the tents ANC warhec with water brought by our

 +anker from Rosh Pina, Bicha after supper with Bhaul, who re=

' ylewed the dey's work end future tasks.

LT
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The truce endsc to-demy. Fightln; reneved all cver the
Whet & veek 1t hee begenl We Glg ond we puerd. QCOohnverim
re very tirea. We heve eterted to sleep in Yewcot". Muech firing
{phmar woy, Conditions here ere very rough indesd 1n thie ebhe=nooned
111aie. 1t doosn't look 2& though it wes ever mach in 1te best daye
n: they ere vell passedl I +¥oll clesned out the fousse mwight be
+geble a5 stebles, Hut what a view of the Elnusret we have from herel
ovn below in A great wedi between ue anc the Hills of Golen (in
Byrie) flows the Jorden, From B8 nesrby hillelde one cen ssc 1%, a
winddng eilver streem, flowing into the Kincerset. A beautiful slght,

July 168th. To-day we were attecked from the air. Our Weater tenker
out out of sction, Some miraculous ¢ecppes, not to mention the
bomo thich dropned outeide one tent but didn't co offl Enemy Plene
brought down st Ayeleth Heghpcher, H-d B nice Treek thl= evening.
15 of ue ment to Hosh Pine and nec & chower uncer the water nipe,
whore #o pet our water, Thie pipe is on the open road. What a8
sirhit we made |

%ul: 17th. Our first Shrbbst since & eeme hore, VWhrt = ¥onaerful
peling it is to be "Iree" one couplete ceyl Another plossure wes
t0 eec ouy olenes overhconl.

| ath, The necona Truce. A oulet ni,ht., Apert irom Bhounrim
the rect Ol us are pllowet to rloep in cur tents = in our clothas.
We ceclue bto put up a chacar ocliel. 8ince the tenker wes hit, the
Weter position i1s mETiOUE,

July 20th, Joel brought lorry to-dey frzon Helfs, losned %o us by
the Bpchnut. Terrific windgs, covering food mnd everything glse
with cust.

24th, We decice to lay a plpe line connocting us with tae
Ep:ing at Tubr, uoro then 1-1/2 kilomstres frow here, up rough
hilleide. It “111 bte = terrific 2ﬁb, There ig no proper roec to
Tube end il mesns thet trne plpes 4" and gver 6 metres in length)
lwill have to bp trensportad by hand, '

duly 229th, Decided fto Luy Trﬂhtur - TD 9.

July 3let. BSnote cni explosions hesra, from tne Norin. Syriens
‘mdvance 1-1/2 kilometres intc no-mene-lenc enc dug tocmselves in
on & hill betvees our lines noc theirs, Bleeping in "euwdoth™ once
Lore.

Miiust @th. At sscfe thls gvising discuseed =xnin the proclewm of

pontact wita the proup in Hadere. The lack of contect is bLedly
felt. How lony nTe we poing to be supcreved?

-uet 1lth. Letter [rom Niuuke es-inp ws for our vicwe 200UT
further Aliyeh fromw Enslend = whether we wWent it? Eze Shelal

wraet 12th. KXL here to Jigcues cuestion of our land. Bounoaries
still undeiined.
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Auevuet 13th. Decice to ouild bungslows and n nronsr onadar ochel
Geofore the reine start.

dupuet 15th, Regelvnd conpressors to-dfy to nelo us with our
bitzurim, We heve 2rrenysc ehilte so thot the gorpreseors vork
unceeeincly from cawn to dark.

Auguset 19th, tprting leying the oipe line to-dpy, Very heavy
going. To-aey o wonderful sisht - 2 cowe enc & heifer were Lought,
The beginning of our refet, It Tas gpou Lo g€ thew, al.er coing
notnis: but bitzurim for eo long.

%uguat 28th., 4e the situntior ie essier, ve decided to let the
Atnerl vieit Hadere once & month. Plnancisl position is rether
difficult,

Septemter 4th, Decided to senid Shuri ond Micheel for hrochsherah
in binyen. Chaim has slreeay sonme for hachshersn 88 paver and
tile leyer. Alile is elsoc con hachshersh in the garage of EfeT
Gilﬂﬂi .

September 7th. Lorry out of order. No water ior weshing.

