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THE REAL ISSUES! voun sentim

Last week Kol Soteh had some hints of anger, bitterness, supposed
“compassion” and a few lines of not so funny humor.

Saturday noon and I am watching the movie: Machine Gun Preacher —

The life of an ex biker from Pennsylvania who went to Sudan and built
an orphanage. Everything seem trivial and ephemeral watching this
movie tell the story of how one group of “religious” men murder, rape,
torture, burn alive and kill another group solely due to their “different”
religious beliefs and the story of the children who are made to kill their
mothers and join a rebel army. They are so young and they will never
know the meaning of INOCENCE.

I think to my self, how is this possible? What can take men on this
destitute road of the soul to become so entirely separated from their
humanity and alien to them selves? I think to myself, what right do I have
to feel angry or bitter —- EVER?

The meaning of the word EXTREME becomes meaningless and
obscure. The “norm” for these people lives is nothing but extreme! And I
think to myself — How far are we as people anywhere, from becoming
just like those destitute souls and murderous men?

So all the small stuff of daily life that makes one angry or bitter or just

unhappy is really just small stuff and not worthy of you stressing over
any of it — Enjoy I say to myself take a deep breath exhale slowly and
enjoy you as hole, cause you never know when things will really turn
nasty..... just ask the children of Sudan.




“BIAFRA (KObe)” / Yoram Benhaim

N ot sure why he came to my mind out of the blue, as if just visiting for a short time,

saying Hi and don"t forget me and I will not!

For those of your readers, who do not “know” Biafra the man not the country that he

was named after due to his very thin structure (Physics) as a young man (He did stay
thin to his last day). Biafra came with a group of kids who were “adopted” kind of by
the Kibbutz. The Ben Zvi's family took him in and he became very friendly with
many of Bnei kittot — Zvi, Offer and Assor.

His actual name is Kobe but in his youth we named him Biafra. Biafra came in and

out of my life a few times, most were good times and some were not so good. He was
always dressed as a true “FRECH” and spoke with a Moroccan accent — or so [
thought at the time. On our second meeting (after the Kibbutz) we both lived in Eilat
and one stupid day I got into a physical fight with him and that thin guy gave me a
lesson as to how you fight a street fight and not — never touch the face or balls kind of

fight — Kfar - Hanassi survival style. Anyway after he kicked the shit out of me we

stayed friends although not a close kind of friendship. I always thought of him as a
small time crook, not in a bad way but very different life style than mine and I kept
my distance most of the times. Then after we moved to New York we met again and
Janis, I, and the kids came often to his home for BBQ or dinner and had good times
with him his wife Louise and the two girls whom we all knew from the times in Eilat.
Now officially named Kobe he was a very generous and compassionate man on the
one hand --- but also carried the “Black marks” of his youth environment and culture
his father being very strict and physically abusive at times. A few years ago he was

diagnosed with cancer and he immediately started the treatments. That is when |

came to KNOW the kind of man he really was. Always optimistic never complaining,
showing no fear he carefully planned his exit out of this world making sure all debts
are closed and the girls and now ex wife who came back and took care of him to the
very last minutes of his life, are taken care of. I remember coming to see him two days
before his death in his home. He was sitting on the bed and joked with the many
friends who came to say good bye. We were all crying in our hearts and he was
making the jokes then he tired and slowly walked back to his bedroom with
the help of Louise — she really took care of him and he was not always “nice” to her.

Coming by where I was standing he came loose of Louise hold and walked towards

me and gave me a hug and said quietly in my ear — Take it easy friend and be well, I
will see you tomorrow. He died two days later. So good bye friend you showed us all
how one can die with courage and dignity looking death straight in the eye and never
blinking.

Yoram
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