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In response to ... /- rafeeiLinder

Yoram: Biblical Jews, Christians and Muslims all monotheist religions have
killed in the name of their God

David: You tie this in with Monotheism being a way out of the dilemma of
Dualism.

Yoram‘s letters prompted a response from me. He is very concerned, like most of

us, about the negative sociological developments. It has been fortuitous that | read
Rabbi Jonathan Sack's book 'Not in God's Name'. The roots of and the definition of
'‘dualism’' are described in this book and | could not do justice to summarize, in a few
sentences, what took many pages for Rabbi Sacks. The 'Monotheism' as lived by e.g.
Avinu Abraham is by and large unknown.

The principles of dualism have been mixed into the faith orientations that claim to

be monotheistic. This is a perversion. Yoram's and David's interpretation of
'monotheism' is not what Rabbi Sacks talks about - it is wrong to say that 'dualism is
the opposite of monotheism'. Dualism does not mean '2 gods'. To clear up this
conceptual misunderstanding requires to read the book. Only then can we discuss
the issues when we communicate from the same basis.

You can either buy the book or obtain it in an electronic format - here are the
liinks.

Despite predictions of continuing secularisation, the 21st century has witnessed a
surge of religious extremism and violence in the name of God. In this powerful and
timely book, Jonathan Sacks explores the roots of violence and its relationship to
religion, focusing on the historic tensions between the three Abrahamic faiths:
Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Not-Gods-Name-Confronting-
Religious/dp/BO1BWI1LOWM/ref=sr 1 1 twi audd 1?ie=UTF8&qid=1466152518&s
r=8-1&keywords=not+in+gods+name+audio

http://www.rabbisacks.org/not-in-gods-name/
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Dear Mr. Barak, @ e 1A NR

I read your article a few times and must admit i was not smart enough

to make head or tails of it.

You do ask one question at the end of the article: "How else can i help
you"? Since i did not ask for help to begin with -- PLEASE DON'T! | will try
and help myself and thank you.

In last week Kol Soteh #80 | looked through the Shavuot happening

photos on the lawn by the swimming pool and could not recognise a
single person, that was a very strange feeling until i came across a photo
of a classmate - Noah and immediately felt better - yes this is "home"
even if it is all far back in the past it is still in my mind a home. | believe
as Gideon wrote in his article that all or most of us - Bnei Meshek of the
diaspora feel very much the same and it is a good thing! One really only
"owns" the land once you are buried in it - never when you are alive,
since we are always just temporary visitors.

Both my parents "own" the land and so for me it is a home and will be

for the rest of my life. | hope one day to "own" a sea, since i asked my
wife and kids to cremate my remains and spread them over the
Mediterranean. My answer to the question "What do you want to be
when you grow up" was always " | want to be an ocean" so once my
family follows my instruction, one day not too far off, i will be!!!

The swimming pool looked really good and reminded me of many a

good times i spent in its waters and on its shore. | hope one day soon i
will get to swim in it again - what is the charge for an ex Ben Meshek to
take a dip? Any chance for a discount? .... just kidding.




Today is my last day at work. Last week the Rabbi and director of the

school called me in and fired me.(The school is a private all girls
Conservative Jewish school and i was the Security director for the last
year and a half) | tried in vain to change his mind but the chemistry is not
there and it seems he forgot his vocation as a Rabbi and allowed his job
as a director to get the better of him.

The only positive aspect of this job loss is the amazing reaction from the

teachers and parents whom some got together and emailed the Rabbi
and the board members asking them to reconsider - to no avail. |
received so many compliments and thank you notes and some mothers
even cried when they found out that i will not be coming back next year,
it was heartwarming and very touching.

So now as in Willie Nelson song: "On the road again....." and the search

for the golden calf continues. Since the fall of our Shipping business
(Tober Shipping) in 2008 i have started and left or was fired from 8
different work places which makes me a hard veteran of the job search
occupation.

Must have something to do with my

hot temper and big mouth
when will he ever learn?

So Dudu - no sitting on a comfy chair, no cigar hanging out of my mouth

with a glass of whatever in my hand and i am not yet entirely bold, | am
wearing glasses though - (kol Soteh #77) just every day tough and
unrelenting life for an ex ben meshek who could not find himself as a
member of the Kibbutz and seemingly having problems finding himself
as a member of any group of people and to top it all i am really bad with
money especially making it - Thanks ABBA.




A letter of desperation....... / vaidtiman

This letter is presented in desperation to all those who keep suggesting that
| read some book or other.

The suggestions come from a good heart but as they say
"The way to Hell is paved with roses"

Don't get me wrong, it isn't that | don't like books. I like them lots.

They are very, very usefull....

| use them for holding down maps in the wind. m
| use them instead of a ladder to reach high places. -
| use them to dry leaves and flowers.

| have so many uses for them, it's just that | can't stand reading them!! You

shouldn't be so narrow minded! Reading is not the be-all and end-all of a
book!!

You should know what | mean. You're not even reading this article, let
alone a book!

Remember the saying: " I think therefore | am"?
Don't let it be: "I don't think, therefore | quote"

Bottom line is: if you have reached this far, reading, you must be a
massochist and in that case | suggest the best seller of this day and age.

Go read "Kol Soteh"!!

Oh! You ARE reading it? Great! | thought | was the only nut around.
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Nostalgia Ain't what it used to be
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