September 14th. To-dry & mew snaf svmosred on the board of the
8eiren Avodah = Felche

wber 17th. We have receivea 8 warring to be premared for
tTouble. We sleep iua our clothes.

ber 18th. The uijht preses ouietly, We went out to work,
At 68:30 in the evening we hesTa familisr misic - mechine pun end
cennon fire. Bop Teturned from Kfnr Blum to-dey And told ue that
Barrnauotte nee been nessesinntec in Jerusalem. No water ito-day,

' Septeuier 19th. Yohannan returnen With the neve to-day that &

‘ genersl Areb attack is exvected. A menouvre wap held in the
‘afternoon. We exnecterd weter to-day =nd wsited up till neer
mignight (when it srrived) to have s wash.

Septemter 23rd. 1I% looke re toouph scomethinr ie goingp to havmen,
/ The =1y sent us & first-ala man,

Sentember 24th} The tenslon grows. 2 more Eruy first-ald dressers
errived.

l'-l-Il-llllil-l-ln-q.l-llt

The "alarume &nc excursions" continued until the winter and the
rains eet in, Gispoeins of eny likelinooc of & major coaflick
bresking out szein until the Eprini. However, we meintained
Shmirah, except when ihe neevy raine mode it well nipgh impossible.
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CHAIRAH AT MANSURA

Duek. The working dey ig over. We can heer the chravarim meking
merry in the showers. In the morning when they went out to work
¥e glept, Now it ie our turn to work. For implements we take
Tifles end etens Bnd grenades. Ve leave the chader ocnel and set
. out Tor our various posta. I &m on duty with K nt No. 3 poetl,
north-eset of our camp, direetly feecing the encmy lines in Mishmer
Hryarden,

We svold the trenches whleh drag their urly length tortuously

round the whole terrsein snd meke our wey &g rapicly »n the rough
path will allow to our wost. There we settla down to our nl:hi-
lon. vigll,mecing oureelves re comfortacle as e cen, Elihou h the
conditione <o not exectly lend themsslvee to comiort., We heove to
gee anu near without ceing ecen and neard. Zvery oour wg peatrol
the &res between ourselves =nd the rdjiroent -ositions., The patrols
nre & relief., Btandine still for hours on £ cold uirht ie no lark.

The preat wadi vhich divides our territory from Hyris 1s phrouded
in shadow, Ooverea with rocks &nc crevices it provides amnle cover
from obeervation even in derylight. Now, » reopiment could lurk
there without bein; seen. We specculetey hov close to our oeroned
wire fence could they spprosch undetected? From the depths of the
wadl can be heard & sound #s of & distent weterfmll - the repuler
beat of the Jordan ae it winde its way with a fall nhore mnd there,
through the wadi intc the Kinneret., We tell ourrplves that "some-
day, when thie business is over™ we'll go down there ani inspeot
the Jordan at cloce aguarters. We worked out # pranpd tiyul down
the wadi, through the rice fields end round the ﬁinnﬁrath to

Ein Geb.

‘ Suddenly we hear firing Mishmer way. Probsobly some nervous shomer
in the Arob lines, NKevertheless we take cover, One dosan't teke
. chances when the enemy BRre ec close,

The hours o&es alowly. A cold wind is bloving from the Eest and
. we feesl the nip even through the armoury of pullovers and jeckets
in which we are swathed.

"This i8 no life for & Yiddisghe boy", reorrke my oompanion,
breaking an hcur's silence. He le of m somewnat teciturn nature
end the utterance of this cleesicel corment is hile wey of lelling
“1e that he a8lgo is feeling the effect of the eagt wind and the
nours of watching in this oppreecsive carknees.

W2 orn see the lighte of traffic on ihe Damescus Rond, heading
towerds the Jordan., Bupolies for Lhe Eyrian forces in Mishmar
Bayarden, Their convoys descena every night., There is something
fageinating about these tiny pinpointas of 1i;nt suddenly appearing
out of the darknees, & kind of impudent chellen;e to tie overs
whelming blecknees of the night, We almoet feel m sympathy with
them although we know they belong to ihe ensmy.
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At midnight our relief srrives anc ve go into supper. We can'iy

et back to the xitchen culckly enoughl We rnre a bit tipsy witn

the reBetion &ad talk loudly and leuph at enytiing, forrotting that

there are chaverim sleening in tents nerrby. In thls mood our

siuple kitchen mekes A wonderful si:zht - eo werm snd cosy and
pTowing with light ond there is an sopetleing smell of cooking food.

Whet ie time? we reflected eoberly, Leving come to the end of our
supper. I plrnced at the cleck snd then &t my fellow shouzer, He
noaced his understanding.

W§e!'ve only just come in", he seid. Yea, me hed only just oome in.
Qur time wes up. We went back tarpu:h the trencnes, although this
wia & lonmp, tortucus journey beceuse of the endless alg zaps, but
1t wee tbe only Ty to avold fellin; down them.

We estumiole round the last cormer. A challenging volee ringe outy
"§ii sham"}
Watonhmen - what of the night?

W E R AR E R

AFTER A YLAR

Todry most of us ere living in bungalowes inctesi of tenis. We have
our own water supply whicn ie suffliclent for domestic purnoses,
refet, etc., and no lonper have to senc our lorry to fetch water
from Rosh Pinesy we have & feir sized chadar ochel iretead of the
nornet-iniested, broken=-dovn shack which ve used s &n cating house
last year (vhen we firet ceme the moedoth were opposed t0 The
erection of builoin:e - "in caue sometuing heopened®|); near the
chadar ochel ie a emall patch of cucumters anc 5 dunems of tomatoesy
our refet has developedy we hsve 5 trectorey We........out thet
will do for the timo being to inclcate the propress mede since

lsst year. Nov for oune or two items wnich have remeined unchang ed
snd vhich are adversely affecting cur wholes developmant 28 B
kitchute,

Wedphbomrs"

‘The Syrisne =Te still eitting om our Ilanks in MishaeT H=yarden, 8a
& result of which our chevrs is still divided., Mosi of the bachu-
rot enc the children have rempined in Hrders, Apari from the
economic handicep of mainteining tvo machenoth, the separation is
tne source of considerecle socisl strein, It ie vital to unite

the two sections of our kibbutz at the enrliest possible opportu-
nity snd we -re slrerdy teking tho necessary technicnrl stepe

sowards this end, in the hope thet the nejotistione 74th the Byrisns
will prove successiul.
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At long last the authorities ars taking stepe towards the final
Belection of our permanent site, Inveetments made while we are in
thie temporary camp eepocially so far se buildings are concerned,
are bound to invelve g good deal of waetage - in labour =nd mater-
1al. Therefore, other ressons apart, the urgency of settling on

8 parmanent eite me scon ag poeeible reguires no further gxplansa-
tlon - or etresaing, Bo f=r =g we sare coneerned,

The criteria for eelecting a permanent site for s kibbutz are
usually of a topographical snd ecoromic nature {(centre of meshek

- Allowing for expenelcn-suitability for bullding on etc).
However, in pur cese, se = border ¥ibout: the milivary factor also
playe en imporiant part in the final choico.

Rocently we were vigited oy & committee (represonting the varioug
inevitutions concerned:; K¥L, Bochnut, Kibbutz Hameuched snd the
Army) whose task 1t Wae io choose a Suiisble epot for cur perman-
ent mechaneh. A eite suggested Dy us wae rejected by the com-
mittee on security grounds (from 'sll other pointe of view they
were prepared to socept it). The alternstive guggastione offered
10 ue wap not received with enthusiaem on our pArt, uo gsy the
lengt .

From a soenic point of wview iis deéficiences are obvious (especially
compared with the epot we had suggeated). From a climstie agpect
elec it bears no comperisen with the hill site whioh had been our
Buggestion. Hovever the cholos, unfortunately, is limited, snd

it looks me though we will have no slternstive but to sccept the
eite suggested to us,

This was the view errived =%, after much diecussion, by our vasd
nemeshek, which decided nt its lest meating, to recommend the
accoptance of the slte sugsestod by the muthorities,

T fer of Head 1 Machaneh

At the ssme meocting the vasd hameshek accepted a plan for the
‘transfer of the chevra in Heders to Mansuis before the winter
(this winter|) Tt will require a terrific effort, involving
amonget other things, the making and erecting of 5 bungelows
(2 of then of apaciei conetructicn-double doors ete-for tha
children) before the reine start.

T he plan is a double-barrellsd one end providesy 4. for the
tranefer direct to our permencnt sitg - or, failing the necessary
conditions, B. transfer to cur present machaneh,

Moot kibbutzim in tHeir garly years are compelled (meinly bacause
0f lack of capital - all sveilable rescuraes having to be invested
in the development of the meshek) to establish "temporary" build-
ings for sccommodation, eta. Eventually, thess buildings beoome

Bn eyescre, a kind of slumtown in the kitbutz, defecing the general
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lay-out =nd sn impediment so fer sg plenned expension is eon- -
gerned.

Therefore, the main ocondition for our carrying out "A" plan
tranefer to the permenent eite bLefore the winter - ia that the
Bettlement Dept. of the JeWish Agency prepsares in goed time =
within 2 months - the blueprinte of our future meshek. Thus ermed
we can avold the erection of temporery buildinges within the actusl
precincte ol the meshek, These can Le erected on a sulteble mren
close to, but outside the sotusl framework of the kithbutz-to=he,
and will therefore not interfere with the building plans within
the meshek. The idesl, of courge, would be to aveid temporery
building, either in or nesr the permenent site, But a2ll this mesens
ia edditional inevitseble investment in our temporsry maschsneh with
the resultant westage.

If the Dlueprinte are not reedy in time; we will attempt to
carry out "BY plen - transfer o our present machaneh at Mansure,
meving over to the permanent site ss scon me possibla,

The Wﬂtﬂ: Problam

Tc carry out either olen will involve, Tesides ths constroe-
tion of the bungslowe (perheps the mein problem bacausae of our
limited resources), considerable expenditure =nd such ingenuity.
It 1s cloar, for exarmple, thet 1f we increase our numbere at
Maneurs, the present supoly of water will not be sufficient for
cur needs. Thare 1s an edditional well st Tuba which can be
eleared and jolned on to our present source. Assuming this will
provide sufficient for our immediste domeetic needa, the next task
will e to "earry! the weier to our permenent site, which is sbout
80 metres higher than the source of the water et Tuba., Besldes
extending the pipe line another kilometre or so, it will also be
nocessary ic uee a pump and small reservelr in order to "raige!
the water.

B2 Inr 28 & major eupply of water for irrigation is concerned,
it depends how soon the regional water scheme st Melecheh (in the
Huleh) is put into operation. No definitoe deteils or dates sre
fortheoming sbout this scheme.

Moshek

Falcha, Doring the peaet feow wesks we have been harveeting hay =t
Enslee (in she Huleh) with excellent Tesults. 100 tons of hey
werde cut, beled and trsnsported to Maneurs, 60 tons willi be kept
for cur own uee snd 40 tonsg (etored at Machnayim aercdrome) will
be sold later in the season. The hay Weg transported by our
"ack", averaging 2 loade & day, which war pood polng considering
the kind of ro=sds it had to cover (the rosd from the sercdrome to
Hanegure is & test for an unlcaded lorry, let slone one pilled high
with hay). At Khales we also harvested 100 duname of Chilbas (an
Arab neme for e green meEnure eorcy). Nobody seems to kriow itg
Englieh eguivalent. Thie orop ss far as I cen gather ias not grown
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in England) for esed. Here alao the results were good ylelding
80 kilos per dunem whicn ie ssid to be well above aversge for this
CIOp.

80 duname of Barley weres also harvested, but here the resulte
were poor due to latg sowing and insufficient cultivation (a
regult of conditione beyond our aontrol. After the Second Truce
we made along with meny other kibbutzim - except: that they wers
already establisghed and were bBetter equipped - & desperate attemnt
o get crope in, to make up for lost time. To thie extent even
the smell yisld obtained ie & galn, apart from the walue of the
experience for our Felechim),

Hervestlng hss now begun in fields nearsr home - in the mrena
alloeeted to us near Mpchnayim merodrome. Here thore are about
200 Gunems of beane and 80 duname of barley,

General Remarke,

Te have been stesdily AGding, eocording to the mesns 8t our
disposal, to our falcha mechinery, and to=dny thieg branch is
adequately ecuiprped for tho next sesson'e Work. Tie equipment ine
cludes 4 tractore, combine, MNew Holland Beler, 4 furrow Inters
national plough, 4 furrow disc nlough eto.

Gan

Market gardening without water ig slao mn txperiment so Tar me
%o are concernocd. The experiment was cerried out on s modest Boala:
16 duname of oniong, 10 duname tomstope, 9 cuname Water melons snd
A emall peteh of cucumber, The results heave besn E00d. Our first
conslgnment of onicne wae sont to market = fow Weoks AED = g little
over 2 tons for which wa received £129, A second gonsignment was
sent last week. Wo have aleo started to est our own tomatoee and
cucumbers and can vouch for the guellity |

We are plenning to incresse the ares of merket gardening next
Egsson to 10C-150 cunmms. Before cultivetion, the land will have
to De firet cleared of stones. The reeults hsve shown that the
80ll 1e rich and give some ides of the yields which lrrigation
would produce,

Sikul

Hag beon carried on up till now on a very emsll scele. Four
chaverim with s waggon snd mules heve been clearing a field in the
¥icinity of our mechansh. Apart from minor missdventures with
scorplong s fairly good "norme" wee maintained. "Norma" is mn ex-
praselon which will be cropping up s good desl in the future in
connection with sikul. TWhat does 4t mean? It!'s Hebrew for "norm"|
The aversge clesred in a day.

We are paid for clearing the stonee from the fislds on s kind
of contract basle by the XXL. A KEKL surveyor inepecte n Eiven area
and estimates the number of working daye it should take to olear 1%,
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and paye us on that begis. For cxemple, he will cetimatc thet a
certain field will teke 100 working days to clesr and will offer
ug £120 to clear the field. Cur jcb then is to clesr it =t lerst
withir that estimete in order to earn s minimum wage (the KEL mTs
nov over generous in thelr estimates. One Has all one's work ocut
out in order to esrn the low wage of £1 20 grush per day). The aim
in eikul 1g to procuce the meximum results Dy the ues of machinery
and the most suitable methods for cmoh particulsr srem. After eowme
experience in gsch sres one csn eseEsess the amount gleared ner
person in A day. Thie is the "norma'.

Yohannan, who is in charpe of slkul, has g0t "norma" on the
brain, 8o I thought it worth while explsining for the banefit of
ngwoomers Whoe Are apt %o Jjump to the wrong conclusion|

Irectors
8ince our leet report we have acquired 2 new tractorsr m TD B

and = 4 (with bulldozer). The latter ls on cutmide Work at Kfar
Blum, where We did 225 hours work (£2-75 grush an hour) vreparing
gltee for fish monds.

In eddition %o the usuel fs=lche crew (Johnny, Shimon, Reuben
Henan, end Bob) the following chaverim have recently been added e
thie brenchy Leelie, Len, Cyril, Nocky and Bleaoky. Two moTe
chaverim will he added laser making s totzl crew of 12 for the 5
tractore. AlTie, who recently comnmleted hie pericd of heachehsreh
at Efer Oiladi represents our ocne-man travelling garsage |

Carpentery
Cur cerpentelry shop recently completed ite firat bungelow. It

ies well-conetructed, with more occnveniences (epace for ocuplosards,
gtc.) than the pro-fabricated modele obtalned from the Jawish
Agency. It aled hss the advantage over them in that it cen be
dlsmentled with greater esee snd lege damage to the meterisgl. This
will be a ftelling fzotor when we trensefer to our permsnent site.

Qur carpentery branch 1g in & similar stage of dovelopment as
the rest of the meghek, that i@, in m fairly primitive gtste, hav-
ing to imnroviee constantly - insuffiociently equipped, both as
rogards sguipment snd trained pereconnel are concernsd. To meks it
poesible for our carpentere to supply our reguirements (on & Fay-
able btesie) we will heve to esteblish suiteble conditicns. A
proper plece of work and perticulsrly, maschinery.

Metpl Workehop

The latter remarks sabout tho esrpentery branch apply, moTre or
lees, toc our emithy. Its development follows a similar pattern.
An important development will be mrde with the installstion of
electricity (the Generator will bogin te function in a sousnle of
weoks). There sre three experienced cheverim Working in this
branch (Joe 0. Mark and Micheel J.). Two others are being treined
(Frank =% Afikim and Dave at home).




* 5
The Road

When we ceme here the army end the Scchnut and the KKL and
Unale Tom Cobbley a2ll sgreed that a pood rosd must be built
otherwise we'd be cut off during the winter. BSurveyors g=me to
mark cut the road last sutumn but that wae se far asg we got with
the rosd. Winter came, =nd the old path, which the Arsbe and
thelr cemele had uged for centuriee, becama almoet unusable,

From Mansura to the asrcdrome, in summer, it tekes & little
over an hour. In ®inter, through the botz, between 2 and 3 hours,
dependant on your stamine and gumboota. Wa came to know every
inch of that peth, with ite ruts =nd stones and wedise - up the
glope fromw the top of which you cpuld Bes the Byrisn plll boxes,
past Tel Romen, the graveysrd at Khirbet er Munthar - not much
farther to go now - naw intc the wadi, in winter almoet impssesble,
up and on to the aerodrome,

Leet week the surveyor ceme egain snd now work has actually
getarted on the road. It has been marked gut end oleared wilith
picke and turiss end now the paving hss sterted, How long will
1t teket Ths estimates vary, but we will bo happy if it will be
gompleted Ly the winter.

Elggtiung

Our annuel elections arg held =t Rosh Heshona., However, owing to
many changes taking pleace through chsverim golng snd returning
from cutseide work, hachehersh ate., we found it necessary Tecent-
1y to hold Blactioﬂa for moat of the wvasdoth. Lagt wedk chaverinm
were electad to the following vesdoth:

Y. Tarbuth: Rachel, Asher, Victor, Gershle, Dickia

V., Avoda: Izak, Alfie, Jog F. NM=rion

Y. Ealkali: Johuny, Moghe, Nevvy, ¥Yitzchsk E., Menanel Cheshbonot
Mercmnz Knioth and the Gizbar.

Mercagz Knicth: Mufti.

The followling vaadoth rémain to be choeent Mazkiruth and Aliysh

Qur HNumbereg
Heders 45 ch&variw and 16 children
Mansursa 7O
Outeide Vork(Afikim) 12 "
Hachehara 15 u
142
Ie ire

There has been an epidemic of shrub firee breaking ocut through-
put the country. The heavy raine fthis year encoureged the growth
of dense flora and there were no wandering Arsb herds of goate and
cattle to keep it down. MNo doubt, in some cases, the fires were
started by the farmers themselves., 8Scared of being taken off their
guard, they start buming e etretch on their own territory hoping
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to keop it under control, and thoen e sudden change of wind end
the fire epreads furiously elsevwhere-cut of gontrol. Valuable,
haré-sarned orocpe nave bteen degtroyed.

Mansura hes egleoc been in the fashion. Our first fire started
e few weeke ago. Buddenly I heard s gong sounded, then saw a
number of the boys running with fire-fighting equipment (wet
gacks snd mope!) towards the Arsb houses on the esstern sice of
machaneh., Clouds of smoke Werc issuing from the hilleide. The
boye Legen benging sway with thelr mope (& plece of canvas
feetened round g stick - they srec very effectivel.

Earlier in the dey m fire hed sterted down in the wedi and it
had spresd towsrde our machsneh, helped by the wind., If it
regched the outekirts of the mechangh it would spread with cese
becausa of the dry snrub whieh ecovered the whole site. The boys
slaehed despersately at the advancing flemes. It looked lilke =
gigantic fly-gwatting contest - end it seemed ag hopeless. The

ire sdvanoed inexorably.

The boyg! frces were blsok with smcke and they oculd hardly
keep their eyes opon,but they were winning, Theo wind head veered
to the south and was blowing the fire in thet dlrection, If
only wg oould keep 1t st bey 1ill i1t pessed ihe mAogkaneh, wa would
Lo out of danger. Bmoke end flame. The grim thudding of the
mope enc secke, The firefighters Were weary.

Buddenly m loud report - a strey bullet hed become ignited
and pone off. TFTortunstely, nobody wes hit. Through the smoke I
noticed an Arph horse moving sway from the spot vhere the bullet
had gone off. Thon it ocsme towards me - it woe Teddy hopping
ot of the danger gone with the others close behind,

Ve pucceoeded in besting oui the flames hesding in our direc-
tion,., The wind wag 8ti1l]l blowing strangly towards the scuth and
+t tock the Iire cown Whe Wadil,. qu the time belng we were safe
- unless the wind changed direction agein.

The fire went on bturning the whole night in the wadi. We watched
it for hours. The fl=mes could te seen for miles and m=ade &
wonderful eight in the darkmess., There is sometining fascinating
about the sight of fire st night, terrifying when it ia heading
in the directfion of your nomé. We went to bed apprehensively,
and the shomrim were instructed to call us out iI the wind
changed direction.

That wee only the firet of them. Thore were other fires to the
north of our macheneh, &ven more menacing, spreading wildly from
the region of Mighmepr Hayerden and threatenling our eropa. One
Arab field next to ours (Actuslly our field new. The Arsbe former-
1y &t Tuta heve been allowsd to come back to hervest tho crops
they sowed last year) wee burned ogut and ite velusble orop of
wheat destroyed. TWe fought like medmen together with the Arabs

to keep the fire at bay, It advenced rapldly. When the wind

blew towerds you, you hacén't an "earthly'. Our technigqus wae to
attack in a vnit after eaph gust of wind had spent itsglf. Then
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we rushed slong the line of fleme panting, benging sway and
slashing st it - the Arabe with their aticke esnd we with our wet
eacke and mops, black ond perspiring, eyes red-rimmed and weary.
No time to let upl The fire won't welt| It rushas on laaving
behind bleck desolation, Fortunastely, we managed to get it under
control before it reached cur crops. But 1t was a narrow SBCEDE,

The Dream

There ere easier places of hitys=shvut than Mansura. Xo doubt.
But its Hobsontse Gholoe, comrade., Ae they ery wheore I come irom,
this is our cup of ten and we'll meke the best of the drinking.

The Btones. Yes, firet of #11 we'll get rid of the etones.
The Tieglds sre just orying out to be relieved of their burden,
When you load the trailer =nd gradually clear a paich of sarth you
can simosgt ‘near it sigh with relief,

Then we'll plant trees - spple trees snd pesrs snd vines {re-
member what it esys in the Sood Book: "the vines with thes fender
grepe glve s good emell") and we'll sow corn end green fodder for
the cattle; we'll plent potstoe ~ud grow onicne snd tomatoes and
cgucumbers end cream chesse ("Yesh bimkim?") yes, for those who
like 1t, bimkom, We'll have cowe =nd sheep snd mules and vasdoth,
We'll heve milk #nd honey (if Annette's bess can make nesce paot
with the loosl hornete). 4nd then our secret weapon — the mifal,

There you sre - our Flve Yesr nlan, Maybe they'll put me omn
the Vasd Hameshek for thet! How fine =nd simple it scunds. How
simplel But think| Just think how many =sephot — how meny
mestinge of the Vead Hemashekf-:11l sleep through - how many
siohot on eikul - how many reports on wWeter from Malachsh - on tha
tranesfer of the meghsneh from E=dars — hov many, oh, Lord! How
many visite of exverte - of roports what Gavriell ssid =nd what
Herzfeld promieed snd whet ¥echmai refused snd promised =nd agreed
and didn't do = how meny cube miles of hot air...g=llon® of blood
and eweat stend betWeen us and the fulfillment of the Droam — how

many ¥

Ag Tabenkin would pay (he did ssy it - last month at the
Dafne moatza) "Eoh komi-tregl haYofi shelsnu" (to appreaiate
Tabenkin'e style demends &t least 5 yosTs study at Chelm Yeshivah,
Anyway his next step is to reverse the sentence and then dancs
down the middle. It'e like mueioel chairs, Look'- 111 have
‘another go) "Eze yofi ehel hatragi....echkomi ne tragi shalpu"
(see what I mean? But I gues I'm westing my time displaying the
treasures of Tabenkin'e art befors infidele., Jarmes Joyce would
have loved him). |

anywey, as I wae paylng, that sumg it up? “Eze yofi shsl ha
komi=tragl ha Mansura shelanu". (for those in the Western Isles
to whom the above is gibberish - don't worry| 8sme of your
Eastern brothers ere probebly in the same bosat),
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And we'll have a few machines (one must keep up with the
times) end if we have machines, we'll also need a place to
repeir them. And to work in the plsace Where we repair machines
- we will have to recruit cheverimy to take their precious hoes
and turias from their hands and to drag them from their beldbved
fields. And they will stand in thelr machine shops, gazing
longingly at their more fortunate comrades, walking freely on
mother earth, bending elegantly now and then to pick up = stone
which they flick into a nearby basket. And we will Bay to them
- to you unfortunates who have to work with the cold, insnimate
8teel and iroen, our heerts blesd for you, but every fifth year
you will be relesrsed from bondage, your hoes and turiass will be
returned to you and the rabber beskets for sikul and you will

return to the soil of your forefathers (we don't mean under 1it})

and life will be good.

Yog, ite a fine dresm, my chinas, Just cloee your seyes and
think asbout the strawberriee and cream,

et



